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Santa Rosa Island 



Santa Rosa Island: 
•54,000 acres 
•Included in Channel Islands National Park in 
1980 
•Sold by Vail & Vickers to NPS in 1986 
•Traditional cattle management and deer/elk 
hunting continued under permit by NPS 
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Settlement Agreement 
between all parties 



1998 – All cattle removed from Santa Rosa 



Arlington 
Canyon 

1995 

2012 

Point Bar 

Stream Channel 



Old Ranch Pasture 

1995 

2015 



Lobos Canyon 

1995 

2015 







Santa Rosa Island Conceptual Model – 
…now that ungulates are gone 

Ungulates 

Improved 
vegetation  
growth 

Increased ability 
for vegetation 
to establish 

Re-stabilization 
of soil and  
stream banks 

Increased fog 
capture 

Increased 
GW tables 

Reduced draining 
of GW from stream 
incision 

Reduced stream 
erosion and incision 

Reduced 
soil erosion 

Increased storm 
water infiltration 

Increased 
GW recharge 

Reduced 
overland flow 

Increased riverine  
wetland function 
and health of  
in-stream biota 



Fog and island hydrology 



Photo KMcEachern 







Thank You! 
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