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This watershed will be targeted in FY2010/2011.
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The Channel Islands within the Region's boundaries are: Anacapa, San Nicolas, Santa Barbara, Santa Catalina, and San Clemente Islands.  Anacapa and Santa Barbara Islands are part of the Channel Islands National Park.  The waters within six nautical miles of Anacapa and Santa Barbara Islands are designated a national marine sanctuary.  The ocean waters adjacent to the islands (not the entire circumference of Santa Catalina however) were designated Areas of Special Biological Significance by the state of California.   The west side of San Nicolas supports a large gull rookery and elephant seal breeding area.  The U.S. Navy has facilities on San Nicolas (and a desalination plant) and San Clemente Islands with a small package treatment plant on the latter. San Clemente Island is the primary maritime training area for the U.S. Department of the Navy Pacific Fleet, U.S. Navy SEALs, and the U.S. Marine Corps.  The city of Avalon is located on Santa Catalina Island and also has a small treatment plant.

Water Quality Problems and Issuestc "Quality Problems and Issues" \l 3
Permitted discharges:
· 6 NPDES discharges including one POTW (major discharge) on Catalina Island 

· Four minor NPDES discharges

· 4 dischargers covered under an industrial storm water permit

· 1 discharger covered under a construction storm water permit

Water quality in the vicinity of the islands is generally good.  There are some potential threats from naval facilities and small treatment plants; however, there is only one area (Avalon Beach) with an impairment listing, for bacteria on the 2006 303(d) list.

Major  NPDES discharges are from either POTWs with a yearly average flow of over 0.5 MGD, from an industrial source with a yearly average flow of over 0.1 MGD, or are those discharges with lesser flows but with potential acute or adverse environmental impacts to surface waters.  Minor NPDES discharges are all other discharges to surface waters that are not categorized as a Major.  Minor discharges may be covered by general NPDES permits, which are issued administratively, for those that meet the conditions specified by the particular general permit.  Non-Chapter 15 discharges are those to land or groundwater such as commercial septic systems or percolation ponds that are covered by Waste Discharge Requirements, a State permitting activity.  Chapter 15 discharges generally relate to land disposal (landfills) under Chapter 15 of the California Code of Regulations, again an exclusively State permitting activity.  Most of the NPDES dischargers (five of the total six) are located on Catalina Island including the one major discharge, a POTW.

There are four dischargers enrolled under the general industrial storm water permit, all on Santa Catalina Island.  One discharger is enrolled under the general construction storm water permit, on San Clemente Island.

Stakeholder Group
There is no formal stakeholder group organized for the islands although activities on the non-military islands are often reported on at the Wetlands Recovery Project’s Ventura County Task Force meetings.

Current Activitiestc "Activities" \l 3
CORE REGULATORYtc "REGULATORY" \l 4



Continuing core regulatory activities that will be integrated into the watershed management approach include (but are not limited to) necessary renewal/revision of NPDES permits.  There is one major discharger (sewage treatment plant on Santa Catalina Island) and four significant or minor dischargers under individual permits.  Compliance inspections, review of monitoring reports, response to complaints, and enforcement actions relative to the watershed's NPDES permits will continue.  

Due to limited resources, only the basic regulatory activities are performed: review of dischargers' monitoring reports, minimum necessary inspections and sampling, issuance/renewal of permits, levels 1 and 2 enforcement actions (noncompliance and violation notification), case handling, and answering inquiries from the public.  

NONPOINT SOURCE PROGRAM
Santa Barbara and Anacapa Islands are identified as Critical Coastal Area (CCA) #56 in the State Water Resources Control Board’s and California Coastal Commission’s Critical Coastal Area Draft Strategic Plan.  The islands were identified as such since the watersheds on the islands flow into an ASBS, which is a State Water Quality Protection Area.   The draft strategic plan lists the major effort to implement NPS management measures as a water quality needs assessment completed in 2005.

San Nicolas Island and Begg Rock are identified as CCA #57 in the CCA Draft Strategic Plan.  San Nicolas Island was identified as such since its watershed flows into an ASBS, which is a State Water Quality Protection Area.   The draft strategic plan lists that there are no major efforts currently to implement NPS management measures.

