
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 

Mr. Omar Rivera 
Southern California Gas Company 
9400 Oakdale Ave. SC9314 
Chatsworth, CA 91311 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQESTED 
No. 7008 1140 0002 8671 9288 

TECHNICALLY CONDITIONED WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION FOR 
PROPOSED SOUTHEUN CALIFORNIA GAS COMPANY SULLIVAN CANYON 
LINES 3003 AND 407 PIPELINE PROTECTION PLAN PUOJECT (Corps' Project No. 
2009-00087-KW), SULLIVAN CANYON CREEK, CITY OF LOS ANGELES, LOS 
ANGELES COUNTY (File No. 14-034) 

Dear Mr. Rivera: 

Board staff has reviewed your request on behalf of Southern California Gas Company 
(Applicant) for a Clean Water Act Section 40 I Water Quality Certification for the above­
referenced project. Your application was deemed complete January 21,2015. 

I hereby issue an order certifying that any discharge from the referenced project will comply 
with the applicable provisions of sections 301 (Effluent Limitations), 302 (Water Quality Related 
Effluent Limitations), 303 (Water Quality Standards and Implementation Plans), 306 (National 
Standards of Performance), and 307 (Toxic and Pretreatment Effluent Standards) of the Clean 
Water Act, and with other applicable requirements of State law. This discharge is also regulated 
under State Water Resources Control Board Order No. 2003 - 0017 - DWQ, "General Waste 
Discharge Requirements for Dredge and Fill Discharges that have received State Water Quality 
Certification" which requires compliance with all conditions of this Water Quali ty Certification. 

Please read this entire document carefully. The Applicant shall be liable civilly for any 
violations of this Certification in accordance with the California Water Code. This Certification 
does not eliminate the Applicant's responsibility to comply with any other applicable laws, 
requirements and/or permits. 

Should you have questions concerning this Certification action, please contact Valerie 
Carri lloZara, P.O., Lead, Section 401 Program, at (213) 576-6759 . 

.stkh-~ {_ ) 
Samuel Unger, POE~ 

J ~ (.. L.. , z..a l~ 
Date\ ' 

Executive Office 

CHAHLl ' S r w.rn. CIIAin 1 SAMULL U NGLn, c•ccur,vc orroccn 

320 West 41h St.. S~•ite 200. Lot\ Anqoles, CA 9001 3 www wnhtrhoe.rd_, en q ov/losanqele!t 



DISTRIBUTION LIST 

Jason Kirschenstein (via electronic copy) 
Sage 1 nstitute lnc. 
1065 Higuera Street, Suite 301 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

Bill Onne (via electronic copy) 
State Water Resources Control Board 
Division of Water Quality 
P.O. Box 944213 
Sacramento, CA 94244-2130 

Brock Wannouth (via electronic copy) 
California Department ofFish and Wildlife 
Streambed Alteration Team 
3883 Ruffin Rd Suite A 
San Diego, CA. 92 123-481 3 

Daniel Swenson (via electronic copy) 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Regulatory Branch, Los Angeles District 
915 Wilshire Blvd. , Suite 1 101 
Los Angeles, CA 900 I 7 

Melissa Sciann i (v ia electronjc copy) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 941 05 

G. Mendel Stewart 
Johnathan Snyder 
U.S. Fish and W ildlife Service 
2177 Salk A venue 
Carlsbad , CA 92008 

Patricia Choat 
Sulli van Canyon Property Owners Assoc iation 
1771 Old Ranch Road 
Los Angeles, CA 90049 

Tom Hayden 
Peace and Justice Resource Center 
1 0536 Culver Blvd, Ste H 
Culver City, CA 90232 



1. Applicant: 

2. Applicant ·s Agent: 

3. Project Name: 

4. Project Location: 

5. Type of Project: 

6. Project Purpose: 

ATTACHMENT A 

Project Information 
File No. 14-034 

Omar Ri vera 
Southern California Gas Company 
9400 Oakdale Ave. SC9314 
Chatsworth, CA 913 11 

Phone: (8 18) 70 1-4534 fax: (818) 701-4588 

Jason Kirschenstein 
Sage Institute Inc. 
I 065 Higuera Street. Sui te 301 
San Luis Obispo, CA 93401 

Phone: (805) 434-2804 x I 01 Fax: (805) 980-5886 

Cali forn ia Gas Company Sull ivan Canyon Lines 3003 and 407 
Pipeline Protection and Majntenance Plan 

Los Angeles, Los Angeles County 

Latitude 

34. 125575 
34.074835 

Longitude 

11 8.525902 
118.509665 

High pressure natural gas pipeline inspection and maintenance 

T he Proposed Project (Project) will ma inta in two essential high­
pressure natural gas transmission pipet ines to ensure safe and 
re liable natural gas service to serve mi ll ions of residential. 
commercial, and industTial customers in the Los Angeles region. A 
maintenance road will provide access for ongoing routine 
inspection and maintenance operations required under federa l and 
slate regulations, and App licant policy. 

The Project incorporates the following requirements: 

Compliance with the existing Department of Transportation 
(DOT) and California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC): 

The continued safe. secure and re i iable suppl y of natural gas to 
residential , commercial and industrial customers. 

Infrastructure with structural integrity to provide the needed 
fl ex ibility and reliability to meet customer demand 

Protected pipelines and access to pipel ines to comply with 
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7. Project Description: 

ATTACHMENT A 

Project fnformatioo 
File No. 14-034 

federal and state regulations. 

Responsibility to rate payers to meet lhe purpose and need in a 
c:ost-effective manner. 

Access agreements and easement rights from adjoining 
land6wners. 

