
WHATIS A 303(~)LIST? 

be Clean Water Act calls on each state to list its 
rolluted watcr bodies and to set priorities for their 
I up. Waterbodies qualify for these "impaired waters 
when they are toopolluted or otherwise degraded to 

ort their designated and existing uses (like drinking 
r, swimming, recreation, and fishing). The impaired 
rs list is also called the 303(d) list, named after the . .  . 
on in the Clean Water Act that requires it. The states 
lit their lists to Congress every two years. States must 
dete TMDLs (Total Maximum Daily Loads) for each 
1parameter for each waterbody on the list. 

The new federal TMDL regulations call for states to 
lit 303(d) lists every four years. Until the new 
(ations are enforced, states must complete them every 
years. 

There is a thirty day public comment period on each 
list. 

CONTACTS& MORE 
INFORMATION 

FederalContact forTMDLs in Georgia 

Rnhed F MrChee [REPA R G o n  4
... ... ~~.., .- . 

Sam Nunn FederalCenter 

61 ForsyfhStreet 


Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

(404)562-9900 


S u e  Contact for TMDLs in Gee+ 

Alan Hallurn, EPD Water Pmtection Division 


4220 International PadoMy 

Suite 101 


Atlanta, Georgia 30354 

(404) 675-1751 


Glassmats Cwtact for TMDLs in Georgia: 

Beth €rarer, Cnnmunity Watershed Roje-3 


264 N. Jackson Street 

Alhens. Feorgia30605 


(706) 546-9008 


Websita of interst: 
EPA'r TMDL page: www.epa.gov1OWOWlmdl 
National Wildlife Federation'sSaving Our Watersheds: A field guide 
to watershed restorationtwiny: TMDLr : 
w w w . " ~ . o ~ o n h w s ~ w a m s h e d s  
Georgia LegalWatchlCommunity Watershed Project 
m . g e o r @ l e g d ~ h . o r g  
The Clean Water Network: www.nun.org 

COMMUNITY 

--.."--.,.---
The Communiry WatershedPrvject is o progrom of 

Georgio Legol Wnlch and work to engoge 
communities in the TMDLprocess. 

contam: 

Doug Hains- Program Manager 


Beth Fm-Community Coodinator 

Doug Atkimn -GISCmrdinator 


Barry Sulki-Technical Rwiew Cmrdinator 

Mdiida Wei -Communications Cmrdinatw 


Kes Robem -Staff Attorney 


A series of primers.... 

What Every Citizen Should Know 


Georgia's 

303(d) List 


264 North Jackson Street . Athens, Georgia 30601 
Voice: (706) EM9W8 - Fax: (706) 546-6481 

m.georgialegalwatch.org 



M g to the EPD's 1996-1997 W a m Q d i  R e p *  w a r n  arp placedathe 'partially-supporting" list if(I)the Thin column identifies the water quality parameterthat is violated. A list of code definitionscan be found within thir 
chmueal data (diuolvedoxygm pH, F)i,ndicatsd an sxeeedance of a warn quality srnndnrd in 11% - 25% o f  prima A TMDL must be developedfar each parameter lined in this column. I(eep an eye on whether subrequeni 
the samples collectedor (2) ifa fish ~ ~ o n g w d e l i n cwas in place f o r t h  w a t d y .  The partially suppl ing list 303(d) 

ako includes stream rpaches based on predict4 w n m m i o m  o f  metalsat low streamflow, in excess of state standards, as lists rerainall o f  the parameterslisted. There is a mmman trend o fde-1isting"parameters bemeen listingcycles. 
appaaedto actual rne=wemmtSon a 
s m sample. 

W a r n  areplaad on the 'hot-
supporting'' list if (1) hchrmieal  data 
(dissolvedoxygm, pH, tonprature) 
tndiwtcd an crcccdsncc.,ia water 
+ty s r d a d  i"@,.ate, mnn ZSY. o f  
Ihc ramoler collcncd 121i f a  fish.., 
mwmpt ian ban was in place forme 
mtabody, or (3) ifaeute or chronic 
toxtrnty tear daumcntal or prrdrsred 
tounty at lou meamflow m a  nmvru~~pal 
w indusml d l rhagr  tothe uiunbody. 

