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What Is SB-88?
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Background

• California Code of Regulations, Title 23 §§ 931 - 938 
• Applies to approximately 12,000 diverters 

• Applicability of SB - 88 depends on the face value or maximum diversion under 
the water right/claim 

• Data submitted under SB - 88 supplements and supports annual Water 
Diversion and Use Reports 

• Allows flexibility between using measurement devices and 
measurement methods 
• Users may also propose Alternative Compliance Plans if they meet required 

criteria



Purpose
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• Evaluate water supplies and demands 
• Geographical and temporal variations 
• Sufficient supply in one region may occur concurrently with severe shortages 

elsewhere 
• Provides more robust dataset for comprehensive evaluation of 

statewide water use 
• Improve administration of water rights 
• Inform water planning decisions



Clear Lake Watershed
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• Heightened attention in the Clear 
Lake Watershed in response to 
declining populations of Clear 
Lake Hitch 

• Most immediate threat is 
insufficient water in Clear Lake 
creeks and tributaries 

• Clear Lake Hitch designated as 
Threatened Species in 2014 (Richard Macedo, California Department of Fish and Wildlife)



Requirements
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Who Needs to Comply?
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Permit, License, or 
Temporary Permit

Statement of Water 
Diversion and Use 

(Riparian or Pre-1914)

Registration 
(Cannabis, Domestic, 
Irrigation, Livestock)

Multiple Rights/ Claims 
of Right

Does the 
authorized 

diversion amount 
exceed 10 acre-feet 

per year?

Have you ever 
diverted/do you 
intend to divert 

more than      
10 acre-feet per 

year?

Does the authorized 
diversion amount exceed 

10 acre-feet per year OR Is 
the storage capacity 

greater than 10 acre-feet?

Does the combined 
diversion amount from the 
same point of diversion or 
serving the same place of 
use exceed 10 acre-feet 

per year?

Do they share 
a point of 

diversion OR 
place of use?

Type of 
Water Right

Refer to one of the 
other Types of 

Water Right for each 
right/ claim

Subject to 
Measuring and 

Monitoring 
requirements

NOT subject to 
Measuring and 

Monitoring 
requirements

Subject to 
Measuring and 

Monitoring 
requirements

NOT subject to 
Measuring and 

Monitoring 
requirements

No No

No

Yes Yes Yes Yes

Yes



Qualified Individuals
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• California registered Professional Engineer or person under the supervision of a California registered 
Professional Engineer who is employed to install, operate, and maintain water measurement and reporting 
devices or methods

• California licensed contractor for C-57 well drilling
• California licensed contractor for C-61 Limited Specialty/D-21 Machinery and Pumps
• Any water right owner, diverter, tenant, or employee thereof who has completed a training course on 

measurement devices offered by the University of California Cooperative Extension

Diversions of at least 100 acre-feet per year (AFY)

• Person trained and experienced in water measurement and reporting

Diversions less than 100 AFY



Minimum Measurement Frequency
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• Direct Diversion: 1,000 acre-feet per year (AFY) or more
• Diversion to Storage: Storage capacity of 1,000 acre-feet (AF) or more
• Additional telemetry requirements apply to direct diversions of more than 10,000 AFY or diversions to storage if 

storage capacity is 10,000 AF or more

Hourly

• Direct Diversion: 100 AFY or more
• Diversion to Storage: Storage capacity of 200 AF or more

Daily

• Direct Diversion: 10 AFY or more
• Diversion to Storage: Storage capacity of 50 AF or more

Weekly

• Diversion to Storage: Storage capacity of 10 AF or more

Monthly



What to Report

• Report of Measurement Device 
• Only need to complete once per device 
• Make/Model/Serial Number/Device Type 

• Both measurement devices and recording/logging devices 
• Installation date and name of installer 
• Accuracy certification 
• Date of most recent (re)calibration 

• Data files 
• Optional interim template is available; more formal guidance to come 
• Machine - readable formats (.csv, . xls , .xlsx, .txt, . dat ) 
• Descriptive column headings 
• Include units of measurement (e.g., cubic feet per second, acre-feet)
• One data file per device 
• Data to include: 

• Date and time 
• Device reading, with units 
• Amount diverted, with units (cumulative volume) 
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Examples of Acceptable Data Formats
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Examples of Unreadable Data Formats
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Optional Interim Template
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Measuring and Monitoring Regulations 

Additional 
Resources 
& Guidance
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Phone: (916) 341-5300
Email:  DWR-Measurement@Waterboards.ca.gov

waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/pr
ograms/diversion_use/water_measurement.html

mailto:DWR-Measurement@Waterboards.ca.gov
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/diversion_use/water_measurement.html
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Water Right Registrations Overview

Jonathan Pham 
 Environmental Scientist 

Jonathan.Pham@waterboards.ca.gov

Siddharth Sewalia 
 Senior Water Resources Control Engineer 

Siddharth.Sewalia@waterboards.ca.gov

mailto:Jonathan.Pham@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:Siddharth.Sewalia@waterboards.ca.gov