The Project is located within the Sullivan Canyon lloodplain, 
approximately 2.5 miles west of State Highway 405 in the 
Brentwood area of the City of Los Angeles. The Sullivan Canyon 
project area includes appro,rimately 4.5 mile reach from San 
Vicente Mountain to the Los Angeles County debris basin near 
Queensferry Road io tbe Brentwood area or the City of Los 
Angeles. 

The Regional Board previously issued a Section 40 I Water Quality 
Certification on March 26, 2009 for a similar pipeline repair 
project. The following project components wil l be authorized 
under rhjs Certification: 

CmTent Planned Road Repair 
The maintenance road has experienced degradation from hillside 
erosion and stream flows. Southern California Gas has identi lied 
ten locations on the existing maintenance road that will be repaired 
with ungrouted rip-rap. Seven of the ten identitied areas wil l have a 
rtp-rap installation, whi le the remaining areas will undergo an 
articulated concrete mat sediment control bem1 installation tJ1at 
requires two articulated mats witl1in existing road prism. The 
sediment control berm was proposed due to the shallow pipe within 
the active roadway/channel. A total of 0.01 temporary acres (330 
square feet) or Waters of U .S wetlands, 0.02 temporary acres (660 
square feet) of Water of U.S non wetlands, and 0.04 permanent 
ac res (1700 square feet) of Water of U.S non wetlands will be 
impacted. 

l.11~1i11n 
.-\eli\ it · DtScrtption ~ott~ 10 

Riprap lnstallnLion I Verified delineation shows activity in arlj ncc:nt 
R14 Maintenance Road Erosion upland bench above waters or U.S. Total 

Repair· ri pl'llp foo tprint to he approximately 200sf 

Riprup lnstallutiun J Vcri{h:d dclineation shows activit) in adjacent 

Rl5 Maintenan~ Road Erosion upland bench above wuters of U.S.; impacts 

It<:; pair 
are considered worst ~.:asc bused on current 

site conditions I rond drai'nage pattern. 
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Rl6 

Rl7 

Rl 8 

R1 9 

R20 

R9.8 

R21 

R 13.1 

ATTACHMENT A 

Pro,ject Information 
File No. 14-034 

Riprt1p Installation I 
Maintenance Road Erosion 

Repair 

Ripmp Lnstallation I 
Maintenance Road Erosion 

Repair 

Ripr!!p Lnstallation I 
Mainlcrmncc Roml Erosion 

Rt plli r 

Articulated Concrete Mat 
Sediment Control Berm 

Installat ion 

Riprap Installation I 
Maintenance Road Brosion 

Repair 

Articulated Concrete Mat 
Scdimcm Control 13cnn 

l nstallation 

Articulated Concrete MaL 

Sediment Cotilrol Bem1 
Installation 

Ri prap Installation I 
Maintenance Road Erosion 

Repair 

Veri lit:d deliueation shows a.:llvi ty in u<l,i:u:cnt 
upland bench above waters nf t J. ·.; impae~s ore 

considert:d worst ca:;e based on curn:nt site 
conditions I road drainage panern. 

Re[>Dir will extend existing riprap between 
P lDI lUld PID2. 

·-

Sediment Control Berm proposed due to 
shallow pipe within active roadway/channel. 

Activity wus pn:viously approved in :20 12. Will 
require two articulated mats within existing 

road prism. 

Riprnp proposed up and downstream of lm\--
water crossing. m.ljactnl lo E I l . l 

ediment Control Berm proposed due to 

shallow f)ipe within n.ctive roaoway/chnnncl. 
Will require two articulated mats within 

existing road prism. 

Sediment Control Benn proposed due to 
shallow pipe witbirJ active roudwnylcllannel. 

Wi ll require two articulated ma~' withirr 
existing road prism. 

Riprup extension area downstream of R 13 
articulated concrete mat road crossing 

(upstream end of debris basin). 

Ongoing Routine Maintenance Activ ities 
The following is a list of typical maintenance actions that must be 
routi nely conducted within SuJi ivan Canyon to salely maintain the 
pipeline system and maintenance road. The actions described below 
are regulated by the DOT and/or CPUC and are considered safety 
related actions. Some of these actions are conducted on a specific 
schedule and some are conducted in response to storm flows or 
other w1foreseen events. Southern Cal ifornia Gas' goal is to 
maintain the safe and re liab le operation or its system while 
minimizing impacts to the extent practicable whi le ensuring the 
habitat values and functions of waters or the U.S. within Sull ivan 
Canyon's natural resources !;ire maintained. 

Pipctinc Inspection. Pipeline inspection uses on-the~grounu visual 
inspection using maintenance roads and support facilities. 
Personnel check and record pipeline comlitions, replace missing or 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Pro,jcci lnfom1ation 
File No. 14-034 

d~tmag~d pipeline maJkers and patrol signs, assure that pipeline 
markers are clearly visible, perform minor maintenance activities, 
and record any conditions that may affect pipeline operations. 
Surveillance (i.e. locating and marking or pipelines and faci lities) is 
neces!-!uary to ensure no damage is caused by third party excavation 
or construction activi ties. Leakage surveys are completed at least 
once each year and more frequent ly if needed. Cathodic protection 
surveys are completed bimonthly. Copper Sulf~tle Surveys arc 
conducted as a result or low pipe to soil electrical potentials. 

Unscheduled maintenance and inspection may be initiated as a 
result of conditions encountered during nonnal maintemmce 
activiries. Unscheduled majntenance may also include special 
patrols conducted after heavy rains, fires. or other natural disasters 
to assess d~;unage to maintenance roads and facilities and to insure 
that underground pipe has not been exposed as a consequence of 
erosion. Personnel also inspect for suhsidence that may threaten to 
wash out a pipeline. 

