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ITEM NUMBER:   13  
 
SUBJECT: TMDL Status Report 
 
DISCUSSION  
 
TMDL Program staff is working on thirteen projects during the 2009-2010 fiscal year.  Of the 
thirteen projects:  

 Four are TMDL projects in development that have not been approved by the Regional 
Board;  

 Five are TMDL projects that have been approved by the Regional Board and are pending 
State Board approval; 

 Three projects are implementation projects implementing approved TMDLs, and; 

 One project is the continuing effort to update the Clean Water Act section 303(d) list. 

 

Of the four TMDL projects in development, staff anticipates bringing two before the Regional 
Board for consideration this fiscal year; these two projects are the Salinas River Pathogen 
TMDL, and the Salinas River Pesticide TMDL. 

 

One of the other TMDL projects in development is a Watershed TMDL for the Santa Maria 
Watershed.  The Watershed approach to TMDL development is a novel approach where all 
the impairments in the watershed are addressed in the same TMDL project, whether the 
pollutants causing impairment are related or not.  In the case of the Santa Maria project, staff 
is simultaneously developing TMDLs for nutrients, bacteria, pesticides, and salts, for a total 
of 89 pollutant-waterbody combinations addressed in a single project.  To this effort, staff is 
developing analysis in pollutant groups, e.g. a nutrient grouping, a pesticide grouping, etc.  
Staff will draft a technical TMDL for each grouping before developing a Master 
Implementation Plan.  The Master Implementation Plan will aim to identify economies of 
scale of the implementation activities to address the various listings.  For example, a single 
management practice may not only address impairments related to nutrients, but might also 
address temperature, pH, or pesticide-related impairments as well; one of the benefits of the 
Watershed TMDL approach is the implementation of such strategies.   

 

The 2008-2012 Water Board Strategic Plan calls on the TMDL program to achieve 
economies of scale in TMDL development and implementation; the Master Implementation 
Plan is an example identified in the Strategic Plan.  The Watershed TMDL strategy is another 
example of how the TMDL program can use staff time, as well as stakeholder time, more 
efficiently.   
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TMDL program staff is considering other opportunities for time-efficiency.  For example, 
federal approval of TMDLs lies with USEPA and often occurs after Regional Board, State 
Board, and Office of Administrative Law approvals of TMDL basin plan amendments.  This 
approval sequence can lead to inefficiency in TMDL development and implementation.  
Earlier USEPA approval of the technical components of TMDLs, which we refer to as staff-
developed, technical TMDLs, could have several advantages, including:  

 Potentially increasing the rate of TMDLs submitted to USEPA for approval.  Both USEPA 
and the State Board are seeking innovation to increase the approval and implementation 
rate of TMDLs.  The Water Board’s Strategic Plan asks us to “Implement a statewide 
strategy to efficiently prepare, adopt, and implement TMDLs, which result in water bodies 
meeting water quality standards, and adopt and begin implementation of TMDLs for all 
2006-listed water bodies by 2019.”  The Strategic Plan is asking us to adopt and implement 
all 303(d) listed waterbodies within thirteen years of the listing; to accomplish this we must 
increase the rate of TMDL approval and implementation. 
 
 Reducing the potential for USEPA rejection of the TMDL on technical grounds.  In some 
cases, USEPA has rejected state-approved TMDLs, resulting in the need for more 
resources to be invested in a lengthy re-approval process.  USEPA approval of technical 
TMDLs developed by TMDL program staff could alleviate this inefficiency. 

 Improving the potential for earlier implementation of measures to attain existing water 
quality objectives, as interpreted in the technical TMDL.  For example, USEPA approval of 
staff’s interpretations of narrative objectives gives added credence of those interpretations 
and the impetus for moving forward with implementation measures to achieve those 
narrative objectives.   

 

TMDL program staff will request USEPA approval of technical TMDLs developed for the 
pollutant groupings of the Santa Maria Watershed TMDL project, as discussed above.  Staff 
will consider requesting USEPA approval of other technical TMDLs as they are developed.   

 

TMDL program staff is also assisting in efforts to achieve the Central Coast Region’s Vision 
and Measurable Goals by helping develop parameters that define healthy aquatic habitat, 
and are researching administrative tools for protecting and enhancing aquatic habitat-related 
beneficial uses.  Staff will use the results of these efforts in TMDL development, as well as 
across other programs; TMDL staff is assisting in the agricultural order renewal effort. 

 

The Summary of TMDLs table below identifies the TMDLs that are approved or being 
developed.  Staff has provided a brief description regarding the status of implementation for 
each approved TMDL. 

 

ATTACHMENT 

1.  Summary of TMDLs 
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