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SAN DIEGO REGION IRRIGATED LANDS GROUP

• A SAN DIEGO REGIONAL BOARD RECOGNIZED THIRD-PARTY MONITORING GROUP

• THE SAN DIEGO COUNTY FARM BUREAU PROVIDES FARM BUREAU MEMBERS IN SAN DIEGO, 
SOUTHERN RIVERSIDE, AND SOUTHERN ORANGE COUNTIES (REGION 9) WITH THE OPTION 
OF GROUP COMPLIANCE THROUGH THE SAN DIEGO REGION IRRIGATED LANDS GROUP, A 
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION

• CURRENT MEMBERSHIP IS ABOUT 1050, (MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS HAVE DROPPED)  AND 
INCLUDES SOME MEMBERS FROM RIVERSIDE AND ORANGE COUNTIES WHO ARE WITHIN 
THE SAN DIEGO REGION



FARMING IN THE SAN DIEGO AREA:

• FOLIAGE, NURSERY, BEDDING PLANTS, AND OTHER 
ORNAMENTAL CROPS ARE ABOUT 70% OF ALL AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION $$, THE MAJORITY IN CONTAINER PRODUCTION

• SAN DIEGO IS THE #1 NURSERY COUNTY IN THE US 

• AVOCADOS, CITRUS AND OTHER FRUIT AND NUT TREE CROPS 
ARE ABOUT 20% OF AG VALUE

• SAN DIEGO REGION PRODUCTION AND HARVESTS ARE YEAR-
ROUND, NO OFF-SEASON FOR ALMOST ALL CROPS

• MEDIAN FARM SIZE IS 4 ACRES, AND 69% OF FARMS ARE 1-9 
ACRES

• WHILE THERE ARE AROUND 5000 FARMS IN SAN DIEGO 
COUNTY (AS PER THE SCHEDULE F), ONLY A SUBSET FIT THE 
IRRIGATED LANDS CATEGORY. IN ADDITION, NOT ALL ACREAGE 
ON ANY FARM IS ACTUALLY IRRIGATED.

• ABOUT 1050 FARMS FIT THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE IRRIGATED 
LANDS GROUP



PREVIOUS WORKSHOPS AND INFORMATION 
PROVIDED:

• SPRING 2023: GROWERS WERE SURVEYED ABOUT VARIOUS TOPICS RELATED TO THE 
PROPOSED ORDER. SURVEY RESULTS WERE PROVIDED AT THE 5/10/2023 REGIONAL BOARD 
MEETING.

• REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE SAN DIEGO REGION IRRIGATED LANDS GROUP ATTENDED THE 
THREE WORKSHOPS IN SUMMER 2023 WHERE THE BOARD STAFF PRESENTED A SERIES OF 
PROPOSED ITEMS TO BE INCLUDED IN THE DRAFT AG ORDER

• SDRILG MEMBERS PROVIDED COMPREHENSIVE COMMENTS ON THE PROPOSED ITEMS 



CURRENT DRAFT ORDER COMMENTS FROM SDRILG:

• INITIAL POSITIVE RESPONSES FROM REGIONAL BOARD STAFF:

• DESIGNATION OF ”FIELDS” FOR REPORTING PURPOSES:

• BOARD STAFF RECOGNIZES THAT TO CALL EACH PLANT TYPE/AGE/PLANTING DATE A DIFFERENT “FIELD” 
WILL NOT WORK FOR SAN DIEGO, AS THIS WOULD RESULT IN THOUSANDS OF “FIELDS” IN A TYPICAL 
NURSERY

• LACK OF DATA FOR NUTRIENT REPORTING:

• BOARD STAFF RECOGNIZED THAT DATA FOR NUTRIENT REQUIREMENTS AND N REMOVED ARE NOT 
AVAILABLE FOR MOST OF THE CROPS GROWN IN SAN DIEGO COUNTY MAKING THE REPORTING OF N 
REMOVAL IMPOSSIBLE FOR A LARGE PART OF THE AG INDUSTRY