“It is in the public interest to provide a 
timely, efficient, and economic procedure 
for the acquisition of rights to appropriate 
water…” 

§ 1228.1. of CA Statutory Water Code

Types of Water Right Registrations 

Water Rights 
Registrations 

Legal Basis • Small Domestic Use (SDU) 
• Livestock Stockpond Use (LSU) 
• Small Irrigation Use (SIUR) 

• Cannabis Small Irrigation Use (SIUR) 
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Do you need a Water Right (Registration)?
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Water Source(s) 

• Surface Water  
• (Creeks, Rivers, Springs) 

• Mapped Subterranean 
Stream Diversion 

• On-Stream Reservoir

• Percolating Groundwater 
• Water Purveyor 
• Rainwater Catchment 
• Fully Contained Springs **

Outside of DWR 
 permitting authority 

**Pending Spring evaluation

NO

Within DWR 
 permitting authority

YES



Onstream Reservoirs: Collects natural, concentrated, 
and channelized surface flows. 

Some 
Stockponds are 

Onstream 
Reservoirs 
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All onstream reservoirs are surface diversions and 
therefore will require a water right.



What type of 
water right 

registration 
do I need?

• Small Domestic Use Registrations (SDU) 
• For domestic uses, associated with dwelling 
• One SDU per diversion facility

• Incidental irrigation and domestic stockwatering 
ok if supporting dwelling 

• Livestock Stockpond Use Registration (LSU) 
• For watering of commercial livestock 
• No more than 1 LSU per 50 acres of land 

• Small Irrigation Use Registration (SIUR) 
• Irrigation of commercial crops  
• Includes heat control/frost protection 
• No more that 1 SIUR per 20 acres of irrigated land 

• Cannabis crops requires a specific SIUR 

All registration types above allow for additional uses of aesthetics, fire 
protection, recreation, and fish & wildlife enhancement. 20 



Water Right Registrations

*Cannabis Diversions prohibited from April 1 to October 31 of each year to 
preserve flows in dry months (Cannabis Surface Diversion Forbearance Period). 

**Increased Initial and Annual Fees for Cannabis SIUR’s  
with an onstream reservoir 21

Registration 
Type

Max Diversion  
to Storage 

Max Direct 
Diversion Rate Initial Fees Annual Fees

Requires 
CDFW 

Notification
Small Domestic 10 Acre-ft/year 4,500 gal/day $250 $100 Yes

Livestock 
Stockpond 10 Acre-ft/year 4,500 gal/day $250 $100 Yes

Small Irrigation 20 Acre-ft/year 42,000 gal/day $750 $100 No

Cannabis Small 
Irrigation* 6.6 Acre-ft/year 10 gal/min $750 

$4,750**
$750 

$1,000** LSAA coverage



How to obtain a 
Water Right 
Registration 
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Access Forms/Cannabis Portal:
• Registration Forms (fillable pdfs) are available 

online for printing/hardcopy submissions 
o Staff also have some copies available today! 

• Cannabis Registrations are submitted via an 
online Cannabis Portal 

General Steps: 
1. Google: “Water Rights Registrations”, our 

informational page should be first link 
2. Informational page provides resources on how 

submit your registration package depending on 
your desired type of right (SDU vs. LSU vs. SIUR) 

3. Submit Registration package with complete 
payment to address on form (hardcopy mail or 
Cannabis Portal)
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Water Right Registrations Webpage 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrigh
ts/water_issues/programs/registrations/

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/waterrights/water_issues/programs/registrations/
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*Cannabis SIUR applications are submitted 
via the Cannabis Cultivation Program 

Application Portal (Portal)

Water Right Registrations Applications



Information 
Requested in 
Registration 

Forms (1)
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• Registrant/Landowner/Agent Contact Info 

• Description of Diversion/Project 

• Assessor’s Parcel Number(s) 

• Location of Point of Diversion (POD) 

• Intended Purpose + Incidental Uses 

• Estimated diversion rates (gallons/min) 

• Estimated annual diversion volume (acre - feet) 

• Water Storage Capacity (Tanks/Ponds/Bladders) 

• Right of Access Documents (Easements) 

• Site Photos (See next slide) 



27 

1 2

3 4

4

Photo Requirements 

1. Point of Diversion (Facing Upstream) 

2. Point of Diversion (Facing Downstream) 

3. Place of Use (Ex: House for SDU) 

4. Storage Facility (Tanks and/or Reservoirs) 



Contact 
Information
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Measuring and Monitoring Regulations 
Phone: (916) 341-5300
Email:   DWR-Measurement@Waterboards.ca.gov

Water Rights Registrations 
Phone: (916) 319 - 9427 
Email:  CannabisReg@waterboards.ca.gov

Clear Lake Hitch Project 
Email:   ClearLakeHitch@waterboards.ca.gov

mailto:DWR-Measurement@Waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:CannabisReg@waterboards.ca.gov
mailto:ClearLakeHitch@waterboards.ca.gov


Q & A
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