Access road m~intenance includes grading of the exJstmg 
maintenance access road and spot-repair of erosion sites subject to 
scow-ing to allow for the passage or inspection vehicles. This is 
done as necessary. usually roUowing seasonal rains. The area of 
repair is usually limited to the width of the access road 
(approximately 12 feet wide). 

Where practical. brtass mowing. weed whipping, or other 
mechanical methods will be employed before using pest icides. 
Pesticide use typically refers to applications of 0.25 acres or greater 
on pipeline areas. These applications are used to maintain access to 
pipeline facilities and are performed either by the Applicant or a 
contractor. Prior to application, n site and product specific 
recommendation is obtained by the Applicant from a State Certified 
Pest Control Advisor aod reviewed by employees and contractors. 
The Applicant will also follow any applicable statcwid'= general 
permit fm the discharge of aquatic pesticides. 

Below grade pipe and coating inspections are conducted as a result 
of low pipe-to-soi l electrical potentials (the low readings may occur 
at one point or can be several miles in lengTh), or from internal 
inspection equipment. An excavation for this purpose would disturb 
an area or appro ·imately 1 ,000 to 2.000 square feeL in size (less 
thnn 0.05 acre). 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Project In formation 
File No. 14-034 

Leak Excavations. Excavations are necessary in order to repair 
leaks reported as a result of leakage surveys. The affected pipeline 
segment would be isolated and the pipe segment would be cleared 
of residual nanrral gao:;. An exca ation lor this purpose would 
disturb an area of approximately I .000 lo 2,000 square feet (less 
than 0.05 acre) annually. 

Installation of .Magnesium Anodes. Magnesium anodes are 
installed near the pipeline at its approximate depth. Installation of 
the rnagncsiwn anodes is normally done as a result of isolated low 
pipe to so il electrical potentials discovered through routine cathodic 
protection surveys. There are typically three to six magnesium 
anode installations each year. An excavation for th is purpose v ould 
disturb an area of approximately I 0 to 20 square feet (less than 
.0005 acre) annually. 

Pipeline Excavation and Rccoating. Excavating pipe segments 
occur after subsurface inspections indicate fai led coating. When 
over 100 square feet of coal tar pipe wrap that may contain asbestos 
is present, asbcsros abatement contractors wi ll remove the fa iled 
coating material and dispose of it in an approved landfill. The area 
of disturbance depends on the extent of the failed coating. Recent 
experience has indicated an excavation for this purpose would 
disturb an area of approximately I ,000 to 2,000 square f'e·et (less 
than 0.05 acre) annual ly. 

Pipeline Segment Replacement. Replac ing pipe segments 
typically occurs alter subsurface inspections reveal severe 
c(lrrosion. The area of disturbance and the time to complete the task 
depends on the length of pipeline segment replaced. Howe er, for 
U1e purpose of the ongoing maintenance activities. the Applicant 
vvi ll only be seeking prior approval for pipeline segment 
replacement of less lhan 200 linear leet. Replacement pjpe is 
hydrostatically tested with water. Segments greater than 80 feet wi ll 
he tested in the field. A Baker lank will be brought on site for water 
slorage during hydrostatic tests if needed. 

Pipeline Protection. Exposed pipeline projects involve excavating 
a section of exposed pipeline to inspect for damage. repai ring the 
pipe wrap, and installing pipeline protection structures including 
riprap/bank protection. These projects are designed to avoid. 
minimize, and compensate for impacts on walers ofthc U.S. to the 
maximum ex1enl practicable. Permancut impacts are tempered due 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Pro,jcct Information 
File No. 14-034 

10 the methods and materials used. allowing incorporation of the 
design wit h the in-stream habitat. Vegetated riprap is instal led with 
the intent of increasing the stability of the re-contigured bank and to 
create vegetated habitat. 

Pipeline lntcgritv Corrclution/J nspcetioo Digs and Repairs. The 
Applicant is mandated by DOT and Office of Pipeline Safety (OPS) 
to internally inspect high-pressure gas transmission pipelines for 
internal c<mosion or other anomalies. This is to ensure continued 
safe: secure and ret iable supply of natural gas to residential and 
commerciaJ customers. fo llowing the internal inspections (smart 
pigging), the Applicant is required to physically inspect tbe pipeline 
and correlate the data provided by the in line inspection tool (smart 
pig). To accomplish these inspections/repa[rs, the Applicant 
excavates the pipeline~ removes pipe wrap, and visually inspects the 
pipeline. [f repairs are required. then the Applicat1t would perform 
tJ1ese repairs whi le the excavation is open, incurring no further 
impact to the area. Excavations are genera lly 40 feet long. by 15 
feet wide. to approximately 2 feet beiO\ the pipeline. Depending 0n 

the depth or rhe pi pel inc. either a rubber 1 ire backhoe, or a track 
excavator would be utilized, along wi th 2 to 3 piekup trucks, and a 
crew/gang truck. Recent experience has indicated an excavation for 
this purpose would disturb an area of approximately I ,000 to 2,000 
square feet (less than 0.05 acre) annually. 

Pipeline Safetv Enhancement Plan CPSEP). All natura l gas 
transmiss ion operators in the State of California are regu lated by 
tlle Califomia Public Utilities Commission (CPUC), and in 20 I l 
tbe CPUC ordered the operators to each develop an Implementation 
Plan to achieve the goal of orderly and cost-effectively testing or 
rcptaci11g all natural gas transmission pipelines in their system that 
ha e not been pressure-tested. Southern California Gas supports 
(his extra added tneasure of pipeline safety ordered by U1e CPUC, 
and submitted a proposed Pipeline Safety Enhancement Plan 
(PSEP) to implement the directives of the CPUC for their apnroval. 
PSEP activities lypically require hydrostatic testing and valve 
replact:mentlmodification. Impacts associated with this activity are 
similar to those described above for PipeHne Segment Replacement 
and Pipeline Integrity Correlation/Inspection Digs and Repairs. 

