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STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

WORKSHOP SESSION--DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY

SEPTEMBER 3, 2003

ITEM  6

SUBJECT
CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR THE CENTRAL COAST REGION INCORPORATING A TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD FOR SEDIMENT FOR CHORRO CREEK, LOS OSOS CREEK, AND THE MORRO BAY ESTUARY

DISCUSSION

The Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted a revised Water Quality Control Plan for the Central Coast Region (Basin Plan) under Resolution 

No. 94-01 on February 11, 1994.  The revised Basin Plan was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on May 18, 1994, by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on September 7, 1994, and by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) on May 29, 2000.

On May 31, 2002, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R3-2002-051 amending the Basin Plan to incorporate a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for sediment for Chorro Creek, Los Osos Creek and the Morro Bay Estuary.  On May 16, 2003, the Regional Board re-adopted Resolution No. R3-2002-051 which includes revisions to the TMDL (Attachment). The TMDL was re-adopted to include a TMDL implementation plan and to allow consideration of reasonable alternatives, a requirement in section 3777 of Title 23, California Code of Regulations. 

The natural rate of erosion and sedimentation into Morro Bay watershed has accelerated due to anthropogenic disturbances including grazing, row crop planting, road and home construction activities.  It is estimated that the Chorro and Los Osos Creeks subwatersheds deliver approximately 70,000 tons per year of sediment into the Morro Bay Estuary.  The Chorro Creek subwatershed is estimated to contribute 86 percent of the total sediment produced in the Morro Bay watershed.  This erosion has resulted in impacts to several beneficial uses including those for aquatic habitat, recreation, and navigation.

During 1998, Chorro Creek, Los Osos Creek, and the Morro Bay Estuary were identified as impaired by sediment on the 1998 Clean Water Act (CWA) section 303(d) list of impaired water bodies because anthropogenic disturbances (e.g., grazing and urban development) have accelerated the natural processes of erosion and sedimentation adversely affecting beneficial uses.  This listing indicates an exceedance of the Basin Plan narrative water quality objective for sediment, which states that: “the suspended sediment load and suspended sediment discharge rate of surface waters shall not be altered in such a manner as to cause nuisance or adversely affect beneficial uses.” As a result of this listing, the CWA requires that a TMDL be established for these water bodies at levels necessary to attain water quality standards.

This TMDL will be implemented through a self-determined approach that involves prior, current, and future activities of the Morro Bay National Estuary Program, Coastal San Luis Resource Conservation District, and other public and private groups.  The Regional Board will evaluate the TMDL by monitoring the numerical targets and tracking implementation actions.  If self-determined actions have not been completed at the end of the third year of implementation, Regional Board staff will develop a regulatory approach and present a revised implementation plan to the Regional board as a Basin Plan amendment.  The implementation plan for this TMDL establishes a 50-year implementation schedule. 

This TMDL requires monitoring of five numerical targets, which include:  

1.  Residual Pool Volume (Vol. Fine Sediment/Pool Vol.) = mean ≤0.21   max. ≤0.45;

2.  Median Diameter Sediment Particles in Spawning Gravel = mean ≥69 mm   min. ≥37 mm;

3.  Percent Fine Fines (<0.85 mm) in Spawning Gravel = ≤21%; 

4.  Percent Coarse Fines (<6.0 mm) in Spawning Gravel = ≤30%; and

5. Tidal Prism Volume = 4,200 acre-feet.

The Regional Board has determined that the TMDL for sediment for the Chorro and Los Osos Creeks and Morro Bay are set at levels necessary to attain and maintain the applicable narrative water quality objectives in the Basin Plan with seasonal variations and a margin of safety. 

POLICY ISSUE

Should SWRCB approve the amendments to the Basin Plan in accordance with the Staff Recommendation below?

FISCAL IMPACT

Regional Board and SWRCB staff work associated with or resulting from this action can be accommodated within budgeted resources.

REGIONAL BOARD IMPACT
Yes, Central Coast Regional Board.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION
That SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Basin Plan as adopted under Regional Board Resolution No. R3-2002-051.

2. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to submit the amendment and administrative record for this action to OAL and the TMDL to USEPA for approval. 

STATE WATER RESOURCES CONTROL BOARD

RESOLUTION NO. 2003-

APPROVING AN AMENDMENT TO THE WATER QUALITY 

CONTROL PLAN FOR THE CENTRAL COAST REGION INCORPORATING 

A TOTAL MAXIMUM DAILY LOAD FOR SEDIMENT FOR 

CHORRO CREEK, LOS OSOS CREEK, AND THE MORRO BAY ESTUARY

WHEREAS:

1. The Central Coast Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board) adopted a revised

Water Quality Control Plan for the Central Coast Region (Basin Plan) on February 11, 1994 which was approved by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) on May 18, 1994, by the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) on September 7, 1994, and by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) on May 29, 2000.


2. On May 31, 2002, the Regional Board adopted Resolution No. R3-2002-051 amending the Basin Plan by establishing a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for sediment in Chorro Creek, Los Osos Creek and the Morro Bay Estuary.  On May 16, 2003, the Regional Board re-adopted Resolution No. R3-2002-051 (Attachment) amending the TMDL. 

3. SWRCB finds that the sediment TMDL is in conformance with the requirements for TMDL development specified in section 303(d) of the federal Clean Water Act, and SWRCB Resolution No. 68-16.


4. Regional Board staff prepared documents and followed procedures satisfying environmental documentation requirements in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act and other State laws and regulations. 

5. This Basin Plan amendment does not become effective until approved by SWRCB and until the regulatory provisions are approved by the OAL.  USEPA must also approve the TMDL. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

SWRCB:

1. Approves the amendment to the Basin Plan as adopted under Regional Board Resolution 

No. R3-2002-051.


2. Authorizes the Executive Director or designee to submit the amendment and administrative record for this action to OAL and the TMDL to USEPA for approval. 

CERTIFICATION

The undersigned, Clerk to the Board, does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true, and correct copy of a resolution duly and regularly adopted at a meeting of the State Water Resources Control Board held on September 16, 2003.




_____________________________________





Debbie Irvin





Clerk to the Board
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