
  
  

  
  

 
    

        
     

   
   

      

 
   

 
 

 
 

      
  

  
  

Finley Farms LCS 2024 
Section 8: Graduated Groundwater Cessation Schedule LCS 

In the 2024 irrigation year we plan to use Option #1 of the groundwater cessation schedule. 
This option is 15% by July 15, 50% by August 15, and 90% by August 31, with a maximum of 8 
inches of water to be applied to the remaining 10% of irrigated acres during the remainder of 
the irrigation season. This 10% can be on land previously fallowed. We have 1,003 total acres in 
our cessation schedule in 2024 We will have 151 Acres of grain which would allow us to shut off 
irrigation to 15% of our acres by July 15th. Site 5-04 will have 136 acres of grain and site 1-01 
will be 15 acres of grain. This will allow us to reach the 15% required by July 15th. For the August 
15th 50% shut off we will quit irrigating sites 4-05, 3-03, 4-03, 3-01, and 3-02. This allows us to 
add 367 acres on top of the 151 acres above for a total of 518 acres shut off. We also will be in 
communication with our coordinating entity and providing proof of our 90% shut off on August 
31 at sites 5-01, 5-03, 3-05, 3-07, and 4-01. We will communicate to the coordinating entity the 
site-specific need for the 10% of acreage to receive 8 inches of irrigation. To reach the 
percentages listed above we must plant more grain than we normally would, and we will only 
get 3 cuttings of hay when we normally would get 4. 

Section 7: Best Management Practices Groundwater LCS 
In 2024 we will also enroll two sites totaling 189 acres in the BMP LCS. Site MD-01 and 3-06 are 
both center pivots with the LEPA system installed studies have shown that LEPA can create a 
water savings of 18 to 26%. We have a moisture meter installed at site MD-01 and will not use 
end guns. 



  
 

   
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

   

   
 

 

Finley Farms LCS 2024 
Section 6: Metering Information 

We will put on 1 meter on 2 pivots. Each of these pivots has different soil types and we feel 
would give you a diverse amount of data locations. We will install meters on pivots at sites MD-
01 and 5-01. We simply cannot equip each well with meters as they won’t fit, and we are way 
too far in the year to even begin to try and get even one system set up to make them fit. We 
have spoken with Kerns Irrigation and are actively in the process of acquiring meters for the 
pivots listed above. They have excellent technological support and can get us the meters that 
we have already viewed at the world ag expo and suggest them as well. We will send in our 
meter readings at the first of each month. We will take pictures of the meters and report our 
data via email to the state water board and our coordinating entity. We feel that doing these 2 
meters is manageable for us and it will give you excellent data to better help you understand 
irrigation usage in 2 different locations. This application and our commitment to provide data 
is for the 2024 irrigation season only. 



  

 

 

 

 

Pump Name Pump Coordinates 
Big Diesel 
Potatoe 
Little Diesel 
Dam 
Pivot 1 Variable 
Reinke 
Shop Variable 
Tree Farm 30 Hp 
Tree Farm 15hp 
Lighthill 1 
Lighthill 2 
Lighthill 3 
Burton 
Serpa Big Pivot 1 creek 
Serpa Big Pivot 2 trail 
Serpa Big Pivot 3 Field 
Pond Pump 
MD-01 

















    

 
     

 

 

From: Jason Finley 
To: WB-DWR-ScottShastaDrought 
Subject: Fw: Change in LCS 
Date: Monday, July 8, 2024 9:15:24 AM 

EXTERNAL: 

To: kevin.delano@waterboards.ca.gov <kevin.delano@waterboards.ca.gov>; Chris Voigt 

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Jason Finley 

<chrisb.voigt@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, July 8, 2024 at 09:08:48 AM PDT 
Subject: Change in LCS 

Hi there, 

2 fields that are enrolled in my LCS, (cessetation method) Sites: 5-03/ 45 AC. And 5-01 / 20 AC. of the 
240, both which are wheelines have not performed to what I would have liked. They are both Orchard 
grass crops. The water was off June 14th on both of these fields, I have them currently set to water until 
August 31st. I would like to dry both of those fields up. I was anticipating putting on another 15 inches at 
least of water on each site per. AC. I would like to add 2 sites that were not on my LCS this year;  sites: 1-
04/ 50 AC. And  1-06  75 AC. That is A total of 125 AC. The month of August I will put on half as much 
water on these 2 sites, because they are Alfalfa. 2 passes with the wheelines, which is 7 inches. So My 
water consumption will actually be less by making this change. Crops change throughout the summer 
months, and do not always go as you would have planned in April, thus the request for the change. I will 
work with Chris, My coordinating entity and go over this with him. 

Please pass on if you could, I didn't know who to send this to. 

Thank You 

Jason Finley 



 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

      

 

From: Preston Munson 
To: WB-DWR-ScottShastaDrought 
Subject: Re: LCS questions - additional information needed 
Date: Friday, June 21, 2024 10:49:20 AM 

EXTERNAL: 

Hi Rachel, hopefully this helps for your questions on Finley Farms LCS. 
BMP 

1.Yes, we do adhere to each BMP requirement. 
2.You are correct in that those acres are what we have under irrigation and the maps will include the 
corners we have cut out. 