The ongoing routine maintenance acti vities consist of a series of 
ant icipated ongoing activi ties Lo maintain pipeline safet. in 
accordance with DOT and CPUC regulations over a five~year 
period from 2014 to 2019 and beyond ior the tile of the pipelines. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Project J oformation 
File No. 14-034 

Sullivan Canyon supports mostly non-wetland waters of the U.S. 
with varied composition, density . and vertical structure ofwoody 
tree and shrub riparian vegetation across the noodplain in the broad 
canyon bottom. A natural. low-flow channel ty pically I 0 Ln 20 feet 
wide runs through the c~ulyon bouom. The two natural gas pipelines 
und maintenance road were installed approximately 50 years ago, 
and follow, in some areas, where the natural low-flow channel 
exists today. In other areas. current surface flows have fOlmd the 
pipeline backfill and created a new low-flow channel represemed 
by clear physical evidence of an ordinary high watet mark 
(OHWM). rn the lower reaches, continued deposition of coarse 
alluvial material from flood events have allowed for the 
development or an alluvial layer that currently covers both 
pipelines. Through some of this area, an incised channel has 
develop~::d as an erosion gully through the recently deposited 
alluvial material. A natural channel tl1rough established riparian 
habilat runs parallel to the east and west of the ewsion gully 
channel witbin the existing maintenance road as it meanders 
through the canyon bottom. 

Sulli van Canyon is a very acti ve system that is subject to regular 
natural realignment of the active creek channel(s) after large storm 
events. Some areas of the creek flow through the summer with one 
small reach of year-round surface flow likely a rcsul1 of' shallow 
bedrock under t.hc coarse alluvium. Flows are highly variable with a 
significant flow and sediment transport and deposition occuning 
dw·ing major storm events with nows receding to be confined in a 
low-flow channel following stonu events. The majority of the 
canyon channel is d,-y by the end of the summer. TI1is system also 
bas the potential to transport a substantial amount of sediment 
throughout the system. 11 LS for this reason that the LACDPW 
operates a debris basin at the mouth of the canyon. 

Direct impacts wi ll be moslly to the non-wetland waters of the U.S. 
that convey flow intenu ittently following small and moderate storm 
events. Repair of1he maintenance road through the canyon bottont 
will parallel the low-flow cham1el, cross the channel, and at times 
functionally become the low-Jlow channel in narrow portions or the 
canyon. MainLaining the maintenance road alignmenL coli near with 
the cutTent low-Oow channel zone is preferred over a substantial 
amount of1i parian egetation removal to realign and construct the 
maintenance road above the flow line. It is expected that regular 
(yearly) repairs of the maintenance road will be required in areas 
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subject to erosion from large stmm event flood flows. Areas of 
riparian scrub wetland will be impacted by pipeline protection 
activities and road repair. The ripari an scrub is composed mostly of 
stands of mulefat that have developed along. the active channel with 
small wil low trees in some areas. Mulefat is the dominant riparian 
scrub species throughout tbe project area likely because it is a good 
pioueer species for floodplain areas subject to regular seasonal 
scouring events in areas that are generally dry during the summer 
months. Direct impacts from pipeline protection activities will 
occur in areas of chmmel down cutting that have exposed the 
previously buried pipeline. This occurs in lhe relati vely newly 
fon11ed low-flow channel and in areas of natural channel as these 
two types of channel features cross and intermix throughout the 
canyon bottom. The project wi ll result in di rect impacts on channel 
and associated riparian scrub vegetation as needed for access to lhe 
pipeline and repair of the maintenance road. Most impacts to both 
the non-wet land channel and riparian scrub habitat wi ll be 
temporary. 

Temporary and permanent impacts and 1ill are required for 
i rnplememation ofthe ongoing routine maintenance. Impacts will 
be detem1ined on a case-by-case basis for the routine maintenance 
activities. Impacts will occur within two water body types: 
jurisdictional wetland (riparian scrub weLland) and non-wetland 
waters (streambed unvegetated). The streambed unvegetated type is 
the 12-ll wide maintenance access road that traverses Sullivan 
Canyon. 

The following swnmarizcs the surface area of permanent and 
temporary fill into waters or the U.S. for the project over the 5 year 
perloJ. Exact impacts are not known at tlus time and therefore these 
are limits for the purpose oftbe permit. fmpact llnuts shall include: 

1.25 acres ofweLiand (riparimt scrub) waters of the U.S. 1or 
permanent fill associated wi th road repair and pipeline protection 
measures 

1.25 acres ofwt!Lland (riparian scrub) wa ters of the U.S. for 
temporary fill associated with road repair and pipeline protection 
rneasures 

l.2S acres of non-wetland waters of the U.S. for temporary rill 
assoc iated with road repair and pipeline protection measures 
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8. Federal Agency/Permit: 

9. Other Required 
Regulatory Approvals: 

1 0. Cali [ornia 
Environmental Quality 
Act Compliance: 

II . Receiving Water: 

12. Designated Beneficial 
Uses: 

13. Impacted Waters of the 
United 'tales: 

14. Dredge Volume: 

15. Related Projects 
Implemented/to be 
r mplemented by the 
Applicant: 

16. A voidance/ 
Minimization 
Activities: 

ATIACITMENT A 

Project Information 
File No. 14-034 

1.25 acres of non-wetland waters of the U .. for permanent rill 
associated wi th road repair and pipeline protection measures. 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Individual Permit (Permit No. 2009-00087-KW) 

Cali forma Depa1t ment of Fish and Wild li fe 
Streambed Alteration Agreement 
No. 1600-2008-0406-RS 

The proposed project is Categorically Exempt from CEQA pursuant 
to the CEQA Guidelines, Section 15302 Replacement or 
Reconstruction. 

ullivan Canyon Creek (Hydrologic Unit Code: 18070 I 040402) 

MUN*, REC-1, REC-2. WARM, WILD 

*Conditional beneficial usc 

Federal juri~J i cliona l wetlands: 1.25 temporary and 1.25 permanent 
ac res 

Non-wetland waters (unvcgetated streambed): 1.25 temporary and 
1 .25 permanent acres 

None 

This permit request is intended to replace Certification No. 08-162, 
which expired on March 26, 2014. The Applicant is proposing to 
continue the ongoing routine maintenance activities authorized 
under Certification No. 08- 162 for an additional ITve (5) year period 
to ensure consistency with the Section 404 permit and Streambed 
Alteration Agreement. 