Al l  uatm on the lam w  
m n r  TUDLs, lncrpcnlvc o f  whether 
the uaterbod) a clarstficd as'pomrllf' 
or 'MI fully" r.ppwnng Wc have asked 
the GA EPD that the two sstlun, bc 
e o m b t d  to reducemnfurton 

Ths 303(d) or "Impaired Waters" 
llrtisdivided into 14sections -
one foreach watmhed. 
Headings are d m divide the 

l iP into sectionr and areananged 
alphabeticallyUuoughout the entire l ist  

Rwer & enek namesare lnsted 

The n u m b  lznedbeneath each 
namenfer to the data m m  

reliedwon to d u r n  impaimat A 
m q l ~ clist of&ta sou&. uwd fm he 
Year2MOlLtcanbefo~inlhis 
~ . ( l k & M d k e e p i n m i n d  
that rrpulatirn specifically say Ulat 
statesmust use "all ~ I Yavailable data 
and i"fm"ation.7 

-
w a t a i s b s i i l i i t s d  Fory-thew 
ka ip t i on r  have failed to Micaw 
p i r e l y  when thew wan= an 
loeatsd Even state and fedanl kvs l  

KIVEWSTREANS NOTSUPPORTWGDESIGNXCEU LISTS A-S? 

O a water in your 
p. .  . 

d&i& 

This column indicatesthe cause o f  
the ''mimion uiolateb'. Again, the 
mdsdefinitions are lidi n  this 
@ m a  No one h a w s  a eanmunity 
beacrthan the aoole who live there: 

"A"1ON LO ~ I c $ I ~ v "are gmmll) 
broad natemmts, regardong whc 
FPD rnlrnds w do O c lan  un the 
water. 

Thenumberof impairedriver miles. 
Thir is w h m  thenotiono f  
"segments" comes in. Portions o f  
w a t d y s  ean be listed N%en map 
ean see that listedsegments sometii 
in themiddle o f  ths lengthofwatew 
and sometisms ma the sowe; somc 
m a  Ihcmouth.Findine exactlv when 
segmmnare dp~insarpdis a s h ~ e n g  
everyone and a great sowee o f  deb% 

AnXinlhismlunnindicaksthat 
the water is in the 3M(b) repon. 
Thir repon is submittedlo CM-
every other year and is anarrative 
o f  water oualirv mnditiom i n h r e i ;  
p u p  sh6u1d&in a mpy ofthe Gte 
version of the repat To do SO, all 
-75-1751 andask fa'% 
lanaversiono f  the State's 305(b) 
npon". 

This iswhen thingsget a lit& i n t m  
GA-EPD has decided that ifthere is 

agary p~lnelhave a diflimlt 6me . . "action to allwtate- for a paniculars, 
lastingexactly whcn an i m p i d15gmanis I d o f  water, -0, the 30305owd - the)03ovineit fmm be TMDL li-This is a great mu; 

dehate. Ifthne is n 3 inthircolumn, thp segment has a l d y  mieved a TMDL and will he removedonce wter 
Water UseClsssifiFation (or d s i p t e d  US) is themuof the 303(d) lia.Therearewater qual i i  nand& atachedto quality sgndardsarc met TheNIA indicatcs that the hcter is vmble to meet water quality I~M& due to 'haad" 
each desipted use, and when a water isfound not to m e t  there criteria (see number I)the waer is listed. cause. Yet another source o f  great debate. C i t i m r  can ask that there dassificationsbe clanlied. 

water wild river. m ~ sn m .ormartal&hg-. . 
The priority MI- for now, is not nlwant in Georgia's TMDL p r m .  The eounorder require that TMDLs be 




