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Section I: INTRODUCTION 
 
1. This Settlement Agreement and Stipulation for Entry of Order (Order, Stipulation, 
or Stipulation and Order) is entered into by and between the State Water Resources 
Control Board (State Water Board) on behalf of the Underground Storage Tank (UST) 
Cleanup Fund (Cleanup Fund) and Claimant R & M Petroleum, Inc., (R&M, Claimant) 
(collectively Parties)), and is presented to the State Water Board or its delegee, for 
adoption as an Order by settlement, pursuant to Government Code section 11415.60. This 
resolves all outstanding claims by the Cleanup Fund and the Claimant with respect to 
Claim No. 15815, located at 805 N. Imperial Ave, El Centro, CA 92243. 
 
Section II:  RECITALS 
 
2. On October 30, 2014, the Office of Enforcement’s Fraud, Waste, and Abuse 
(Fraud) Prevention Unit issued a request for information to Aqua Science Engineers, Inc. 
(ASE).   The request notified ASE that the Fraud Prevention Unit was in the process of 
conducting an audit of invoices submitted, either directly or through claimants, by ASE 
to the Cleanup Fund. 
 
3. The audit focused on alleged misrepresentations ASE made to the Cleanup Fund 
including invoicing the Cleanup Fund for the operation of equipment when the equipment 
was not operating; invoicing the Cleanup Fund for site visits that did not occur; 
overbilling for equipment; and overbilling for labor hours.  

 
 
4. Prior to a complaint being issued, ASE engaged with the Fraud Prevention Unit to 
discuss resolution of any and all alleged violations or misrepresentations. 














