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HI Charles,
 
Please see attached comment letter on the Russian River Watershed Pathogen Indicator Bacteria
Total Maximum Daily Load Draft Staff Report. This letter is being submitted on behalf of Andy
Rodgers, Executive Director of the Russian River Watershed Association.
 
Please confirm you have received this email. Thank you.
 
Daria Isupov  - RRWA Staff
 
West Yost Associates
disupov@westyost.com 
Tel. (707) 666-4857

Executive Director: Andy Rodgers
300 Seminary Ave, Ukiah, CA 95482 
(707) 666-4812
www.rrwatershed.org
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October 8, 2015 


 


 


 


Mr. Charles Reed, P.E. 


Water Resource Control Engineer 


California Regional Water Quality Control Board, North Coast Region 


5550 Skylane Blvd., Suite A 


Santa Rosa, California 95403 


 


 


 


SUBJECT: Comments on Russian River Watershed Pathogen Indicator 


Bacteria Total Maximum Daily Load Draft Staff Report 


 


 


 


Dear Mr. Reed 


This letter presents comments from the Russian River Watershed 


Association (RRWA) on the Regional Water Quality Control Board’s 


(“Regional Board”) Draft Staff Report for the Action Plan for the Russian 


River Watershed Pathogen Indicator Bacteria Total Maximum Daily Load 


(TMDL) released for comment on August 21, 2015. We appreciate the 


opportunity to comment on this draft Order which has implications for our 


member agencies. 


RRWA would like to express concern on Section 9.2.10 of the Draft Staff 


Report: Homeless and Farmworker Encampment and Illegal Camping. 


RRWA requests that section 9.2.10 be significantly revised or removed from 


the TMDL Action Plan. 


Homeless encampments are a result of complex social and economic 


problems that cannot be resolved with the development of a bacteria load 


reduction plan (BLRP). The following two BLRP requirements are of 


particular concern as they are prescriptive in nature and should instead be 


listed as recommended actions.  


1.  “Reduce noncompliance with existing ordinances pertaining to 


illegal camping and farmworker housing; and 


2.  “Provide secure waste disposal facilities for homeless persons 


currently residing along watercourses and other areas within the 


public space.” 
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RRWA’s member agencies recognize the multi-faceted problems associated with illegal 


homeless encampments and are taking a pro-active approach to improving programs and 


resources. RRWA recently engaged with the Sonoma County Task Force for the Homeless. 


The goal of our involvement is to identify ways to collaborate with active organizations 


and effectively address water quality impairments as a result of illegal encampments. Our 


involvement will inform our association on how to prioritize and implement the 


recommended actions outlined in Section 9.2.10 or other potential actions.  


RRWA looks forward to further discussing effective approaches to the implementation 


actions listed in the Russian River Watershed Pathogen Indicator Bacteria Total Maximum 


Daily Load Draft Staff Report.  


If you have any questions or concerns about RRWA’s position, please do not hesitate to 


contact me at (707) 666 - 4812. 


Sincerely,  


 
Andy Rodgers, Executive Director, RRWA Board of Directors 
 


cc: Russian River Watershed Association Board of Directors 


 


  


 






