3.4 Individual and Form Letter Comments and

Responses

This section contains comment letters received from individuals (Table 3-5) and responses to those
comments.

In addition, three form comment letters were received from individuals (Table 3-6). This section
contains copies of the form letters received and responses to those comments. A master copy of each
of the three form letters is followed by responses to the comments presented in that letter. Where
signatories of a form letter provided additional comments with the form letter, those forms and
responses to the additional comments are included following the master copy form letter responses.

Table 3-5. List of Comment Letters from Individuals

Letter Comment Letter Signatory

87 Frank Alssberg, Bernard N. Bertagna, Mary Jane Bertagna, Berton Bertagna, Jason Bertagna, Callie
Bonner, Joe Caito, Nicki Caito, Valere Goss, Bill Graves, Rhonda Graves, Alex Hardaway, Hans Jensen,
Jay Krale, Robert Proe, Doly Sterette, Robert Stonneman, Kevin P. Sullivan, Cheryl Taylor, Tolle Taylor

86 Maria and Refugio G. Aguirre

30 Maria Barragan

35 Theresa J. Bright, Jeffreys Ranch

34 Ronnie Castillo

51 Romelia Castillo

31 William A. Chapman, The Clarence Scott Ranches

32 William A. Chapman, The Clarence Scott Ranches

7 David Cory

23 Bertha Diaz

85 Ismael Avila Estrada

84 Ismael Fernandez

122 Ellen Fickewirth

24 Mason Gallegos

46 Dan Hinrichs, P.E., Hinrichs Farms

79 Dan Hinrichs, P.E., Hinrichs Farms

138 Dan Hinrichs, P.E., Hinrichs Farms

52 Bud Hoekstra, BerryBlest Farm

5 Vance Kennedy

82 Nancy Lea

50 G. Fred Lee, Ph.D., G. Fred Lee and Associates; Anne Jones Lee, Ph.D., G. Fred Lee & Associates

66 Kent Vander Linden

6 Virginia Madveno

15 Maria Magana

16 Simona Magana

19 Adolfo Magana

141 A. J. Marcelli, Marcelli Farms
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Letter Comment Letter Signatory

39 Chris Marenco, Marenco Cattle Co., Inc.
17 Esther Martinez

18 Luis Medellin

14 Joanna Mendoza

25 Veronica Mendoza

22 Greg Merwin, Clarksburg Farmer

121 Trent Meyer

27 Josie Nieto

83 Linda Ormonde

21 Ana Karen Orozco

28 Maria Elena Orozco

8 Jesus Quevedo

26 Jesus Quevedo

40 Rebecca Quintana, Board Member, Stone Corral School District
38 Jessica Sanchez, Agua Youth Representative
114 Ryan Schohr

13 Joan C. Townsend

128 Harry Turiello

76 Tony Turkovich, Button and Turkovich
29 Lucino and Ana Vargas

20 Darrell Voortman, Irrigator

2 Kathryn Wilkins, Organic Farmer

103 John C. Zentner

Table 3-6. List of Form Comment Letters from Individuals

Letter Comment Letter Signatory

Form 1—“Placer-Nevada-South Sutter-North Sacramento Sub-Watershed Group Ground Water
Quality Monitoring”

11 Herman Schindler

68 Anonymous

64 Lance and Gay Columbel

140 Phyllis Espinoza, Bushy Creek Nursery

65 Marian C. Jewett

130 Mike Pasner, Indian Springs Organic Farm

63 Don Rosa, Natomas Landowner and Farmer

Form 2—“Comments on Proposal for Long-Term Irrigated Lands Program”
9 Kathleen Denison

73 John Barbee

135 Dennis Alan Bruggman

67 Franklin Espriella

71 William Fletcher, Trustee and Margaret C. Fletcher, Trustee
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Letter Comment Letter Signatory

77 Ken Gregory, Gregory Farms

75 Daniel Hrdy

74 Warren E. Johnston

131 S. Y. Monckton, Cattail Farms, Inc
69 Brian Paddock

133 Sarah W. Smith, Manager, Sewmawpaw Woodland, LLC
70 Alice B. Wohlfrom, Wohlfrom Family Farms
144 Mary Anne Wood

Form 3—“I have serious concerns about the proposed Long Term Irrigated Lands Program”

81 Thea Wiedenroth

54 Jennifer Bittner
139 Stephen Brandenburger

59 Alfred Geerts
61 Andrew Johas

93 Roseann Lyons

55 Ed J. F. Mast

132 Van Overhouse

56 Virginia Plocker, H.D. Plocker Partnership

53 Helen C. Roberts and Stanley K. Roberts
62 John Studarus

60 Robert Suffin

57 Penelope Walgenbach

72 John Wilson

58 Alice B. Wohlfrom, Wohlfrom Family Farms
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3.4.1 Letter 87—Ground Water Monitoring in the
Sacramento Valley, Petition

