Excerpted recital from SWRCB Resolution No. 2019-0057

k. It is crucial that dischargers of nitrates that cause or contribute to exceedances of water quality objectives take all reasonable steps to reduce their nitrate loading. To that end, the State Water Board recently adopted Order WQ 2018-0002 regarding the petition of the Central Valley Water Board’s Waste Discharge Requirements General Order No. R5-2012-0116 for Growers Within the Eastern San Joaquin River Watershed that are Members of a Third-Party Group. Order WQ 2018-0002 contains several precedential requirements for all irrigated lands regulatory programs statewide, including requirements designed to reduce nitrate loading. The amendments to the Basin Plans do not supersede the precedential requirements in Order WQ 2018-0002. The Central Valley Water Board shall implement the amendments to the Basin Plans consistent with Order WQ 2018-0002.

