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Water Boards 

Los Angeles Reglonal Water Quality Control Board 

April 15,2014 

Mr. Robb Whiiaker, General Manager 
Water Replenishment District of Southern California 
4040 Paramount Blvd. 
Lakewood, CA 9071 2 

Ms. Grace Robinson Hyde 
Chief Engineer and General Manager 
Joint Outfall System 
P. 0. Box 4998 
Whittier, CA 90607-4998 

Ms. Gail Farber, Director 
Los Angeles County Department of Public Works 
900 South Fremont Avenue 
Alhambra, CA 91803 

ADOPTED AMENDMENT TO WATER RECLAMATION REQUIREMENTS (WRRs) AND 
WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS (WDRs) - RIO HONDO AND SAN GABRIEL RIVER 

PROJECT) (FILE NO. 71467, CI NO. 5728) 

Our letter dated March 24,2014, transmitted the revised tentative amendment to WRRsMlDRs for 
the above-mentioned faality. 

Pursuant to Division 7 of the California Water Code, this Regional Water Board at a public hearing 
held on April 10, 2014, reviewed the revised tentative amendment, considered all the factors in 
the case, and adopted Order No. R4-20090048-A-01. This Order takes effect of April 10,2014. A 
copy of the amendment is enclosed. 

The adopted amendment will be sent only to the Discharger. However, this document is available 
on the Regional Water Board's website for your review. The Regional Water Board's web 
address is www.waterboards.ca.c10~no9ameled. 

If you have any questions, pleaee contact Raul Medina at (213) 620-2160 or the undersigned at 
(21 3) 620-2083. 

Sincerely, 

Cris Morris, P.E., Chief 
Municipal Permitting Unit (NPDES) 



Montebello Forebay Groundwater 
Recharge Project 

April 15, 2014 

Enclosures: 

cc: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Source Water Protection (VVTR-9) - Michele Dermer 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Drinking Water (WTR-6) - Corine Li 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation, Southern California Area Office -William Steele 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
State Water Resources Control Board, Office of Chief Counsel - Nicole Kuenzi 
California Department of Public Health, Division of Drinking Water and Environmental 

Management 
califomis Department of Public Health, Recycled Water Coordinator - Jeffrey Stone 
California Department of Public Health. Drinking Water Field O~erations Branch - Kurt - 

Souza 
California Department of Water Resources, Water Recycling Program - Nancy King 
County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County - Ann Heil 
Water Replenishment District of Southern California -Ted Johnson, 
West Basin Municipal Water District - Uzi Daniel 
Main San Gabriel Basin Watermaster - Carol Williams 



State of California 
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD 

LOS ANGELES REGION 

ORDER NO. R4-2009-0048-A-01 

AMENDING WATER RECLAMATION REQUIREMENTS FOR GROUNDWATER 
RECHARGE AND WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS 

IN ORDER NO. 91-100 
AS AMENDED BY ORDER NO. R4-2009-0048 

FOR THE 

RIO HONDO AND SAN GABRIEL RIVER SPREADING GROUNDS 

ISSUED TO 

Water Replenishment District of Southern California, 
County Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County, and 

Los Angeles County Department of Public Works 

(File No. 71-67) 

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board. Los Angeles Region (Regional Water 
Board), finds: 

1. The Los Angeles County Department of Public Works, County Sanitation Districts of Los 
Angeles County, and Water Replenishment District of Southern California (hereinafter 
called the Permittees, collectively) reclaim water for ground water recharge at Rio Hondo 
and San Gabriel River Spreading Grounds under water reclamation requirements and 
waste discharge requirements contained in Order No. 91-100, as amended by Order No. 
R4-2009-0048. 

2. The Permittees requested by letter dated April 23,2013, that the compliance averaging 
period for determining the recycled water contribution be increased from five to ten 
years. In the letter, the Permittees stated that in seven of the last ten years there has 
been below normal rainfall in the Los Angeles Basin, resulting in lower than expected 
stormwater capture for recharge and diluent credits for recycled water. If the following 
year were also dry, the Permittees might have to forgo the spreading of recycled water 
to avoid exceeding the five year average limit for recycled water of 35%. 

3. In a letter dated May 1,2013, to the Regional Water Board, the California Department of 
Public Health (CDPH) expressed its support for the Permittees' request to increase the 
recycled water contribution averaging period from 60 to 120 months (five years to ten 
years). 

4. Approval of an increase in the compliance averaging period of the recycled water 
contribution to ten years would allow the continued recharge of recycled water atthe 
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current rate in the Rlo Hondo and San Gabtiel River Spreading Grounds without the 
near-term risk of having to forgo spreading of recycled water to meet permit 
requirements. This action is consistent with the statewide goals of increasing recycled 
water use to Increase local supply reliab~llty as outl~ned in the Recycled Water Policy 
adopted In 2009 (and subsequently amended in 2013) by the State Water Resources 
Control Board. 