Northwest Santa Catalina Island is identified as CCA #63 in the CCA Draft Strategic Plan.  This watershed flows into the Northwest Santa Catalina Island ASBS. This is the largest of the four ASBSs off Catalina Island, with 20.9 miles of coastline. Two marine protected areas are located just outside the boundaries of this ASBS: the Catalina Marine Science Center State Marine Reserve, and the Farnsworth Bank State Marine Conservation Area. In addition, a special invertebrate take closure area is located between Lion Head and Arrow Pt.  The draft strategic plan lists the major effort to implement NPS management measures as stewardship of the Catalina Island Conservancy.

Western Santa Catalina Island is identified as CCA #64 in the CCA Draft Strategic Plan due to the watershed’s flow into an ASBS.  The draft strategic plan lists the major effort to implement NPS management measures as stewardship of the Catalina Island Conservancy.

CCA #65 is Farnsworth Bank, an ASBS with 37 acres of submerged marine habitat but no coastline and so no flows from land.  The draft strategic plan lists the major effort to implement NPS management measures as stewardship of the Catalina Island Conservancy.

CCA #66 is Southeast Santa Catalina Island; flows from its watershed enter an ASBS.  The draft strategic plan lists the major effort to implement NPS management measures as stewardship of the Catalina Island Conservancy.

CCA #67 is San Clemente Island; flows from its watershed enter an ASBS.  The draft strategic plan lists the major efforts to implement NPS management measures:  services provided by the Navy Public Works Center; establishment of the Navy Environmental Leadership Program; and preparation of the San Clemente Island Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan.
A draft final San Clemente Island Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP) for San Clemente Island has been prepared by he U.S. Navy. The Island is home to a variety of unique and rare biological resources both on the land and in the adjacent waters. The INRMP will establish priorities for the next 5 years by which the Island provides necessary military training opportunities, while sustaining and enhancing the natural resources found there.  

BASIN PLANNING
Several high priority issues were identified in the 2005 - 2007 Triennial Review which affect this watershed management area and will require Basin Planning resources.  As in all watersheds, adopting TMDLs as Basin Plan amendments is required under the Consent Decree with an estimated resource need of 0.5 PY/TMDL.  This is considered a currently funded activity.  The ongoing Tiered Aquatic Life Uses Pilot Project may affect many watersheds in the Region.  The purpose of tiered aquatic life uses (TALUs) is to have more appropriate goals for protecting aquatic life that account for these inherent physical limitations.  The purpose of this pilot project is to develop more tailored water quality standards (through beneficial use designations and associated biocriteria) to protect the biological communities of semi-arid urban coastal streams and, If deemed appropriate, recommend appropriate tiered aquatic life uses for these semi-arid urban coastal streams.  Other high priority issues identified by the Triennial Review common to multiple watersheds may be found in the Region-wide Section.  

Review and comment on EIRs for the highest priority projects within the watershed will continue; however, there is currently no funding for this program.

MONITORING AND ASSESSMENT
No SWAMP monitoring of the Channel Islands Watershed coastal waters has occurred as this area has been sampled by the Bight-wide comprehensive monitoring projects conducted in 1994, 1998 and 2003; Bight 2008 is currently in the planning stages.  

Near-term Activities tc "Tasks for the Next Seven Years" \l 3
Specific resource needs are described in the Region-wide Section of this document.

A preliminary review of resources for core regulatory activities against cost factors has determined that our region is seriously underfunded for our baseline program.  We will be seeking more funding for our core program activities.

tc "AND ASSESSMENT" \l 4

tc "SOURCE PROGRAM" \l 4
We will maintain involvement with island activities and pursue funding options, especially those involving implementation of nonpoint source measures (coordinate 205(j) and 319(h) activities) as well as other outreach activities such as speeches, meetings, and participation in environmental events.  As resources permit, we will also work with stakeholders to implement provisions of the Coastal Zone Act Reauthorization Amendments.
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