The Applicant has proposed to implement several Best 
Management Practices, including, but not limited to, the following: 

• A pre-construction survey ·•tailgate" session will be conducted 
with the construction crew by a qualified biologist. The purpose 
wi ll be to discuss specillc resources in the area and the need to 
protect these resources and comply with all relevant 
penni ts/au thorizations. 
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1 7. Proposed 
Compensatory 
Mitigation: 

18. Required 
Compensatory 
Mitigation: 

ATTACHMENT A 

Prujcct Information 
File No. 14-034 

• A litter control and site cleanup program will be implemented 
onsite 

• All exposed soil wi ll be pem1anently stabilized at the earliest 
practicable date 

• Temporary impact areas will be mjnimized to the extent 
feasible 

• All construction related debris will be removed fi·om the site 

• Weather will be monitored to avoid conslTuction during rainfall 
events. 

• Original soil contours will be restored to the extent feasible 
following completion of construction acti vities. 

• Minimal vegetation clippings will be disposed of at an upland 
location above the canyon floor. 

• Weather will be monitored to avoid potential storms during 
project implementation. 

The Applicant has proposed to restore 6.25 acres for permanent 
impacts and 1.25 acres for temporary impacts. a 5: I and 1:1 ratio, 
respectively. Impacts will be mitigated. principal ly. through an in­
lieu fee payment to the Mountains Restoration Trust at $175,000 
per 1 acre of riparian wetland. Compensatory mitigation required 
for temporary and pem1anent impacts when occulTing beyond the 
12-foot wide established access road within waters of the U.S. No 
compensatory mitigation required for impacts within the 12-foot 
wide establi shed access road. 

Tbe Regional Board wi ll require the Applicant to provide 
compensatory mitigation as proposed above. 

See Allachmenl B. Conditions of Cert[fications. Additional 
Conditions for modifications and additions to the above proposed 
compensatory mitigation. 
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STANDARD CONDITIONS 

AT'IACHMENT B 

Conditions of Certification 
File No. 14-034 

Pursuant to *3860 of Title 23 or £he Calilomia Code of Regulations (23 CCR). the fo llowing 
three stand~trd conditions shall apply to this project: 

I . This Certification action is subject to modification or rcvocmion upon adrnini5itr-c:tlive or 
juclicial review, including review and amendment pursuant to § 13330 or the Califomia 
Watur Code and Article 6 (commencing wi th 23 CC R §3867). 

2. This Ct!rtificalion action is not intended and shall not be construed to apply to any ac tivity 
involving a hydroelectric facility and requiring a f'cderal Energy Rcgulat01y Commission 
(PERC) license or an amendment to a FERC license unless the pertinent Certification 
application was tiled pursuant to 23 CCR Subsection 3855(h) and the application 
specifically identified that a PERC license or amendment to a PERC license for a 
hydroelectric facil ity was being sought. 

3. Certification is conditioned upon total payment or any fee requiTed purswmt to 23 CCR 
Chapter 28 and owed by the Apnlicant. 

ADDITIONAL CONDlTIONS 

PursuanL to 23 CCR §3859(a), the Applicant shall comply \Vith the follovting additional 
condi tions: 

I. The Applicant shall submit to this Regional Board copies of any other tinal pe1mits and 
agreements required for this project. including. but not limited to, the U.S. Anny Corps of 
Engineers' (ACOE) Section 404 Permjt and the CaliJorn.ia Department of Fish and 
Wildlife's (CDPW) Streambed Alteration Agreement. These documents shall be 
submitted prior· to any discharge to waters of the State. 

2. The Applicant shall adhere Lo the mnsl suing.enl conditions indicated with either th is 
Certilication. Lhe CDFW's Streambed Alteration Agreement. or the ACOE Section 404 
Permit. 

3. The Applicant shall comply with all water qualit)1 objectives. prohibitions, and policies set 
forl11 in the Water QuaLify Control Plan, Los Angele.v Region (199-1), as amended. 

4. The Avoidanct!/Minim.ization activities proposed by the Applicant as described 111 

Attachment A. No. 16. are incorporated ac; additional conditions herein. 

5 , The Applicant and al l contractors employed by lhc Applicant shal l have copies of this 
Certification, and all other regulatory approvals fhr lhis project on si te at all times and shall 
be familiar 'vi th all conditions set f{)rth . 
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ATTACHMENT 11 

Condilions of Certification 
File N u. 14-034 

6. Fueling. lubricaLion. maintenance, operation, uml stnr>c1ge of vehicles and equipment shall 
not re ult in a discharge or u threu~ened discharge to waters of the tate. At no time shall the 
Applicam use any vehicle or equipment which lenks rmy substance that may i mpa~.:t water 
quality. Staging and storage areas for vehicles and equipment shall be located outside of 
waters of the ~tate. 

7. All excavation. constntction. or maintenance activities shall Iollow best manag<.m1Emt 
prnctices to minimize impacts to water quaJ ity and bcnclicial uses. Dust contrnl activities 
shall be conducted in such a manner that wi ll not produce downstream runoff. 

