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Examination Identification Letter
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NOTICE TO ALL EXAMINATION CANDIDATES 

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU READ AND UNDERSTAND THE INFORMATION ON THE 
ATTACHED SHEET.  ON THE DATE OF THE EXAM, YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO SIGN A 
STATEMENT WHICH CERTIFIES THAT YOU HAVE READ AND WILL ABIDE BY THESE 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

Pursuant to Section 3701.1, subdivision (c) of the Operator Certification Regulations, Examination 
questions are confidential.  Any person who copies questions or removes all or part of any Examination 
from the examination room or who conveys or exposes all or part of any Examination for an unauthorized 
use may be denied Certification pursuant to the provisions of Article 7.  Any person who uses unauthorized 
reference material during the Exam may also be denied Certification.  The applicant also may be subject to 
administrative sanctions pursuant to Article 7 and Section 13627 of the Water Code.” 

Candidates are advised that the State Water Board will investigate any individual that it believes has 
divulged any portion of a Wastewater Operator Examination to any other person.  In addition, the State 
Water Board will pursue disciplinary action against that individual if the investigation reveals that 
subversion of the Examination did in fact occur. 

EXAMINATION-RELATED INFORMATION

THE EXAMINATION GRADING FORMAT AND GENERAL EXAMINATION INSTRUCTION ARE STATED ON 
THE FIRST SHEET INSIDE THE COVER SHEET OF EVERY EXAMINATION BOOKLET. 

• Due to size variations at all sites, we cannot predict when the actual examination will begin.   We encourage all
candidates to arrive promptly at the time the doors open.  Doors will open for seating at approximately 8:30 a.m. at each
examination site.

• EXAM SECURITY - Dishonest Conduct - An applicant who engages in dishonest conduct during an examination will
have his or her examination materials confiscated, will not have the examination graded, and will be denied the opportunity
to take the next scheduled examination.  The application and examination fees paid by the applicant will not be refunded.
The applicant also may be subject to administrative sanctions pursuant to Article 7 and Section 13627 of the Water Code.
Confidentiality of Examination Questions - examination questions are confidential.  Any person who copies questions or
removes all or part of any examination from the examination room, or who conveys or exposes all or part of any
examination for an unauthorized use may be denied certification pursuant to the provisions of Article 7.  The applicant may
also be subject to administrative sanctions pursuant to Article 7 and Section 13627 of the Water Code.

• At the back of every examination booklet there are additional blank sheets followed by a current and proposed
“Equivalents and Formulas” sheets.  These sheets may be removed from the booklet by the examinee for use during
the Examination.  However, each sheet must have the examinee’s name on it, and specific identification of the
problem for which work is shown.  Examinees will be asked to complete a survey located on the bottom of the current
“Equivalents and Formulas” sheet.  Proctors will staple the sheets onto your booklet at the end of the exam.

• Other paper (including scratch paper), books, highlighters, pens, briefcases, electronic devices, tobacco, smart watches
or cell phones will not be allowed in the examination room.  All examination material must be returned to the proctor
upon completion of the exam.

• PENCILS – As of April 2016, Examinees will be required to bring their own No. 2 pencils and erasers.
PLEASE BRING NO. 2 PENCILS AND ERASERS.



- 2 - 

• CALCULATORS - Simple electronic calculators that are silent, including non-programmable scientific calculators are
allowed.  Programmable calculators, smart phones, tablets, computers, and calculators with paper printout are not allowed.
Prohibited programmable calculators include calculators that have alpha keyboards, graphing calculators, large display
screens that are capable of displaying worded messages, or calculators that allow for the insertion of pre- programmed
cards.  Please be aware that solar calculators may not function because of lighting conditions.  It is acceptable to bring an
additional simple calculator as a back-up.  PLEASE BRING A SIMPLE ELECTRONIC CALCULATOR AND
EXTRA BATTERIES.

• GRADES I AND II EXAMINEES - All your answers must be marked on the scantron sheet for grading.  However,
partial credit may be assigned to the ten math problems if you clearly show and label your work in the booklet. If
necessary, you may use the blank pages to clearly show and label your work.

