
Attachment 1
On-farm Drinking Water Well Monitoring Compliance Steps

Contact a Certified Laboratory
ð Laboratory must be certified through the Environmental Laboratory Accreditation Program 

(ELAP) for nitrate + nitrite as nitrogen testing.  
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/drinking_water/certlic/labs/

ð Inform laboratory you need your domestic well(s) sampled for nitrate + nitrite as nitrogen; 
make sure that the lab can load data to GeoTracker.

ð Laboratory and/or third-party consultants are available to assist with sampling, refer to the 
Sample Results and Reporting Requirements below.

If you are Collecting your own Sample
ð Obtain sample bottles (with or without a preservative) with labels and chain of custody (COC) 

form for nitrate + nitrite as nitrogen sampling from laboratory.

ð Follow proper sampling procedures and hold times (provided by your laboratory).

ð Transport unpreserved samples to the laboratory using a cooler with ice (39.2°F).

ð Submit COC and Drinking Water Well Member Information Form with sample(s) to the 
laboratory and keep a copy for your records.

Sample Results and Reporting Requirements
ð Laboratory will create a GeoTracker account based on the Drinking Water Member Information 

Form information.

ð The laboratory will enter your sample results into GeoTracker, the state groundwater database.

ð Your well will be given a global ID# to use in future years if further sampling is required. 

ð If nitrate + nitrite as nitrogen levels are equal to or less than 10 mg/L, sample again the next 
year until three consecutive annual samples, then owners or operators may conduct sampling 
every five years going forward.

ð If nitrate + nitrite as nitrogen levels are greater than 10 mg/L, use the Notification Template to 
notify drinking water users within 10 days of learning of the exceedance and also send a 
signed copy to the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board to the address 
below or via email to RB4-IrrigatedAg@waterboards.ca.gov. No further sampling is required 
until prior use of the well for drinking water again.

Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board
Attn: (ILRP-DWW)
320 West 4th Street, Suite 200
Los Angeles, CA  90013

The Notification Template is included with your outreach materials and located on the 
webpage:
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/losangeles/water_issues/programs/tmdl/waivers_and_wdrs/in
dex.html
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