
Gray Davis
Governor

320 W. 4th Street, Suite 200, Los Angeles, California 90013
Phone (213) 576-6600 FAX (213) 576-6640 - Internet Address: http://www.swrcb.ca.gov/rwqcb4

California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Los Angeles Region (

Over 50 Years Serving Coastal Los Angeles and Ventura Counties

Recipient of the 2001 Environmental Leadership Award from Keep California Beautiful
Winston H. Hickox

Secretary for
Environmental

Protection

September 19, 2003

Mr. Robert Paschke, P.E.
Environmental Engineering Manager
3M Environmental.Jechnology and Safety Services
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GENERAL WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS (ORDER NO. R4-2002-0030, SERIES NO.
34, CI NO. - 8641) FOR PROPOSED INFILTRATION OF TREATED GROUNDWATER FOR
LANDSCAPE IRRIGATION - 3M PHARMACEUTICALS, 19901 NORDHOFF STREET,
NORTHRIDGE, CALIFORNIA (SLIC NO. 372, SITE ill NO. 2041300)

Dear Mr. Paschke:

We have completed our review of your application for coverage under General Waste Discharge
Requirements (WORI to infiltrate treated groundwater into the shallow aquifer underlying the site for
irrigation, as a modii~Gation to the operation of ongoing groundwater remediation system currently at the
site.

The primary contaminants of concern (COCs) in groundwater at the 3M Pharmaceuticals include
chloroform, perchloroethene (PCE),trichloroethene (TCE),1,2-dichloroethane (1,2-DCA), Freon-II,
methylene chloride, carbon tetrachloride, and gasoline constituents. The groundwater remediation system is
a groundwater pump and treat system. The groundwater pump and treat system withdraws contaminated
groundwater and treats it using two air stripping towers operated in series. A third tower as a standby
during maintenance. The treated gToundwater (effluent) is discharged to surface water (Winnetka Avenue
storm drain) west of the site, under National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) No. CA
0063312, issued by the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Board), or used in the
facility's air handling system. The system design flow rate is 144,000 gallons per day (gpd). Currently,
the system treats approximately 60,000 gpd. Of the 60,000 gallons, approximately 32,000 are
beneficially used in the facility's air handling equipment.

The proposed system modification expands the benefiCial reuse of the treated groundwater. The treatment
system effluent, that is not used in the facility's air-handling equipment, will be diverted to a holding tank,
and used to irrigate landscaping.

You may begin to infiltrate the treated groundwater immediately, at 3M Pharrilaceuticals facility,
approximately at Latitude: N34° 13' 54", Longitude: W118° 34' 13".

Because the system influent, intermediate, and effluent water are monitored and analyzed throughout the
remediation process according to NPDES permit requirements, you may use the same set of data for
Monitoring and Reporting Program CI-8641 of this WDR. In addition, the volume of the infiltrated
groundwater shall be documented per the Monitoring and Reporting Program CI-8641.
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Mr. Paschke ~.2 .~

3M Environmerital'Technblogfand Safety Services
"., September 19,2003

Regional Board staff have reviewed the information provided and. have' determined 'that the proposed
discharge meets the condiSions specified in Regional Board Order No. R4-2002-0030, "General Waste
Discharge Requirements for Groundw~terRemediation at Petroleum Hydrocarbon' Fuel andlor':VoIatile
Organic Compound Impacted Sites," adopted by this Region~l Board onJanuary 24;'2002. Refento'the
attached Fact Shel;lt. t,,:. ,".' .

Enclosed are your Waste Discharge Requirements, consisting of Regional Board Order No.R4::.2002­
.. QQ30 .. and.MoDit?rin~'i~nd,Report,il1g,:p-l."qgr<l.11l~J~8?41: ". p'le~s~, no,te that!he discharge li:nits. in
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include a reference to "Corripl{artce'FileNo:cii;,8641",' ""hicnHWliI';~ksu~ethat tlie reports"are direoted'to
the appropriate file and staff. Alsb, please do not combine other reports with your monitoring reports;
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The Monitoring and Reporting.Program(CI'-'864f) requires·you·to iinple'meIitthemoriitorirrgpro.graril'on
the effective date of this enrollment (September 19, 2003) under Regional Board Order No. R4-2002­
0030. All monitoring re;ports (two copies each) should be sent to the Regional Board; ATTN:

'Information TechnologyUnit: ..... ,
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1) Fact Sheet·
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2) General Waste Discharge Requirelilents, Order No. 'R4~2002'J003 0
3) Monitoring and Reporting'Progf~in;CI N6>864+'!') ·.':c· "

c,c: C', 1\1L 1\1\k~Floyd,'Dlvi~i~l1~i\Vit~i·Q~~iitY,Sta.t€~WateFResources Control Board
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Mr. RichardW~gner,pepartrp~ptiW~e<tlth§ervices;CountydfLos Angeles
Mr. M~rk Ma~ko~sk{;Upperio's:Angdes··Ri~~{ATea.; Water Master, Los Angeles
Mr. Jaisimha Kesari, Weston Solutions, Inc., West Chester; Pennsylvania .

_>, ..... .....• . .... ". CaliforniaEn~ironmental Protection Agepcy
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***For a list ofsimple ways to reduce demlllld alld cili your ·ene.rgy 'costs;"sedhe tips' ilt: 11tlp:llwww.swrcb.ca.govlnewslechallellge.html***
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