8. No construction m~tteriu l , spoi ls, debris. or any other substances associntcd with this project 
that mny adversely impact water quality standards. shall be lm.:atod in a manner which mny 
resu lt in n discharge or a threatened discharge to waters or tht! Slate. Deslb•ru11ed spoi l and 
waste art,as shall be visually marked prior to ony excavation and/or construction nctivity1 

and storage of ~he materials shall be confined to these areas. 

Q. AIJ waste or dredged material removed shall be relocated to a legal poin1 of disposal i r 
applicable. A legal point or disposal is defined as one li.)r which WQ.Slt: Oischurge 
Requirements have been established by a Californio Rt,gional Water Quality Control Board. 
a11d is in full compliance thercwtth. 

l 0. The Applican~ shall implement all necessary control measures to prevent the dcgradaLion of 
water quality from the proposed pmjcct in order to mai ntain compliance with th~ Rasin 
Plan. The discharge shall moet all cltluenl limitations and toxic and ef'lluent standards 
established to comply with the applicable water qua lity st.andt~rds and other appropriate 
re<.tuircments. including the provisions of Sections 301 , 302, 303, 306, and 307 of U1c Clean 
Water Act, Thi Cenification doe not au lhorize the discharge by the applicant for uny olhcr 
activi ty than spec-itioully deseribed in the 404 Permit. 

11 . The discharge shall nol: n) degmdc sutface water communities aml pop1.1h1tions including 
vertebrate. invcrtoorate, and plant species; b) promote the breeding of mosqui1oes, gnuts. 
black !lies, midges. or other• pests; c) alter the color. create visual contrast with the natural 
appearance, nor cause aesthetica ll y undesirable dLscoloration of the recdving waters: d) 
cause fo1mation of s ludge deposits; or e) adversely affect any de::;ignatcd beneficial us0s. 

12. The Applicant shall allow the Regional Board and its aulhorizcd representati ve entl)' to the 
premises, including all mitigation sites, ro inspect and undertake any activity to deter'T11 ine 
compliance-" ilh this Carti fic.:ation. or as oth<.:rwisc authori 4ed by tht:! Cal i forniu Wuter Code. 

13. Application or pesticides must he super ised by a cert ified applicator and be in confortnru.1ec 
with manu1acturer·s specitications for use. Compounds used must be appropriate LO £he 
target species and habitat. All pesticides dit·e:cted toward aquatic species must be appro e::d 
by the Regional Board. Pesticide uti lization shall bc in atcordancr wi th • t"te Water 
Resources Control Board Wntc1' Qual ity Otder Nos . .20 I I ~0003-DWQ, ror Aquatic Animal 
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lnvnsi c Species ConLrul; 20 I 1-0004-DWQ, for Spray Applications: 2011-0002-DWQ, for 
Vector Control; and 20 13-000_-0WQ, for Weed Control. 

14. The Applicant shall not cOI'tduct any constn1ction activities within waters or the State during 
a rainlall event. The Appl icant shall maintain a five-day (5-dsy) clc:tt wcuthcr forecast 
be lore cum.h.Jcting a11y upemtions wi thin waters of the State. 

15. If rain is pred icted after opera tions ltave begun. grading activiUes must cease immediately 
and the site musr be stabi lized to prt!v~nt impacts to water quality. and ntinimize erosion and 
tunoff t'ro111 the si t~. 

I o. The gruding, :;tabilization and re-vegetation '"'ill he phased to limit the exposed or working 
race such that the graded area can be stabilized within 24 hours aller the first prediction of 
rain during the 5-day foreea..c;l or with in 24 hours after fina l grading or the phuscd area. 

17. The Appl icanL shaiJ utili7e the services of a qual ified biologist wi th expertise in riparian 
nssessmen1s during any vegetation clearing acti ities. The biologist sha ll be available on site 
during construction acti itics to ensure that all protected areas are markcJ properly and 
ensure U1at no cgcradon outside rhe specified areas is remo ed. The biologist shall hilve the 
authority to stop the wMk, as necessary, if instrucrions are not followed. The biologist shall 
be ava.i !able upon request from th is Regional Board for c:onsuhat ion within 24 houts of 
request of' consultation. 

l8. No activities shaJl invul vc wet e cuvnlions (i.e .. no excavations ·hall occur he low the 
seasonal high water tc.lblt' ). A minimum 5-foot butTer zone shall be maintained above the 
existing gmundwater levd, If consttuct ion or groundwater dewatering is proposed or 
anticipated. the Applicant shall rile a Report of Waste Discharge (ROWD) to this Regional 
Board and obtain any necessary NPDE permits/Waste Discharge Requirements prior to 
dischnrging waste. 

19. ufficient Lime should be a.liO\ cd tLl obt.uin any such permits (generally I RO uays). I r 
grouud\vamr is <mt.:ountereu wi thout lhe benelit of appropl'iatc permits, the Applicant sh.all 
cease all uctiviLies in lhe areas where groundwater is prt!scnt, li le n Report of Waste 
Oischargl:! to this Regional Board, nnd obtain any necesMry permi ts prior to disoharging 
waste. 

20. All 1 rojectlconstruct ion/maintenance activi ties not inc luded in this CcrtHication, and which 
may require a permit. must be n:poried to the Regional Doaru for appropriate permitting. 
Bank stabi lization and grading, as wel l as an other gt·ound disturhances. ure subject to 
rt torution and revegettltion requirements, und may require additional ert ification ncLion. 

