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October 6, 2015  


North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board Attn: Charles Reed 
sent via email northcoast@waterboards.ca.gov  


Dear Mr. Reed:  


Subject: Proposed Basin Plan Amendment for the Russian River Watershed Pathogen Indicator Bacteria Total Maximum Daily 
Load  


This year we saw toxic blue-green algae in the river.  The river is not healthy.  And while I appreciate your efforts directed at cleaning up the river, there 
seems to be a big hurry to reduce pathogens without having community input, support, and understanding.  I urge you will consider more public 
education on this problem and that you get more input from the public before launching into a plan that doesn’t appear to be affordable for the 
community and is not necessarily going to be effective. 


It seems that more investigation is needed to understand why there are high pollution levels in areas with sewer systems. 


I urge to give special consideration to OWTS that are effective versus ones that are not.   No one sized solution is appropriate.  Also communities facing 
expenses of this magnitude need funding in order for implementation. 


Sincerely yours, 


 


Victoria Wikle 


Property Owner on the lower Russian River 


 


 


	  