Frank Alssberg, Bernard N. Bertagna, Mary Jane Bertagna, Berton Bertagna, Jason Bertagna, Callie
Bonner, Joe Caito, Nicki Caito, Valere Goss, Bill Graves, Rhonda Graves, Alex Hardaway, Hans Jensen, Jay
Krale, Robert Proe, Doly Sterette, Robert Stonneman, Kevin P. Sullivan, Cheryl Taylor, Tolle Taylor
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses
34.1.1 Responses to Letter 87
87-1

The Central Valley Water Board acknowledges that there are no data representing pre-agricultural
groundwater quality conditions, including nitrate levels, for the region. However, public health
concerns, including “blue baby syndrome” (or methemoglobinemia), related to elevated nitrate
concentrations in drinking water from groundwater sources, is well documented. Areas with high
concentrations of dairy operations and agricultural fields that apply nitrogen-based fertilizers are
known to have elevated and increasing levels of nitrate in the underlying groundwater basins.

See Master Response 1.

87-2

This comment cannot be responded to without more information regarding what is meant by proper
tolerances.

87-3

The proposed ILRP would not involve drilling new wells for water supply; the analysis assumed that
wellhead protection would be implemented at the local level where called for by the analyzed
alternative. The Draft PEIR discusses potential effects on groundwater from infiltration of surface
water and evaluates the potential improvements that could take place because of use of surface
water as an irrigation supply and related impacts on groundwater quality (see Chapter 5,

Section 5.9, Hydrology and Water Quality). All new groundwater monitoring wells constructed for
any reason must conform to state and local well ordinances designed to prevent groundwater
pollution from well construction and operation.

87-4

There are multiple sources that contribute contaminants that may reach groundwater throughout
the Central Valley. A variety of conditions such as local soil type, percolation rates, annual rainfall,
topography, vegetation, land use, and other local factors such as public use of fertilizers and
presence of septic systems exist and exacerbate the conditions.

A successful Long-term ILRP will allow the Central Valley Water Board to adapt its approach to
regulating discharges to groundwater, depending on local conditions and the significance of threats
to beneficial uses.

87-5
See Comment Letter 87, Response 4.
87-6
See Comment Letter 87, Response 4.
87-7

See Comment Letter 87, Response 4.
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87-8

See Comment Letter 87, Response 4.

87-9
See Master Response 12 and Comment Letter 95, Response 2.

The schedule for completing this CEQA process is dictated by an agreement entered into among the
Central Valley Water Board, members of the environmental community, and representatives of the
agricultural community, and approved by the Court. Nevertheless, the public involvement and
review opportunities through the process of development of the CEQA analysis have been extensive.
A summary of the ILRP development public involvement process can be found in the Draft PEIR,
Chapter 2, Section 2.6.3, beginning at page 2-7.
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3.4.2 Letter 86—Maria and Refugio G. Aguirre
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1186

Maria Aguiorre and Refugie G
13361 Ave. 381

£59.528.30%0

I am a resident of the commumity of Seville Tn Seville vou cannol drink the tap waler because il
ia contaminated with nitrates. We pay quite a lot every month for water thai we can't drink or
e | pay 560 per momth plus 532 for bottbed water and there are only twa of as a1 home.

W are lebd workers and our salanes ane low, We cannol continie pavisig the prace of
contmamanation. That is why | would like the Regional Board 1o take the commmmity's costs info
wonsideration and develop a plan for irmgaied lavds that effectively prevents and siops the
comlamination of our waler soundes.

Maria Aguurre
15361 Ave. 381
Visalin, CA 91292

March 2011
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses
34.2.1 Responses to Letter 86
86-1

See Comment Letter 14, Response 1 and Comment Letter 123, Response 87.

86-2

This comment will be considered in development of the Long-term ILRP.
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3.4.3 Letter 30—Maria Barragan
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1130

Maria Barragsin
126535 Ave. 406
Cubler, CA 93615

I m writing bo ask the Regional Board 1o fulfill its mandate and profect our waler soumces.

I am & resident of the Cuiler Conumunity. 'We do pot drisk water from the lap because il s
contuminated with a pesticide. 1 pay about 530,00 per month for water gervice, but then | have 1o
o by bottled waler. 5o af the end of the month | am paymg about 57000 per manth ~ 530 for
the water bill amd 5S4 for botted water. My monthly incoime w 51,100 20 this i very expenuive

for me

This is why | wani the Regional Hoard to develop a plan for migated lands that will effectively
Erevenl conlaminatnon.

