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Workshop Guidelines

Presentation
Questions and answers
Oral comments
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Background
Permitting process
NPDES permit
Section 401 Water Quality Certification
Next steps

Outline
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Central Coast Water Board Mission

To preserve, enhance, and restore the quality of the Central 
Coast Region’s water resources for the protection of the 
environment, public health, and all beneficial uses, for the benefit 
of present and future generations.
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Water Board’s Limited Jurisdiction

Does Not Include
•Land conservation
•Decommissioning
•Safety, including seismic
•Nuclear waste storage
•Economic impacts
•Mitigation for impingement and entrainment
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Other Agencies

County
Coastal Commission
Public Utilities Commission
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
State Water Resources Control Board
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Central Coast Water Board Role

Two Permits
• National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System – NPDES 
• Industrial Stormwater
One Certification
• Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification
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Central Coast Water Board Permits

Federal and state laws and regulations
Permit history
Extended operations
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NPDES Permit

Prohibitions
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NPDES Permit

Prohibitions
Effluent Limitations

• Flow
• Temperature
• Chlorine
• Metals
• Sanitary waste
• tributyltin
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Compliance Schedule

PG&E requested additional time to meet tributyltin limit
• Interim limit and compliance schedule for tributyltin
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NPDES Permit
Prohibitions
Effluent limitations
Special studies
• Toxicity
• Dilution
• Sea foam
• Impingement and entrainment
• Climate change response
• Bacteria and dissolved oxygen
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NPDES Permit

Prohibitions
Effluent limitations
Special studies
Monitoring and reporting
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NPDES Permit

Prohibitions
Effluent limitations
Special studies
Monitoring and reporting
Fact sheet
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Changes from Prior Permit

New discharge locations
New effluent limitations
Removed effluent limitations
Special studies
Receiving water limitations
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Prior permit contained receiving water limitations
Supreme Court decision, City and County of San Francisco, 
California v. Environmental Protection Agency
• Some receiving water limitations were removed 
• Added provisions to ensure water quality and beneficial uses 

are protected
• Discharge prohibitions
• Additional monitoring and reporting
• Special studies and corresponding reopener provisions

Receiving Water Limitations
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Clean Water Act Section 401 
Water Quality Certification

• State certification prior to issuance of federal permit or license

• Certifies compliance with water quality requirements 

• Nuclear Regulatory Commission license renewal triggers 

requirement for water quality certification

20



California Water Boards

Clean Water Act Section 401 
Water Quality Certification
• Water quality certification requires compliance

• NPDES wastewater permit

• NPDES industrial stormwater permit

• Once-Through Cooling Policy

• After issuance, Nuclear Regulatory Commission can proceed 

with license renewal
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Next Steps 

Public comment period
• Written comments due December 8
Public hearing
• February 26-27, 2026

22



California Water Boards

23



California Water Boards

Questions?

Comment and question request form
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Public Comment Session

Comment or question request deadline: 10:40 a.m.
One individual per organization
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Comments and Contact Information

Comments due December 8, 5 p.m.
RB3-npdes@waterboards.ca.gov
Delivered or mailed
Harvey Packard
• (805) 542-4639
• Harvey.Packard@waterboards.ca.gov
Email distribution list
• See website
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