• GRADES III, IV AND V EXAMINEES - All work must be shown and clearly labeled in the examination booklet.
You must clearly show and label all your work on math problems and essay questions for grading.  You must clearly state
all your assumptions.  The graders of the examination will give generous partial credit, but they cannot guess
what the examinee is thinking.

• IMPORTANT: A CORRECT ANSWER TO A MATH PROBLEM WHICH IS NOT SUPPORTED BY
CALCULATIONS CLEARLY SHOWN IN THE BOOKLET WILL NOT BE GIVEN 
CREDIT. 

WE EXPECT TO MAIL THE RESULTS FOR GRADE I THROUGH V EXAMINATIONS WITHIN 90 
DAYS. 

• EXAM REVIEW – Examinees who do not pass the exam may request a review of their exam.  All exam reviews will be 
scheduled for one day only in the Sacramento and one day only in the Riverside area.  Further information regarding an exam  
review schedule will be mailed with the exam results to those examinees that do not pass the examination.

• If you pass the examination, you cannot review the exam or obtain score information.

• MAXIMUM ALLOTTED TIMES FOR THE EXAMINATION: 

Grades I and II – 2 ½ Hours Grade III – 3 ½ Hours Grades IV and V – 4 Hours 

• MINIMUM PASSING GRADE – The minimum passing score for every examination includes a minimum of 50% of the 
available points on the math problems (20 points for Grade I – II, 28 points for Grade III, and 20 points for Grade IV-V).
The overall minimum passing score for all examinations is 70% of the total points available on the exam. 

SUMMARY EXAMINATION POINT VALUES AND MINIMUM PASSING SCORES 

GRADE I GRADE II GRADE III GRADE IV GRADE V 
True/False Questions: 45 Points 50 Points 25 Points -0- -0-
Multiple Choice Questions: 50 Points 60 Points 40 Points 50 Points 50 Points 
Multiple Choice Math Problems: 40 Points 40 Points -0- -0- -0-
Math Problems: -0- -0- 56 Points 40 Points 40 Points 
Mandatory Essay Questions: -0- -0- 20 Points 15 Points 15 Points 
Essay Questions: -0- -0- -0- 40 Points 40 Points 
Total Points Available: 135 Points 150 Points 141 Points 145 Points 145 Points 

Minimum Passing Score: 94.5 Points 105 Points 98.7 Points 101.5 Points 101.5 Points 
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Examination Instructions with Self‐certification  
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Plastic Sheets with Essays/Formulas 
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Photograph of USB pen covert camera 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 5   

Interview summary report from May 16, 2017 in Piru, California 



WASTEWATER OPERATOR INTERVIEW 
 

Date of Interview: May 16, 2017 
Time:   11:40 – 1300 hrs 
Location:   Piru WWTP  
   2815 East Telegraph, City of Piru 
 
Present:  Leo Sarmiento, WRCE (SWRCB/Office of Enforcement) 
   Jim Fischer, WRCE (SWRCB/Office of Enforcement) 

Nick Knight, Attorney III (SWRCB/Office of Enforcement)    
 
Name:   Angelo Bullicer, Grade II WWTP Operator (#41250) 

 

 Mr. Fischer requested consent for the interview.  Mr. Bullicer provided consent at 11:45 a.m. 
 
Statements Obtained from Mr. Bullicer: 

 Prior wastewater operator experience, he worked as a wastewater operator operator-in-training (OIT) at the 
County of Ventura Moorepark WWTP. 

 Obtained a Grade II wastewater operator certificate in November 2012. 

 Failed the Grade III wastewater operator examination a total of three (3) times. 

 Dishonored himself because he was caught cheating during the April 8, 2017 Grade IV examination held in 
Hawthorne, CA.   

 Admitted he was caught cheating and stated he brought in 4 transparent plastic sheets (approximately 2”x 2” in 
size), containing formulas/solutions and essay notes related to the Grade IV wastewater operator examination, 
including a video recording device (USB pen spy camera).  Stated he acted alone without any help from other 
operators/persons involved in the cheating. 

 Stated he transferred four (4) transparencies from his pant pocket into his shirt/polo pockets during his morning 
bathroom break.  