Thank you,
[|sagned: Mana Barmagan|

Morta Barragan
12655 Ave, 406
Cutler, CA 93613
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses
3.4.3.1 Responses to Letter 30
30-1

See Comment Letter 14, Response 2.
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3.44 Letter 35—Theresa J. Bright, Jeffreys Ranch
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses
3.44.1 Responses to Letter 35
35-1

See Comment Letter 41, Response 40 and Master Response 12. The Central Valley Water Board is
aware that areas identified as vulnerable to leaching and runoff are primarily located in the San
Joaquin and Tulare Basins.
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3.4.5 Letter 34—Ronnie Castillo
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses
3.45.1 Responses to Letter 34
34-1

See Comment Letter 40, Response 2 and Comment Letter 14, Response 1.
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3.4.6 Letter 51—Romelia Castillo
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses
3.4.6.1 Responses to Letter 51
51-1

See Comment Letter 14, Response 1.
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3.4.7 Letter 31—William A. Chapman, The Clarence Scott
Ranches
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses
34.7.1 Responses to Letter 31
31-1

See Master Response 17.

31-2

Mechanisms for addressing groundwater are dependent upon the alternative chosen to implement
the Long-term ILRP. Alternatives 4 and 6 would require participation in a regional groundwater
monitoring program and would involve coordination with other groundwater monitoring programs
to avoid duplicative efforts (see Draft PEIR, Appendix A, page 158). The staff reccommendation to
implement regional groundwater monitoring (Alternative 6) rather than site-specific monitoring
was made, in part, to lessen the potential finical burden on agriculture (see goal 3 on page 92 of the
Draft PEIR, Appendix A).

31-3

See Master Response 17.
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3.4.8 Letter 32—William A. Chapman, The Clarence Scott
Ranches
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses
3.4.8.1 Responses to Letter 32
32-1

See Master Response 17.
32-2

See Master Response 11.

3.4.9 Letter 7—David Cory

Note: This letter has been withdrawn from consideration by the commenter.
3.49.1 Responses to Letter 7

7-1

No response needed.
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3.4.10 Letter 23—Bertha Diaz
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1.x3

Beriha Diaz
13922 Florida Ave,
E. Ohraad, CA 93647

5593589053

The problem m my comnuanity is that the water ia contaminaied with nitrates. The water affects
s baonuse water i necessary for drinking and cooking. We are a commmnity ol working people
wheo work i the Tields From davwn o dissk In oir conimamity we Iry to fight for clean waler as
et e can, Waler s very imponail [or sorvival, eypecially in the Central Valley becate the
weather i very hot and it is dangerous for the ekl workers if they do pot have clean water 1o
drink. | boge you undersiand miy reasons (rom ihis lefier because | believe that ihe water problem
muist be fixed becaune ol i a npht and not a privilepe.

Thaik wou very mch?

Sincerely,
Hertha Diaz
Beriha Diaz
13922 Florida Ave.
E Owesi, CA 93047
Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program March 2011
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses
3.4.10.1 Responses to Letter 23
23-1

See Comment Letter 14, Response 1.
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3.4.11 Letter 85—Ismael Avila Estrada
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1LRS

Bamacl Avila Estrada
23373 Pamo Ave
Duscor, CA 93218

5595341200

1" speaking on behall of the community of Ducor, We are having a kol of problems like waleor
with nitrates, with the smell of sulphur, with the color of rotten nasd. The water ke oo
eomiomminated. | would hke for you to analvee the waler a hrtle and devole time a1l i onder e
Ise able 1o ik e water for something because it docin’t belp us a1 all 10 be buving water for
everything and still paveng the high bill because [illegitle| from un every momh. Thank vou for
ithe time you devole Lo ws

lemaz] Awila E.

bamacl Avila Estrada
23373 Parko Ave
Do, A 9321E
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses
34.11.1 Responses to Letter 85
85-1

See Comment Letter 14, Response 1 and Comment Letter 123, Response 87.
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3.4.12 Letter 84—Ismael Fernandez
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184

lemae] Farminder
SAGO Ave 256
Exceter, UA 93221
359-217-2283

My cemment s that we need more protection for our families because | have my ovwn water well
hant wee can’t drink the water hecause it has nitrates and &= dangerous for owr healih.

I aypree that there shoild be mone coneern For prolecting s,

lenas] Fandndes
ERGG Ave. 156
Exeler, CA 93221
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses
3.4.12.1 Responses to Letter 84
84-1

The support for the protection of water quality will be considered in the development of the Long-
term ILRP.
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3.4.13 Letter 122—Ellen Fickewirth
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses
3.4.13.1 Responses to Letter 122
122-1

See Comment Letter 99, Response 25.
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3.4.14 Letter 24—Mason Gallegos
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses
3.4.14.1 Responses to Letter 24
24-1

See Comment Letter 14, Response 1.
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3.4.15 Letter 46—Dan Hinrichs, P.E., Hinrichs Farms

Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program 3.4-39 March 2011
Final Program Environmental Impact Report ' ICF 05508.05



Section 3.4. Individual and Form Letter
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses

Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program 3.4-40 March 2011
Final Program Environmental Impact Report ' ICF 05508.05



Section 3.4. Individual and Form Letter
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses

Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program 3.4-41 March 2011
Final Program Environmental Impact Report ' ICF 05508.05



Section 3.4. Individual and Form Letter

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses
3.4.15.1 Responses to Letter 46
46-1

The Central Valley Water Board agrees that the competition for water resources in the state will
continue to be a factor affecting the feasibility of conserving and restoring wetlands. At this time
there is no evidence to suggest that wetland creation is infeasible.