Graduated Cessation 
1. Once again you are correct that is because of dry corners and acres that are not under irrigation. 
2. To reach our 90% reduction for August 31st we will shut off 5-01, 5-03, 3-05, 3-07, and 4-01. 

Hopefully that answers your questions. 
If you have further questions you can email me at 

Thanks, Preston From Finley Farms 

On Thursday, June 20, 2024 at 05:13:19 PM PDT, Jason wrote: 

Sent from my iPhone 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: WB-DWR-ScottShastaDrought <DWR-ScottShastaDrought@waterboards.ca.gov> 
Date: June 20, 2024 at 3:51:46 PM PDT 
To: 
Cc: WB-DWR-ScottShastaDrought <DWR-ScottShastaDrought@waterboards.ca.gov> 
Subject: LCS questions - additional information needed 

Hi Mr. Finley, 

We have been reviewing your proposed groundwater local cooperative solutions for 2024 
and need some additional information. Please send the following information at your 
earliest convenience so we can continue processing your application: 

Best Management Practice: 

1. The BMP requirements include ceasing irrigation of corners after June 15, 
2024, and limiting irrigation based on water year, in addition to the use of soil 
moisture sensors for monitoring, the use of LEPA systems, and not using end 
guns for the duration of the season. The exact wording for these requirements 
is in the application. Please certify to adhere to each BMP requirement in 



 

 

      

 

 
 

 

      

 

      

 

 

 

 

the response to this email. 

2. I just wanted to clarify the number of acres for the BMP, as the total added 
from the acreage listed on the maps (211 acres) is a bit larger than the acreage 
listed in the application (189). I was curious if this difference was from 
excluding corners or other portions of the fields? 

Graduated Cessation: 

1. From adding up the field acreages from the maps, I calculated a different 
acreage amount for the overall total and fields to cease irrigating for August 
15th. I just wanted to check in if that was again because corners or portions of 
certain fields were not included. If so, please let me know. I attached a 
spreadsheet to make things clearer, with the numbers that do not match in red 

2. Please provide information regarding how the 90% reduction for the 
August 31st date will be met (which fields / amount of fields irrigation will cease 
on). 

Please let me know if you have any questions or need me to clarify anything. 

Sincerely, 

Rachel 

Rachel Wright 

Environmental Scientist 

Instream Flows Unit 

Division of Water Rights, State Water Resources Control Board 

<Finley_acreage_check.xlsx> 



 
   

 

 

 

 

 

From: Jason Finley 
To: Richardson, Shay@Waterboards 
Subject: Re: [Urgent] Action Required: Revise Metering Plan to Avoid Curtailment 
Date: Monday, July 22, 2024 7:19:54 PM 

EXTERNAL: 

Hi, 
Yes the summary about our phone conversation is correct. I already called and ordered the 

meters. They will be installed as soon as I receive them. 

Thanks! 

Jason 

Sent from my iPad 

On Jul 22, 2024, at 4:44 PM, Richardson, Shay@Waterboards 
<Shay.Richardson@waterboards.ca.gov> wrote: 

Hi Jason, 

To summarize our phone conversation, you plan to install two additional 
meters on two more pivots, which will irrigate 85 and 100 acres. You 
currently have two pivots with meters installed that irrigate 320 acres. 

You plan to order the two meters this week and will install them in August 
2024. You agree to provide the State Water Board with the water usage data 
from these meters for the entire 2025 irrigation season, as well as for the 
remainder of the 2024 irrigation season. 

You also clarified that your 2024 LCS has less acreage than in previous years 
because you participated in CDFW grant opportunities that required you to 
shut off pumps early for this irrigation season. 

Thank you, Jason! I really appreciate your kindness and cooperation in 
getting this sorted out. Can you please confirm that this information is 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

accurate? 

Take care, 
Shay 

From: WB-DWR-ScottShastaDrought 
Sent: Monday, July 22, 2024 3:49 PM 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: [Urgent] Action Required: Revise Metering Plan to Avoid Curtailment 

Hi Jason, 

Apologies for the duplicate emails, but I am writing you again to give you a 
heads up that a curtailment order will likely be issued this week. 

In reviewing your application, the metering plan included in your LCS was 
determined to be insufficient based on the requirements of the Drought 
Emergency Regulation. To avoid being subject to the curtailment order 
while your application is still under review, we require that you commit 
to providing a plan and timeline to install meters that will monitor water 
usage for the majority of the acreage included in your LCS proposal. At 
this time, we only require that you provide a plan and reasonable timeline to 
install meters and agree to provide metering data for a full irrigation season 
from the time of installation. For example, if you agree to install meters on XX 
number of wells (or pivots, etc.) in Fall 2024, you would then provide a full 
year of metering data for the 2025 irrigation season. 

We also recognize that installing meters on additional pivots or wells could 
be costly. To address this concern, the State Water Board has funding and a 
contractor to assist with meter purchase and installation. Attached to this 
email, you will find the application form to request State Water Board 
funding for the meter(s). You can complete and return the form in response 
to this email or send it to ScottShastaDrought@waterboards.ca.gov. 

Please advise how you would like to proceed, and let us know if you have any 
questions. 

Thank you, 
Shay 