2 1. All surface waters, including ponded waters. shall be diverted nwny from areas undergoing. 
grnding, construction, cxcnvatlon 'egeLaLion removaL and/or any other activi ty which may 
result in a discharge to the rceeiving wuter. If surface water diversions arc anticipated. the 
/\pplicanL shall Je\dllp anti submit a Sur face Water Diversion Plan (plan) to this 
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Regional Board. The plan shall include the proposed method and duration of di crsion 
activities. strucmre con1lg1U'ation. construction materi als, cquipmcm, erosion and sc:dimenl 
controls, and a map or drmving indicating the locations of diversion and discharge points. 
Contingency measures shall b~ a part of this plan to address various tlow discharge rntcs. 
The plan shall be submitted prior to any smface water diversions. I f surface Jlows arc: 
present, then upstream and downstreaJ1'1 monitoring for the following shall be impl ement~d: 

• pH 
• temperature 
• dissolved oxygen 
• turbidity 
.total suspended solids(TSS) 

Analyses must b~ pt:rformed using appro ed US Environmental Protection Agency 
methods, where applicable. These constituents shall be measured at least once prior to 
diversion and then monitored for on a daily basis duting the fi rst week of divcrsi()n and/or 
dewatering act ivities. 8Jld then on a weekly basis, thereafter, unti l the in-stream work is 
complete. 

Results of the ani.llyses shall be submitted to this Regional Board by the 15Lh day of cacb 
subsequent sampling. month. A mup or drawing indicating the locations of sampling p()ints 
shall be included wi th each submittal. Di ersion activities sbaJI not rest.tlt in t.he degradation 
of bcneticial uses or exceedance of v .. ·atcr quali ty o~j ccti vcs of £he rccdving waters. 
DownstTcam TSS shal l be maintnlned at ambient levels. Where natural lut'bldi~y is between 
0 and 50 Nephelometric Turbidity Units (NTU), increases sha ll not exceed 20%. Wbere 
nut ural turbidity is greater than SO NTU. increases shall not exceed 10%. Any such 
violations may result in corrective and/or enforcement actions, including increased 
monitoring and sample collection. 

1 " The Applicant shall re5'tore all areas of TEMPORARY IMPACTS to wale1·s of the United 
Srates and al l other areas of temporary dh;I~Lr'bance whtch could result in a discharge or a 
llu·eatened discharge to waters of the State. Restoration shall include grading of disrurbed 
areas lo pre-project contours and revegetation with native species. Restored areas shall be 
moni tored and maintained with native species as necessary for five years. 

23 . The t\pplicnnr shal l provide COMPENSATORY MlTIGATION to ufC<:et Uu: proposed 
temporary loss of 1.25 ac res v ~ucrs of the United . latcs hy creating or restoring riparian 
habitat at u min imum I: I area J'eplacement ratio ( 1.25 acres). TI1e Appl icant shall also 
provide ~ompensatnry mitigation lor the proposed permanent. impacts Lo 1.25 acres or 
vegetation wi.thin wnte1·s or the United States/Federal jutisdictional wetlands by creating or 
restoring riparian habitat/Federal jurisdictional wetland habitat al a minimwn 5: l area 
roplaccmont ratio (6.25 acres). The mitigation si£c shall be located wi thin t·he Watershed 
unk s othen;vi!'e <lpprovcd by this Regional Board. The Applica.lil shall submit tt Proposed 
Mitigation Report which shall include: 
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(ct) The boundary of' the mitigation site shall be dearly identified on a map of suitable 
resolution and quality and shal l also be defined by latitude and longitude. 

(b) The typc(s) of mitigatit)n shall be dc~crfbed (e.g.; renio al or exotics ami/or replanting 
with nati vc species. etc.) 

(c) Succe s criteria shall be e~;tablished, 

Thi infonnation slmll be submitted to this Regional Board tor approval prior to any projc:t:l 
aclivilies which Lake place wi thin waters of the United tales and shaJI include copies of al l 
agreements made between the Applicant and a third party organization regarding 
compensatory mitigation effort:5. 

24. ff the Applicant proposes funding to a third-party organization for the crcmion or restoration 
of n totaJ of 7.50 ncrcs of (vegetated\ unvegetated, etc) sLreambec,.l 1i pru'iun habitat within 
waters of the nitcd Smtc:s/Fcderal jurisdictional wetlands. then funding shall apply to 
mi tig~ltion acreage only. e.xclusive of administrs tive costs. The mitigation si te shall br 
located within the (Name of) WaLershed unless otherwise approved by this Regional Bonrd. 
The Applicant shall submit a Proposed Mitigation Report which shall indude: 

(a) Documentation from th<t third party indicating that runds have been used ror miligntion 
acreage only. v.'hich do nol include administrative costs. 

(b) The boundary of' the mitigation site shall be clearly identified on a map of suitable 
resolution and quality and shall also be defined by latitude and longitude. 

(c) The typc(s) of mitigation shall be described (e.g,. remo al o l' exotics ~ml/or replanting 
wi th native species. etc.) 

(d) Success cri teria shall be established. 

T his information s ball be submitted to this Rrgional Board for <lpproval prior to any 
disturbance within waters of the United States and shall include copies of all a~reemen l~ 
made between the Applicant and a third party organization rogarding eomp<:nsatory 
mitigation efforts. 

