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Central Coast Healthy Watersheds Project

What is it?

Surface Water
Ambient Monitoring
Program

The Central Coast Region is developing a new website for the Healthy Watersheds Project. The

goal of The Healthy Watersheds Project, which is being carried out in close coordination with the

San Diego Region’s Environmental Report Card Project and the State’s Healthy Watersheds

initiative, is to broadly assess the health of watersheds to address the three Central Coast

Regional goals of healthy aquatic habitat, proper land management, and clean groundwater. A

scoring approach for multiple measures of health, including chemistry, biology, and physical

habitat data, is being used to produce color-coded report cards for Central Coast sites, water

bodies, and watersheds. More information about this project is available on the SWAMP website:

Healthy Watersheds Project.
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A Vision for Healthy Watersheds
Welcome to the Central Coast Water Board's "Healthy W. heds" Website! This website helps [2dil

you learn where our Central Coast waters are healthy... and if they're not healthy, why not?

This website provides an assessment of the Central Coast Water Board's vision of “Healthy Watersheds™ and attainment of the Board's three
wiSion goals:

Healthy Aquatic Habitat - By 2025, 80 percent of Aquatic Habitat is healthy, and the remaining 20 percent exhibits positive trends in key
parameters

Proper Land Management — By 2025, 80 percent of lands within an watershed will be managed to maintain proper watershed functions, and the
remaining 20 percent will exhibit positive trends in key watershed parameters.

Clean Groundwater ~ By 2025, 80 percent of groundwater will be clean, and the remaining 20 percent will exhibit positive trends in key
parameters.

Inthis website we employ data from muttiple sources (including our own Central Coast Ambient Monitoring Program) to assess health. We also
make use of a Healthy Watersheds to draw conclusions about areas where we have no monitoring data available:

ﬁNTRODUCTION \

The opening webpage of the
new Healthy Watersheds
website will show a view of
the entire Region, scored by
watershed (HUC10) for
health. From this webpage,
the user will be able to select
a realm of health to explore:

aquatic life, watershed

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/swamp/

antion, or human health. /



http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/swamp/achievements/2012/assess_healthywatersheds.pdf
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/swamp/achievements/2012/assess_healthywatersheds.pdf
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Aquatic Life Health Grades for Central Coast Watersheds
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6 SITE-SPECIFIC REPORT CARDS \
Each hydrologic unit and the
waterbodies within will be
given a score for health. In

this example, Gazos Creek
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The Aquatic Health Grade of ID (61) was based on scoring of ***n_aalyies_aquatic_life analyies and ***n_samples individual tests. O conventional analyies were in poor of very

poor condition. Other convensional analytes sconod fair or beter, with 9 in excellent or pood condition. Of ***23 organic chemicals tosted in water or sediment, ***$ wore detociod
and *#+2 scored poos of very poors these wese diaziros in waser (2 samples) and chlorpyrifos in sedimen (3 samples). No samples were colleciod for bydrocarboss. OF ###6 metals
tested in waeer or sediment, ***6 were detocsed and ***2 swoored poor or very poor; these wene copper (5 toeal sampies) and arsenic (3 samples). Benthic invenichexes scoend ***D,
and toicisy scored € overall, with ***invenchraes i sediment scocing bowest .

The Human Health Grade of A (36) was based on seoring of nitrogen and pathogen indicators in surface water only, Groundwater is ot avsessed af the level of b site. Nite
scord **+C and exoneded the drinking water standand is **%4 of ***63 samples. Pathogen indicatons soorod **%B wikee cvalusod relative to water body comtact thresholds. ***3
analytes showed increasing coecentrations over time: these include ***pitrate. ***turbidity. and ***diairon. ***2 analytes showed docreming concentrations over time; these
inclisde ***chlomphyll aand ***pH. No trends i loads were detocted.
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G DETAILED DATA
Further exploration reveals
that Gazos Creek has high
levels of DDT in the lagoon,

which is the source of the poor

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/swamp/
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In addition to site-specific report cards, the new website will also provide access to time-series
data, trend analysis, flow and loading information, and upstream stressor assessment. The user
will be able to explore both water quality and land use data in detail to learn more about a
location of interest. The project website will be ready for beta testing in the winter of 2013 for an
estimated public release date of July 2014. Once completed, the website will be accessible
through the Central Coast Ambient Monitoring Program (CCAMP) website.

Why is it important?

The Central Coast Healthy Watersheds project makes complex and often inaccessible data more
available to the general public, water quality managers, and decision makers. Use of the Healthy
Watersheds website will allow users to quickly learn the sources and causes of problems and
explore whether any improvements have been detected. Combining multiple types of data
together into a single spatial and analytical framework will allow for more informed decisions

about the impacts of water quality on overall watershed health.

How will this information be used?

Report cards, maps, and associated interpretive information will be available through the Central

Coast Region’s CCAMP website, and on the statewide My Water Quality Portal. This information

will be used to prioritize water quality problems, coordinate monitoring efforts, and guide

decision-making to better protect and restore California’s water resources.

For more information, contact Karen Worcester (kworcester@waterboards.ca.gov, or 805-549-
3333).

http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/swamp/
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