 Stated he flushed the toilet once or twice but did not flush any non-exam materials. When he was presented 
with the note that was recovered from the toilet by the chief proctor, he admitted the notes included his 
handwriting.  

 Admitted these items may have fallen into the toilet bowl when he removed the plastic transparencies from his 
pocket. Stated he used these materials to help remind him of his study areas on the test.  

 Stated he activated the video recording device on the spy pen camera approximately 10 minutes towards the 
end of the exam.  

 Stated he denied ownership of additional plastic transparencies that fell out of his examination when he turned-
in his test because he panicked. Stated these plastic transparencies were produced by him at a Kinkos store. 

 Admitted the examination proctors discovered his spy pen camera from the shirt/polo pocket and took a 
photograph of it with a blue blinking light on the unit.  Stated that the blue blinking light on the unit means the 
video recording device was activated.  Also stated that the orange light flashing light on the unit means the 
recording device is in standby mode. 

 Stated the video recording device was destroyed when washed/dried with his clothes.  Stated he did not 
transfer/download any recorded examination information from the device nor shared any information collected 
on the device with any other people including wastewater operators. 

 Stated he purchased the spy pen camera from Ali Express (online vendor).  Also stated he could have also 
purchased the unit at Fry’s Electronics since he wasn’t exactly sure where he purchased the device. 

 Stated he initially bought the spy pen camera to record conversations with his supervisor but later learned this 
action maybe illegal and stopped using it. 

 Stated his motivations for cheating on the wastewater operator examination include financial burdens (in debt 
of $190,000, almost losing his house, and working a second job), potential for a promotion and increased salary 
by passing the Grade III or IV examinations, and allowing him more time with volunteering in school activities for 
his two kids without having to keep taking online study classes for the examination. 



Additional information discussed with Mr. Bullicer: 

 Mr. Knight explained the seriousness of copying/video recording of examination and potential impact to the 
integrity of wastewater examinations.  

 Mr. Knight requested a copy of the receipt from purchase of the spy pen camera and also copies of the Kinko’s 
copying services used to fabricate the materials brought into the examination. 

 Mr. Sarmiento requested Mr. Bullicer to submit a written account/testimony describing the details of what 
happened during the Grade IV examination with details about the alleged cheating.  Mr. Bullicer agreed to 
submit this information by Friday, May 18, 2017 via email to Mr. Knight, Mr. Sarmiento, and Mr. Fischer. 

 Mr. Fischer provided additional information about the potential disciplinary action(s) included in the California 
wastewater operator regulations. 
 

The interview ended at approximately 1300 hours. 
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Email from Angelo Bullicer admitting to engaging in misconduct 

during the April 8, 2017 wastewater operator examination 
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Sarmiento, Leo@Waterboards

From: Angelo Bullicer >
Sent: Friday, May 19, 2017 8:37 AM
To: Sarmiento, Leo@Waterboards
Cc: Fischer, Jim@Waterboards; Knight, Nickolaus@Waterboards
Subject: Re: Angelo Bullicer-Statement

Name: Angelo Bullicer 
Address:  
City:  
State:CA 
Zip:  
Phone number:  
 
This incident happened On Saturday, April 8 At Hawthorne, CA during a California Wastewater Certification Exam during the hours of 
8am-12pm (approx) 
 
I prepared to cheat on the exam by taking four 2 inch X 2 inch transparencies that had math formulations/essay information that I 
thought I was weak at. I also brought a "Night Owl" Spy camera pen/USB drive that takes videos. The camera was bought from Fry's 
Electronics a long time ago to possibly document verbally threatening Supervisor. I never used it because I wasn't sure about the 
legality of recording so I put the camera away. I don't have the receipt any more. I decided I to use the pen camera in the exam in case 
I didn't pass again. 
The information were taken from a Wastewater Technologies Grade 4 book that I reworked to fit into the 2"X2" space using  Photoshop.
I saved the file in the "Night Owl" Camera/USB drive and took it to printing shop to print on transparencies. I no longer can locate the 
receipts from the print shop. I placed the four 2"x2" transparencies in my shorts pocket after reviewing my notes. I had a small piece of 
white paper that I had made notes to myself as a checklist about TOPICS that I was familiar with like "Essays, BOD, QWAS, QRAS" 
etc... I must have forgotten to take this out of my pocket before entering the exam area. 
 