5. On June 4, 2013, the Executive Officer of the Regional Water Board amended Order No 
91-100, as amended by Order No. R4-2009-0048, as follows: 

On page 4 of Order No. R4-2009-0048, replaae the requirement under 
section I with the following: 

The maximum quantity of recycled weter spread 11, any t6n-gear period 
shall not exceed 35 percent of the total inflow from all sources //,to 
Montebello Forebay during that period. 

The June 4,2013 amendmen! by the Executive Officer is ratified and adopted by the 
Board by this Order. 

6. On January 17,2014. the Governor of the State of Callfarnla Issued a drought state of 
emergency proclamation, finding that the State of California is experiencing record dry 
conditions, with 2014 projected to be the driest year on record. 

7. On January 17, 2014, the Permittees requested an amendment to Order No. 91-100, as 
amended by Order No. R4-2009-0048, to Increase the percentage of recycled water 
used for groundwater recherge at the Montebello Forebay from the current limit of 35% 
to 45%. An increase of the recycled water limit by 10% could increase the relative 
contribution of recycled water that accounts for groundwater recharge by approximately 
20,000 acre-feet per year, depending on the ava~lability of storm water and imported 
water. Allowlng this increase will help ensure that groundwater replenishment of the 
Central Groundwater Basin will continue should the drought persist or reoccur 

8. Pursuant to section 13523 of the California Water Code, the Regional Water Board has 
consulted with CDPH regarding the Permittees' request to modify the percent limitation 
for groundwater recharge with recycled water. CDPH approved the Permittees' 
proposed change by email to the Reglonal Water Board dated February 11.2014. 

9. Pursuant to Water Code section 1211, prior to making any change in the point of 
discharge, place of use. or purpose of use of treated wastewater, the owner of any 
wastewater treatment plant shall obtain approval of the State Water Board, Division of 
Water Rights, for that change. The State Water Board retains the jurisdictional authority 
to enforce such requirements under Water Code section 121 1. 

10. On May I, 2013. the Water Replenishment Distrlct of Southern California, as the lead 
agency, certified Mitigated Negative Declarations for proposed projects to construct 
infrastructure to allow an increase in the volume of recycled water used for groundwater 
recharge at the Montebello Forebay. The Reg~onal Water Board has considered the 
Initial Studies and Mitigated Negative Declarations, wh~ch d ~ d  not ldentrfy s~gnificant 
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environmental effects with respect to water quality due to the increase in percentage of 
recycled water use. 

11. Any person aggrieved by this actlon may petfllon the State Water Resources Control 
Board (State Water Board) to review the action in accordance wilh Water Code section 
13320 and Califomia Code of Regulations, title 23, section 2050 and foliowing. The 
State Water Board must receive the petition by 5:00 p.m., 30 days after the date of this 
Order, except that if the thirtieth day following the date of this Order falls on a Saturday, 
Sunday, or state holiday, the petition must be received by the State Water Board by 500  
p.m. on the next business day. Copies of the law and regulations applicable to filing 
petitions may be found on the internet at: 
http://waterboards.ca.qov/public noticesloet~tionslwater quality 
Or will be provided upon request. 

12. The Regional Water Board has notied the Permittees and interasted agencies and 
persons of its intent to amend these water reclamation requirements and waste 
discharge requirements, and has provided them with an opportunity to submit their 
written comments. 

13. The Regional Water Board, in a public meeting, heard and considered all comments 
pertaining to the tentative Order amending the water reclamation requirements and 
waste discharge requirements. 

- 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Order No. 91-100, as amended by Order No. R4-2009-0048, 
adopted by this Regional Water Board on September 9, 1991, and April 2, 2009. respectively, is 
hereby amended as follows: 

1. On page 6 of Order No. 91-100, replace the requlrement under section B. Quantib 
Limitation with the following: 

The maximum quantity o f  recycled water spread in any ten-year period shall not exceed 
45 percent of the total innow from all sources into Montebello Forebay during that period. 

2. On page T I  3 of the Monitoring and Reporting Program (Cl-6728), add the following 
reporting requirement to the end of Reporting Provisions section: 

Within thirty days of  an increase in the recycled water conhibution to forty percent or 
above, the Reclaimer shell submN a monitoring plan that increases monitoring of the 
existing sixmonitoring wells to the CDPH and the Regional Water Board for review and 
approval. The additional monitoring will include biodegradable dissolved organic cerbon 
and indicator monitoring as required by CDPH. The increased monitoring required by 
the approved monitoring plan must be conducted when the recycled water contribution 
to the Montebello Forebay is  forty percent or above. 

3. All other requirements, limitations, and provisions of Order No. 91-100, as amended by 
Order No. R4-2009-0048. not affected by the foregoing amendments shall remain in full 
force and effect. 
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This Order takes effect upon its adoption. 

I, Samuel Unger, Executive Officer, do hereby cerhfy that the foregoing is a full, true, and 
correct copy of an Order adopted by the Regional Water Board, Los Angeles Region, on April 
10,2014. 

~~- Qh(ph 
Samuel Unaer. P.E. " 
Executive &&r 