46-2

See Master Response 15.

46-3

As the location and nature of possible land conversions resulting from implementation of the ILRP
are unknown, and may not occur, assuming such possible conversion would lead to non-irrigated
fallowed lands and an appreciable loss of fire breaks is speculative. However, the Central Valley
Water Board is concerned about the potential loss of fire breaks and will consider any specific
information provided during the development of any orders that would be applicable to the areas
referenced. Also see Master Response 14.

46-4

The Central Valley Water Board anticipates that the implementing mechanisms for the Long-term
ILRP (i.e., general orders, WDRs) will be developed to allow for a tiered approach to establishing
monitoring programs. Accordingly, in areas where groundwater monitoring results exist or are
likely to be inconclusive, the Board would have the flexibility to establish other monitoring methods
to more effectively evaluate discharges.

46-5

The reference is correct as written.

46-6

As indicated in the Draft PEIR, Chapter 2, Introduction, (see page 2-3) and permitted by the State
CEQA Guidelines (Section 15150), the ECR, which provides a detailed description of the
environmental setting for the ILRP area, is wholly incorporated by reference. The brief overview
provided in Chapter 4, Environmental Setting, and the additional resource-specific information
presented in individual resource sections of Chapter 5, Environmental Impacts and Mitigation
Measures, acknowledge the differences present among agricultural practices and other conditions of
foothill regions relative to the valley floor, where relevant to the discussion.

Also see Master Response 7.

46-7

The impact analysis specifically discusses the impacts from use of tailwater recovery systems (see
Draft PEIR, Chapter 5, Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures, Section 5.9, Hydrology and
Water Quality, page 5.9-15).

Irrigated Lands Regulatory Program 3.4-42 March 2011
Final Program Environmental Impact Report ' ICF 05508.05



Section 3.4. Individual and Form Letter
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses

46-8

At a programmatic level, the analysis assumption concerning pressurized irrigation system-related
fieldwork is accurate as stated in Table 5.1-1, “Fieldwork involved in setting up new irrigation
system does not substantially exceed usual field preparation activities.”

46-9

The comment refers to what is anticipated to be a very small portion of potentially converted
agricultural land. The Draft PEIR (page 5.10-7) recognizes this condition by stating “It is reasonable
and logical to assume that, while some portion of the affected farmland would be converted to
nonagricultural use, a majority of the lost acreage would not be converted to a nonagricultural use
but instead would be used to produce a crop that would require lower compliance costs and
generate sufficient revenue to stay in agricultural production.” However, the Central Valley Water
Board shares the concern that costs could impact agricultural viability and will take those concerns
into account in the development of the Long-term ILRP.

46-10

See Master Response 17.

46-11

See Master Response 17.

46-12

See Master Response 17.

46-13

See Master Response 17.

46-14

See Master Response 17.

46-15

This comment will be considered in development of the Long-term ILRP.
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3.4.16 Letter 79—Dan Hinrichs, P.E., Hinrichs Farms
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses
3.4.16.1 Responses to Letter 79
79-1

A concise summary will be prepared in development of the Long-term ILRP.

79-2

The Central Valley Water Board agrees that interpretation of water quality data can be challenging,
especially when the data are primarily from samples collected in receiving waters and limited data
are available that characterize the actual waste discharges from irrigated lands. The Board has a
highly skilled staff of engineers, scientists, and geologists, who continually work to improve
understanding of water quality and the effects of agricultural discharges on water quality. See
Comment Letter 102, Response 10.

79-3

See Comment Letter 46, Response 4.

79-4

The Stakeholder Advisory Workgroup was formed to assist the Central Valley Water Board in
developing Long-term ILRP alternatives and evaluation measures. The Workgroup finished this
work in August 20009. If there is sufficient interest among Workgroup members, the Board is open to
holding future discussions regarding the recommended alternative.
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3.4.17 Letter 138—Dan Hinrichs, P.E., Hinrichs Farms
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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Comments and Responses
3.4.17.1 Responses to Letter 138
138-1

See Master Response 17. Also see Comment Letter 99, Response 7. These comments will be
considered in the development of the Long-term ILRP.
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3.4.18 Letter 52—Bud Hoekstra, BerryBlest Farm
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