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BIG PINE PAIUTE TRIBE OF THE OWENS VALLEY 
Big Pine Paiute Indian Reservation 

P.O. Box 700  ∙  825 South Main Street  ∙  Big Pine, CA 93513 
(760) 938-2003  ∙  fax (760) 938-2942 

www.bigpinepaiute.org 
 

December 2, 2016 
 
Submitted by email to: Lahontan@waterboards.ca.gov 
 
RE: Crystal Geyser WDR Comments 
 
Dear Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board: 
 
The Big Pine Paiute Tribe of the Owens Valley (Tribe), a federally recognized Tribe, appreciates 
the opportunity to submit comments to the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board 
(LRWQCB) regarding the Tentative Waste Discharge Requirements for Crystal Geyser’s Cabin 
Bar Ranch and Olancha Spring Water Bottling Facilities in Inyo County (WDR).  The Tribe is 
committed to the responsible stewardship of natural resources and hopes that these comments 
will assist in avoiding any potential environmental consequences by activities which will be 
allowed under the permitting of waste discharges associated with the operations of Crystal 
Geyser’s Water Bottling facilities in Inyo County.  
 
Table 1 of the WDR lists Constituents of Concern (COCs), which include cleaning 
solutions/detergents, sanitizing solutions, industrial materials, cooling tower anti-scalant, 
chlorinated water, and pre-production plastic; however the Tribe finds the list to be 
incomplete.  In addition to the COCs listed, the Tribe would like to add any other constituents 
which may be present due to the disinfection process conducted by Crystal Geyser.  The bottled 
water production section of the WDR includes a description of the ozonated process for 
disinfection but the COCs do not include any of the byproducts.  Ozonation disinfection can 
react with natural organic matter to produce a variety of oxidation by-products that typically 
include aldehydes, aldo- and keto-acids, carboxylic acids and peroxides.  Therefore, the Tribe 
would like the LRWQCB to fully consider all COCs including those which are present in the 
disinfection process because the waters will be discharged through the application of this 
permit and can affect groundwater quality.   
 
Table 2 of the WDR has a listing of constituents with Expected Discharge of Water Quality for 
COCs.  In addition to the listed constituents, the Tribe would like to see LRWQCB include the 
constituents which were identified in the Phase 2 and 3 Investigative reports showing 
concentrations of various constituents which had exceeded their respective maximum 
containment level (MCL) or were below MCLs but exceeding apparent background levels.  The 
additional constituents to include on Table 2 which exceeded MCLs are antimony, barium, lead, 
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