Started taking the exam. Later, I asked to take a bathroom break to urinate and to blow my runny nose. I flushed after I urinated and 
flushed a few more times after wiping my hands and blowing my nose. I took the transparencies from my shorts pocket and put them in 
my front left pocket. walked out the bathroom stall and washed my hands in the sink. I continued working on my exam. I quickly took my 
transparencies from the shirt pocket and placed them in between the exam pages. None of my cheat notes helped at all! 
The proctor announced 10 minutes left and I panicked. I took the camera and hooked it on my left shirt pocket and hit the small button 
to hopefully activate the camera. A small blue light goes on on the side if the camera is activated. I could not visually confirm if the 
camera was turned on because the pen was inside the pocket. I was panicking and most likely having an anxiety attack. I couldn't think. 
Time was up. I gathered my exam papers.I Stood up and walked to the table to hand over my exam. I did not realize the small white 
piece of paper had dropped for the proctors to see as I stood up and I also forgot to put the camera away from view. The 2 proctors at 
the front watching me followed me. Right then, a transparency probably still stuck in between the pages fell on the floor. While the head 
proctor was interrogating me, another one fell out. My head was spinning. I denied they were mine at first but eventually I told the head 
proctor they we mine and apologized. He said my exam will be processed but will be disqualified due to cheating. He said I will be 
contacted by the State for questioning.  
 
One of the proctors noticed my pen still sticking out of my shirt pocket asked what is that in your pocket. I told them it was my USB pen 
where I keep my study notes. They examined it and the head proctor took a picture of the pen. They asked for my name. Apologized 
profusely and then I was told to leave the premises immediately. 
 
I drove home feeling sick to my stomach. I wanted to call my CPO and Superintendent about what just happened and the 
consequences. I decided not to because I felt so ashamed acting out of character and choosing to do such a stupid thing. The closer I 
got home the more panic set in. I vomited on myself before I could get out of my car when I got home. I took off my clothes and threw 
them in the washing machine forgetting to empty out the pen cam and transparency in the pocket. I never had a chance to view the 
footage if any. I never ever had any intentions to share to anyone of whatever footage I got. 
I was able to retrieve the broken pieces of the camera pen. The body I found in the washer and the rest of the inner circuitry were found 
in the dryer drum. I took a picture as proof. I could not find the transparency that was left in the pocket. 
 
Financial Issues with credit card debt and frustration motivated me to cheat. My family is deep in debt. We are still trying to recover from 
the Recession. We almost lost the house. We cant seem to get ahead with financial issues. I have been talking with a financial advisor 
to figure something out. Passing the Grade 1 and 2 exams for the California Wastewater Certification was a breeze, The frustration 
started when I took the grade 3 exam 3 times. First time fail. Second time fail. Third time close but failed. I took the Grade 4 exam back 
in October 2016 but failed on that one too. 
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I am not a bad person, I just made a bad choice. I have been an exemplary employee since 11-26-12 when I was hired. My record has 
been spotless. I am respected and well-liked by all my co-workers, friends, neighbors and acquaintances. I go out of my way to help 
people. I have asked God for forgiveness 
 
I have told my CPO and my Superintendent about what has transpired.  I don't know my fate will be as to whether I will be punished or 
fired. I was groomed to be a Lead Operator but now that dream may be gone. I truly apologize for what has happened. I enjoy being 
wastewater plant operator and I am currently studying for CWEA Collections Grade 1 Certification in July 2017. I have a family to 
provide with two teenage boys 13 and 15. I still hope I will have a bigger, brighter future as a Wastewater Plant Operator and I assure 
you this will never happen again. 
 
Signed, 
Angelo Bullicer 
 
 
 
 
The information transmitted is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain proprietary, business-confidential 
and/or privileged material. If you are not the intended recipient of this message you are hereby notified that any use, review, retransmission, 
dissemination, distribution, reproduction or any action taken in reliance upon this message is prohibited. If you received this in error, please 
contact the sender and delete the material from any computer.” 
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