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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

BOARD MEETING SESSION --DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

June 18, 2003

ITEM 9

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF AN ADOPTION OF NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM (NPDES) GENERAL PERMIT FOR STORM WATER DISCHARGES FROM SMALL LINEAR UNDERGROUND/OVERHEAD PROJECTS (GENERAL PERMIT)

DISCUSSION

At the December 2, 2002 Board Meeting, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) considered the amendment of the Statewide General Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with Construction Activities, Water Quality Order 99-08-DWQ (Order 99-08) lowering the permitting threshold from five acres to one acre.  At the meeting, representatives from companies that undertake small linear underground/overhead construction projects (small LUPs) resulting in land disturbances greater than one acre but less than five acres requested a separate permit be issued for these projects because of their large number and their low potential to affect water quality.  The SWRCB agreed to consider the issue and directed staff to develop a separate permit to regulate storm water discharges from small LUPs.

The proposed General Permit (attached) will authorize discharges of storm water from construction activities associated with small LUPs.  Dischargers that may seek coverage under the General Permit include utility companies, municipalities, or other public or private agencies that own or operate utilities.  Utilities include, but are not limited to, any conveyance, pipe or pipeline for the distribution of any gaseous liquid (including water for domestic municipal services or wastewater), liquescent, or slurry substance; any cable line or wire for the transmission of electrical energy; and any cable line or wire for communications.

The proposed General Permit incorporates permitting and implementation requirements to control and reduce the discharge of pollutants in storm water runoff associated with construction activities of small LUPs.  The General Permit requires dischargers or their duly authorized representatives of small LUPs to:  (1) develop and implement a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) which specifies Best Management Practices (BMPs) to control and reduce discharges of pollutants associated with construction in storm water

runoff into storm drains and receiving waters; (2) eliminate or reduce non-storm water discharges to storm sewer systems and waters of the United States; and (3) monitor the construction site to ensure all BMPs are implemented, maintained, and effective.

Small LUPs vary in complexity and water quality concerns based on the type of project. Small LUPs have been categorized into two tiers of complexity that are defined in the General Permit.  Tier I small LUPs typically do not have a high potential to impact storm water quality.  Tier II projects may have a higher potential to impact storm water quality, and they need to be regulated with a higher level of review and oversight.   The complexity of a project will be used to calculate the land disturbance area of a proposed small LUP and to determine the application, permitting, SWPPP, and monitoring requirements. 

The General Permit will be implemented and enforced by the Regional Water Quality Control Boards (RWQCBs).  RWQCBs may direct the discharger or its duly authorized representative to conduct additional activities to comply with the proposed General Permit   or direct the discharger to seek coverage under a different NPDES permit.  The General Permit defines certain activities as maintenance, and those activities would not be required to be covered by the General Permit.  The RWQCB may direct the discharger to seek coverage under a separate water quality permit for these activities when necessary to protect water quality. 

POLICY ISSUE

Should SWRCB adopt the proposed statewide General NPDES Permit for storm water discharges from small LUPs?  http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/stormwtr/construction.html#lup
FISCAL IMPACT
Regional Board and SWRCB staff work associated with or resulting from this action can be accomplished within budgeted resources.
RWQCB IMPACT
Yes, all RWQCBs.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That SWRCB adopts the proposed statewide General NPDES Permit for storm water discharges from small LUPs.
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