


















Section 9: Percent Reduction Groundwater LCS 
The applicable percent reduction in groundwater pumping noted below must be 
demonstrated for the Percent Reduction Groundwater LCS consistent with section 875(f)
(4)(D)(v) of the emergency regulation, and summarized below. 

• Scott River Watershed: A net groundwater pumping reduction of at least 30%
throughout the irrigation season (April 1 – October 31) and a monthly reduction of
at least 30% between July 1 through October 31.

• Shasta River Watershed: A net groundwater pumping reduction of at least 15%
throughout the irrigation season (March 1 – November 1) and a monthly reduction
of at least 15% between June 1 through September 30.

• The relevant water use reduction shall be based on a comparison to a baseline
irrigation season (i.e., 2020, 2021, 2022, or 2023).

o BUT, if the previous year baseline is higher than the following applied
water rates:
 33 inches per year for alfalfa,
 14 inches per year for grain, or
 30 inches per year for pasture

o Then the above values shall be used as the baseline UNLESS the
applicant provides sufficient additional information supporting an
alternative baseline.

• Please provide the total amount of irrigated acreage (with units) under your
proposal for a Percent Reduction Groundwater LCS.

• If you are proposing a Percent Reduction Groundwater LCS, please include the
following files to the State Water Board and your Coordinating Entity.

a. A description of practices that reduces groundwater pumping and how the
State Water Board (or Coordinating Entity, if applicable) can verify those
actions.

b. A spreadsheet with monthly pumping volumes for the selected baseline
year and current year. Use one row per irrigation method per field.

c. Map(s) with each field labeled, well locations, and meter locations.
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April 15, 2025 

State Water Resources Control Board 

1001 I St. 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Re: Local Cooperative Solution- California Heritage Farms, LLC 

 

To Deputy Director: 

As authorized by 23 CCR §§ 875(f)(4)(D), California Heritage Farms LLC is providing this letter 
to further describe its proposed local cooperative solution (LCS) for the 2025 irrigation 
season. 

 

Introduction 

California Heritage Farms (CHF) leases approximately 719 acres of irrigated land (alfalfa 
and permanent pasture) in the Scott River water shed. CHF raises high quality feed store 
hay, pasture-based hogs, and grass-fed cattle and uses rotational grazing, planting of 
cover crops to improve soil health, and water holding capacities. Siskiyou County spray 
maps of land leased by California Heritage Farms are attached. The 719 irrigated acres are 
irrigated by wheel lines and pivots using ground water wells. Water rights consist of 
overlying and adjudicated rights.  No surface water will be substituted for the groundwater 
reductions listed out in this plan. 

Conservation Efforts and Improvements 

1. LEPA System Installation: In the spring of 2020 we retrofitted an 8-span pivot to 
the Low Energy Precision Application (LEPA) system. In the spring of 2025 we have 
installed 2 more pivots with LEPA and will add one more pivot with the LEPA system 



in the fall of 2025. The LEPA system utilizes very low pressure “bubbling” nozzles (as 
opposed to high pressure rotating nozzles that disperse water over a larger area) 
that result in far less wind loss and more precise and effective water application. 
LEPA manufacturer’s estimate that total water savings of up to 18% is achievable 
based on reduced wind drift and less frequent irrigation. Soil moisture sensors 
installed in 2021 document this response. The introduction of the LEPA system and 
soil moisture sensors have created further opportunities for us to conserve water.  
 

2025 Water Plan 
 

a. For 2025 California Heritage Farms will use the graduated groundwater 
cessation schedule option 2. This practice will reduce irrigation compared to 
standard year by the following.  In 2017, we started planting cover crops after 
our grain crops were harvested. This was done for numerous reasons; 
reduces soil erosion, helps with water hold capacity by building soil organic 
matter, and building soil health by having multiple plant varieties in the soil. 
For 2025 we will be forgoing planting 171 acres to cover crops after we have 
harvested our grain crops which will lead to soil erosion, dead soil from not 
having a living plant in it and the use of more synthetic fertilizers.  

b. Shutting off water on 34ac of pasture on 8/20/25. On a standard year 
irrigation would continue until late September. It is to note that this will more 
than likely lead to pasture loss. Pasture needs a baseline water usage of 
around 40 inches of water.  
 

c. We will be fallowing 34.5 acres (30.5 ac of wheel line and 4 ac of Pivot) of 
land that was previously irrigated by wheel line and pivot in 2020.  

d. The Coordinating Entity to ensure implementation of the LCS will be a 
contractor with the Scott River Water Trust.  

 
2. 2025 Proposed Metering Actions:  

 
McFadden Ranch has a total of 3 wells. All 3 wells feed a pivot that covers 170.5 or 
91% of the irrigated ground out of a total of 188ac. It is not cost effective to meter all 
3 wells. This pivot is having a new meter installed and will be used to report 
pumping volumes monthly. The meter will have a reading taken on the 1st of each 
month and reported by Jim Harris to the Scott River Water Trust monthly. 
 

3. Whipple's: All three wells are recorded and reported to the State Water Board 
annually.  Of the 3 wells the big well is metered and recorded monthly by Jim Harris. 
For the other 2 well we have applied for assistance from the SWB to install a meters. 



All recordings will be taken monthly by Jim Harris and reported to the Scott River 
Water Trust. 

 
4. Non metered wells: Acreage not being metered is 197. At the Berry Patch Ranch for 

meters to be placed on these two wells there will have to be a major overhaul of the 
pumping system and it is not financially feasible. In the spring of 2025, we will be 
installing a new pivot that will cover 50ac that will have a meter installed on it. Also, 
at that time a meter will be installed on the existing pivot. These two pivots will 
cover 110ac out of the 197 total acers.  

 
5. Please note that this plan is offered in good faith in connection with the 2025 

irrigation season only.  All rights, claims, and defenses with regard to the matters 
described herein are hereby expressly reserved.  Moreover, and as this plan is 
offered voluntarily (without any current legal obligation to undertake the matters 
described herein), should any governmental or NGO funds later become available 
for any forbearance or improvement efforts to which the California Heritage Farms, 
LLC would otherwise be entitled, nothing herein shall be construed to limit the 
availability of such funds to the California Heritage Farms, LLC provided that we 
materially perform the 2025 undertakings described herein. Water saved under this 
proposal will not be transferred to parcels not included under the LCS and we will 
not knowingly or intentionally otherwise take actions outside of the LCS that 
diminish, in any material way, the overall thirty percent reduction established by 
this proposal.    

 

It is important to note that these proposed water conservation measures will greatly 
impact our overall crop production, decrease in our operations income, and limit our 
ability to implement additional healthy soil practices as well as impacted the overall 
economy of Scott Valley. 

Please timely advise as to your decision on the acceptability of this plan in lieu of 
regulatory curtailment as contemplated by Title 23, Article 23.5, Section 875 and thank you 
for your consideration in this matter. 

Please feel free to contact me with any questions. 

 

Regards, 

 

California Heritage Farms 

 



 