• STUDIES TO DETERMINE THIS WILL COST MILLIONS OF DOLLARS



GENERAL COMMENTS: 
1.SAN DIEGO REGION AGRICULTURE IS VERY DIFFERENT 
FROM EASTERN SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY AGRICULTURE
• MOST SAN DIEGO REGION FARMS ARE 10 ACRES OR LESS; NOT ALL ACREAGE IS IRRIGATED

• AVERAGE EASTERN SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY FARM IS APPROX. 375 ACRES

• SAN DIEGO GROWERS PRODUCE A LARGE NUMBER OF DIFFERENT CROPS, NOT JUST ONE WITH 
UNIFORM GROWING PRACTICES LIKE IN THE CENTRAL VALLEY. SAN DIEGO REGION AGRICULTURE IS 
FOCUSED ON SPECIALTY CROPS-IT IS WHAT KEEPS US IN BUSINESS. 

• CONTINUOUS CROPPING IS THE NORM IN THE SAN DIEGO REGION, WITH CONTINUOUS INPUTS, 
MULTIPLE GROWING CYCLES AND HARVESTS ALL YEAR ROUND, UNLIKE THE CENTRAL VALLEY

• TERRAIN IS VERY DIFFERENT AS MOST GROWERS IN THE SAN DIEGO REGION GROW ON HILLSIDES, 
SOMETIMES VERY STEEP. FLAT VALLEYS ARE NOT THE NORM AS THEY ARE IN THE CENTRAL VALLEY

• SOME WATER QUALITY PRACTICES REQUIRED BY CENTRAL VALLEY REGULATIONS WILL LIKELY NOT BE 
EFFECTIVE OR POSSIBLE IN SAN DIEGO BECAUSE OF THESE DIFFERENCES



2. ONE SIZE DOES NOT FIT ALL:

500 acre pistachio farm in Central Valley 2.5 acre organic vegetable farm, Oceanside

Agricultural Production in the Eastern San Joaquin Valley is flat, single cropped for miles and is not in the same 
areas where Housing, parks, recreational turf and other uses exist.  

Main crops include tree nuts, average farm size is approx. 300 acres and farms are contiguous



3. AGRICULTURE IN SAN DIEGO COUNTY IS 
“INTERSPERSED” WITH OTHER  LAND USES

• UNLIKE THE EASTERN SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY AG COMMUNITY, AGRICULTURE IN SAN DIEGO IS "INTERSPERSED" 
WITH OTHER LAND USES

• MANY SINGLE HOMES WITH SMALL ACREAGES THAT ARE NOT IN PRODUCTION AGRICULTURE SURROUND 
FARMS:

• LOTS OF LAWN AND LANDSCAPE

• HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS 

• SPORTS FIELDS, PARKS, GOLF COURSES, 

• PASTURES WITH HORSES AND OTHER ANIMALS

• ALL THESE NON AGRICULTURAL USES CONTRIBUTE TO NUTRIENT RUNOFF BECAUSE THEY USE THE SAME 
MATERIALS TO MAINTAIN THEIR LANDSCAPES THAT GROWERS USE IN THEIR FARMING OPERATIONS. 



3. CONT. “INTERSPERSED” AGRICULTURE

• IT IS OFTEN IMPOSSIBLE TO ASSIGN "BLAME" OR RESPONSIBILITY FOR WATER QUALITY ISSUES TO 
AG WHEN IT IS GENERALLY THE RESULT OF MIXED USES. 

• SUBURBAN HOMES AND THE OTHER LAND USES ADJACENT TO AG OPERATIONS USE THE EXACT 
SAME FERTILIZERS AND PESTICIDES MOST LIKELY WITH LESS PRECISION AND EDUCATION THAN AG.

•  UNLIKE THE SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY, SAN DIEGO IS HILLY, RESULTING IN RUNOFF FROM LAND USES 
ABOVE FARMS RUNNING ONTO FARM OPERATIONS.  

• ALL OF THIS WILL BE REFLECTED IN THE WATER QUALITY SAMPLES TAKEN BY MONITORING 
PROGRAMS AND IS OFTEN ATTRIBUTED ONLY TO AG. 

