
From: jglbauer@comcast.net
To: Reed, Charles@Waterboards; Mangelsdorf, Alydda@Waterboards
Cc: dnoren@ebagroup.com; bill@massey.net; Rivera, Luis@Waterboards; ecarrillo@sonoma-county.org
Subject: 10-6-2015 2035442 JOHN BAUER, VILLA GRANDE
Date: Tuesday, October 06, 2015 7:26:07 PM
Attachments: Oct 6 2015 letter.pdf

Dear Mr. Reed and Ms. Mangelsdorf;
Attached is a public comment letter (pdf above) on the NCWQCB Proposed Basin
Plan Amendment for the Russian River. I request it be read, considered and entered
into the record per agenda at the November Water Board mtg. 

Thank You;
John G. Bauer
Villa Grande vacation home owner.
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Oct. 06, 2015
To: North Coast Water Quality Control Board
      Attn: Charles Reed and Alydda Mangelsdorf
      Cc: David Noren, Bd. chair; Bill Massey, Bd. member; Louis Rivera, executive; Efren 
Carrillo,    
             Sonoma County Supervisor.


From: John G. Bauer
          Villa Grande, CA.
          jglbauer@comcast.net


Re: The proposed Basin Plan Amendment for the Russian River; specifically as it 
applies to septic rules (OWTS).


Dear Mr. Reed and Ms. Mangelsdorf;


I and my family are summer home owners in Villa Grande. Property that has 
encompassed 4 generations since 1955. We are aware first hand of the water quality 
issues both real and imagined by state and local agencies including the NCWQCB. 
Having grass roots involvement opposing the ill advised and manipulated Monte Rio 
sewer project. Please check your file for the comments and project history recap I sent 
after the Oct.12, 2012 Monte Rio meeting on AB 885 and OWTS. Much of it still applies. 
Some of the same players from NCWQCB remain.


Reading the Amendment proposal it’s clear some of the justification can readily 
be disputed. That’s for another time and venue.  I’ve read the Friends of Villa Grande 
(our quasi home owners organization) letter and fully support all that is stated. I want to 
make 2 additional comments entered into your record for consideration.


1. AB 885 as we know got severe justified push back throughout all of California. The 
State Water Board forced to go back and amend it to something reasonable. What a 
concept! To my knowledge the Water Board at the State level still hasn’t completely 
articulated AB885 into statewide acceptance, let alone enforce it. This Russian River 
Basin Plan as it applies to the lower river area and property septic systems gives every 
indication of a bureaucratic overreach far stringent and exceeding AB 885 in 
requirements and scope. It doesn’t take a cynic to suggest perhaps that’s intentional to 
force local sewer options which would be even more overkill. This plan regarding new 
and existing OWTS on the lower River area is unreasonable with negative implications 
on multi levels beyond just water quality. Nowhere is that appropriately addressed. This 
plan needs much further review and changes to become reasonable and viable. 


2. Pulling up data from the latest census (2010) for just Monte Rio, Villa Grande, 
Duncans Mills, Cazadero/Austin Creek and Jenner; all lower river communities on 
OWTS:
There are 2889 housing units not including public or commercial buildings. Regarding 
an enforced  implementation of this basin plan for needed inspections, re-inspections 







and/or continuing inspections, permits, new, replacement or corrected systems; Where 
is the current or future local infrastructure to accommodate the implementation in the 
stated time frame??? Furthermore the census shows approximately 40% of the housing 
units are seasonal/recreational owned and approximately 38% owner occupied. The 
remainder being year round rental households. What that means is out of 2889 
properties, 62% of the property owners live elsewhere. Many likely not aware of what 
you’re up to. They may not have political representation locally or in the County but you 
should expect they have State representation. In addition to an expected financial 
burden, disastrous for some; property owners managing compliance without a sufficient 
structure and readily available assistance will experience a bureaucratic nightmare. The 
NCWQCB will own and be accountable for not just what’s created but the frustration in 
implementation w/o having proper support. For your agencies’ sake as well as ours, I 
ask you to wait to follow AB 885 guidelines as it’s accepted and implemented in the 
entire state of California. Pushing extra requirements on the lower River property 
owners creating unnecessary expense, anger and frustration risks bringing deserved 
discredit to the Water Board and plan approvers. Expected pushback will be deserved 
and earned. 


Sincerely;
John G. Bauer


 







 











latest 2010 census. It's the dynamic of year round residents, renters, summer home 
owners and commercial establishments. In the entire zip code of Monte Rio (95462) 
63% of housing units are occupied year round. 37% are listed as seasonal, recreational, 
occasional (i.e. vacation homes) or vacant. Of the 63% occupied; 61% are owner family 
occupied; 39% are renters. Add up the Monte Rio summer home units and just 
allocating 10% of the rental units as owned by outside area families puts the units 
owned by people with primary residences elsewhere at over 50%. The presumption is a 
much higher percentage. These property tax payers can't vote you in or out and it's one 
of the reasons Mike Reilly had his way far too long w