25 , The Applicant shall submit tO this Regional Board Annual Mitigation Monjtoring Reports 
(Annual Reports) by January 1st of each year for a minimum period of fi ve (S) year~ 
fo llowing this issuance of 40 l Certification or until mitigation success has been ac:h ic:ved 
and docmnented. The A mlUAI Reports sbaJI describe 1n ddail all of the project/construction 
activities performed during the previous year and all restoration and mitigation efforts; 
includitig percent SutVivru by Jilnnl specie!) and percent cover, The Annui;ll Reports shall 
describe the status ol' othl'r agreements (e.g., mitigation banking) or uny delays in the 
mitigation process, At a minimum the Annual Reports shal l include 1hc fo llowing 
docm11entation~ 

(u) Color photo llocumentat-ion of the pre- at1d post-project and mitigiltion site Conditions: 

(b) Geographlcul Positioning System (GPS) coordimtle · ln decimal-degrees fomtal 
outlining Lhc bouml~ry ot' the projetl and mitigation Hreas; 
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(c) The overall status of project including whether or not work has begun on the Project and 
a detailed schedule; 

(d) Copies of all permits revised as required in Additiona l Condition 1; 

(e) Water quality monitori ng results for each reach (as required) compiled ir1 a spreadsheet 
format; 

(f) A certified Statement oC"no net loss'' of wetlands associated with thi s project; 

(g) Discussion of any monitoring ac tiv ities and exotic plant cont.rol efl'orts· and 

(h) A certified tatement From the permittee or his/her representative that al l conditions of 
thi s Certi lication have been met. 

26. All applications, reports, or informatton submitted t.o lhe Regional Board shall be signed: 

(a) f.' or corporations, by a principal execu tive officer at least of the leve l of vice president or 
his duly authorized representati ve, if such representative is responsible for the overall 
operation of the facil ity from which discharge originates. 

(b) For a part nership, by a general partner. 

(c) For a sole proprietorship, by the proprietor. 

(d) Por a municipal , State, or ol11er public facility, by either a principal executive o ffi cer, 
ranking elected officia l, or other dul y authorized employee. 

27. Each and any report submi tted in accordance with th is Cerlifi cation shall contain the 
fo llowing completed declaration: 

"1 declare under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under 
my direction or supervision in accordance wilh a system designed to assure that qualified 
personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry o f 
the person or persons who managed lhe system or those directl y responsible for gathering the 
information, tbe info rmation submilted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, 
accurate and complete. I am aware that there are signifi.cant penalties fo r submitting false 
info rmation. including the possibility of fine and imprisonment to r knowing violations. 

Executed on the ____ day of _ _____ at---------- --

6 or& 

___________ (Signature) 
____ _ _____ (Title)'· 
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28. All communications regarding this project and submit1ed to this Regional Board shull 
identify the Project Fi le Number 14-034. ubmillnls shall be ent L<l 1he :lllention of the 40 I 
Certi lication Unit. 

29. An.y modi!ications of1hc proposed project may require submittal of a new Clean Wuter Act 
Section 401 Watet· Qual ity Ccrtillcalion upplicntion and appropriate filing fcc. 

30. 

31. 

The project shall comply V\ri1h the local regulations associated with the RegionaJ Board's 
Municipal • tormwatcr Pea-mit issued to Los Angel~s County and co-pennittccs u11der 
NPDES o. CAS00400 t and Wa<.;tc Discharge Requirements Order No. R4-20 12-01 75. The 
project shaJI aJso compl_ with aiJ requh·ements of 1hc National Pollutant Discharge 
Elitnination System (NPDES) General Permit fot Storm Wntcr Oi ·charges Associated with 
Construction Activity, Order No. 20 12-00 11-DWQ. All slomn.vater trentment systems shall 
be located outside of nny water or the Stntc and shall not be used as n wetland or riparian 
mitigation ctedit. 

Coverage under this Certilication may be trnnsferrcd to the e~tent the underlying federal 
pl!nnlt may legally be transferred unu funhcr provided that the Applicant notifies the 
Executive Of1icer at leas t 30 dnys before £he proposed transfer date. and the noricc indudes 
a written agreemcm bctwcc11 the existi ng and new Applicants containing a speci1i~ date of 
coverage, rcsponsibtlit_ for compl i~nce with this Ce1tilication, and liabi lity between !'hem. 

The AppHeant or their agents shall report any noncompliance. Any such information shaJI 
he provided verbally to the Executive Officer within 24 hours from the 1ime the Applicant 
becomes oware of the circumstances. A written submission shall also be provlt.lcd wi lhin 
live dnys of the lime the Applicant becomes aware of the circumstances. The wri tten 
submission shall contain a description or the noncompliance and its cause~ the period of 
noncompliance. including exaCl dates and times. and if 1he noncompliance h~:~s not been 
corrected: the anticipated lime it is expected to continue and steps taken or planned ro 
reuuce, eliminate "nd prevent recurrence of the noncompliance. The Executive Officer, or 
an authorized representati ve, may waive rhe wtillen report on a cnse-by-cnse basis if the oral 
report has been received within 24 hours. 

33. l:."nforcemenf: 

(a) In the event of nny violation or threatened v1o latJon or lhe conditions of this 
CertiJication. the violation or threatened violation shall be subject lo ::my remedies. 
penalties, process or sanctions as pro fui.!d for under State law. For purposes or section 
40 I (d) of the Clean Water Ac.: t. the applic1:1bility of any State law authorizing remedies. 
penal ties, proces. or sunc~ions for the violation or threatened vio lation constitutes a 
limitntion necessary to ussure compliance wi th the water quali ty slandards and other 
penlnent requirements incorporated imo this Ccrtilication. 

(b) ln response to tl suspected violation of any condition of this Certification, the late 
Water Resources Contrul Board (SWRCR) or Regional Wuter Qufl lily Comrnl Board 
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(R WQCB) may require the holder of any permit or license subject to this Certification 
to furn ish, under penalty of perjury, any technical or monitoring reports the SWRCB 
deems appropriate, provided that the burden, including costs, of the reports shall be a 
reasonable relationship to the need for the rep01ts and the benefits to be obtained from 
the reports. 

(c) In response to any violation of the conditions of this Certifi cation, the SWRCB or 
RWQCB may add to or modify the conditions of this Certification as appropriate to 
ensure compliance. 

34. This Certification shall expire five (5) years from date of this Certification. The Applicant 
shall submit a complete application at least 90 days prior to termination of this Certification 
if renewal is requested. 
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