• AGRICULTURE BEARS THE COSTS OF MONITORING, POTENTIAL FOR FINES, AND COSTS OF 
IMPLEMENTING BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES THAT MAY NOT BE NECESSARY



3.  ORDER CONTINUES TO INCLUDE OVERLAPPING 
REGULATIONS WITH MULTIPLE INSPECTIONS FOR THE 
SAME ISSUES
• SAN DIEGO COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF AG WEIGHTS AND MEASURES AS WELL AS 

CITY GOVERNMENTS THROUGHOUT THE REGION ARE ALREADY INSPECTING AG OPERATIONS 
FOR WATER QUALITY ISSUES (AWQ-MS4 PROGRAM)

• IN ADDITION, THE NEW DRAFT AG ORDER INCLUDED A SECTION ON PESTICIDE USE THAT 
DIRECTLY OVERLAPS WITH AG WEIGHTS AND MEASURES INSPECTIONS THAT ARE ALREADY 
BEING DONE AND HAVE BEEN IN PLACE FOR DECADES

• THE CA DEPARTMENT OF PESTICIDE REGULATION’S 100% PESTICIDE USE REPORTING 
PROGRAM (BEGAN IN 1990) REQUIRED OF ALL GROWERS USING PESTICIDES SHOULD BE 
UTILIZED BY THE REGULATORS.



4.  ENHANCED GROUNDWATER MONITORING 
REQUIRED IN DRAFT ORDER

• WE HAVE VERY LITTLE GROUNDWATER IN SAN DIEGO, ESPECIALLY COMPARED TO THE EASTERN SAN JOAQUIN 
VALLEY AREA, WHERE THESE REGULATIONS ARE BASED. 

• MOST SMALLER GROWERS DO NOT USE GROUNDWATER-THE COST OF DRILLING A WELL IS PROHIBITIVE. 
MANY LARGER GROWERS ALSO DO NOT USE WELL WATER, PARTICULARLY IN THE NURSERY INDUSTRY.

• WE HAVE LESS THAN 7 ACTIVE DRINKING WATER WELLS ON FARMS ENROLLED IN THE IRRIGATED LANDS 
GROUP. 

• SOME FARMS HAVE IRRIGATION WELLS AND THESE WILL NOW BE MONITORED. THIS WATER IS NOT USED FOR 
DRINKING.  

• THIS WILL BE AN INCREASED COST FOR THOSE ENROLLED IN THE IRRIGATED LANDS GROUP. MOST GROWERS 
ALREADY MONITOR THEIR WELLS IF THEY ARE USING THE WATER FOR IRRIGATION. 







New Contingency Work Plan

• The current Water Quality Benchmarks 
written into the Order will trigger these 
workplans almost uniformly across the 
entire county, regardless of agricultural 
influence.

• San Diego agriculture is not uniform, and is 
dispersed with different land uses.

• Why is agriculture on the hook to pay the 
costs to determine the sources?

• The cost of doing this could be prohibitively 
high, almost impossible to budget.



• Benchmarks set lower than other Irrigated Lands programs throughout the state.
• Based on a review of data in the CEDEN website, these benchmark are generally 

being exceeded in developed areas throughout the county regardless of 
agricultural use.

• Samples collected from the headwaters of running streams and lakes releasing 
water in the region during dry season sampling events indicate that source water 
is above benchmarks.

• Some of the municipal supply water, including from treatment plants, is above 
the benchmark for Total Nitrogen.

• Based on a review of data in the CEDEN website, these benchmark are generally 
being exceeded in developed areas throughout the county regardless of 
agricultural use.

Benchmark Issues









Municipal Water Supply

= over benchmarks = near benchmarks

Nitrate is one 
component of 
Total Nitrogen



Upstream Sampling
Coming from Reservoir Groundwater spring

= over benchmarks





ADDITIONAL MONITORING

• With a trigger of 0.5-inches for a qualifying storm event, this could be 
dozens of additional sampling trips.

• Some locations only run during heavy, sustained rains, and some have 
never run.

• Impossible to budget for, completely dependent on weather.



ADDITIONAL MONITORING

• Why would a site have water later in the summer for a second sampling 
event?  Most are dependent on groundwater flow or releases from dams.
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