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Comment Letter - Machado Lake Pesticides and PCBs TMDL 

 
The Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County (Sanitation Districts) appreciate the opportunity to 

provide comments to the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) on the Total Maximum Daily 
Load (TMDL) for Pesticides and Polychlorinated Biphenyls in Machado Lake (Machado Lake TMDL).  
By way of background, the Sanitation Districts provide wastewater and solid waste management services 
to over 5 million people in 78 cities and unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County.  The adoption of the 
Machado Lake TMDL and the assignment of waste load allocations (WLAs) to stormwater dischargers in 
the Machado Lake subwatershed will impact the Palos Verdes Landfill (PVLF) and the Joint Water 
Pollution Control Plant (JWPCP), which are operated by the Sanitation Districts in the Cities of Rolling 
Hills Estates and Carson, respectively.   

 
When the Machado Lake TMDL was under consideration by the California Regional Water Quality 

Control Board, Los Angeles Region (Regional Board), the Sanitation Districts submitted a comment letter 
that, among other issues, requested that wasteload allocations (WLAs) be assigned in terms of loading 
rates rather than as concentrations of pollutants in solids (i.e., µg/day vs. µg/kg). The Regional Board 
subsequently released a response to comments and revised Machado Lake TMDL in June 2010 that 
provided some flexibility in implementing the proposed WLAs, which we very much appreciate, but did 
not change the form of the WLAs themselves.  The Sanitation Districts provided additional comments 
about this issue to the Regional Board during their Machado Lake TMDL hearing in September 2010, 
specifically noting that the U.S. EPA webpage regarding the Montrose Superfund Site1 indicates that 
background soils concentrations in areas as close as three miles to Machado Lake had average DDT 
concentrations of 1,300 µg/kg.  It is these background soil concentrations, which are several orders of 
magnitude above the proposed WLAs, that make compliance with the Machado Lake TMDL particularly 
problematic. 

 
The Regional Board’s Final Staff Report states that “Permitted stormwater dischargers can 

implement a variety of implementation strategies to meet the required WLAs, such as non-structural and 
structural BMPs, and/or diversion and treatment to reduce sediment transport from the watershed to the 
lake.”  However, since the Machado Lake TMDL assigns solids concentration based WLAs, the fact that 
background soils concentrations appear to far exceed those limits makes dischargers’ ability to comply 
extremely uncertain.  Reducing the mass of solids discharged, which is typically the focus of stormwater 
treatment, would not be effective since the concentrations of pollutants in any remaining solids would be 
unchanged.  For example, a facility which drastically reduces its sediment loading in stormwater tributary 

                                                 
1 U.S. EPA, Region 9, Montrose Superfund Site Newsletter, “Soil & Produce Results for 30-Block Area – No DDT 
in Fill or Vegetables; Low DDT in Soils; More Planned,” November 1999. (Attached).  
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to Machado Lake through BMPs, diversion, or treatment, still might not be able to meet the assigned 
WLAs, if the small amount of sediment that remained in the stormwater discharge exceeded the target 
concentration.  Given the existing condition of elevated background soil concentrations of DDT, the only 
way for a discharger to ensure compliance with the Machado Lake TMDL is to have zero discharge or 
remove all sediment from their discharge, neither of which is practicable for large storm events. 

 
 Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important issue.  If you have any questions or 
require additional information about the comments contained herein, please contact Shannon Grund of my 
staff at (562) 908-4288, extension 2843, or sgrund@lacsd.org. 

 

Very truly yours, 

Stephen R. Maguin 
 
 
Philip L. Friess 
Department Head 
Technical Services 

PLF:SAG:lmb 
Attachment 
 
cc: Renee Purdy, Jenny Newman, Rebecca Veiga Nascimento (Regional Board) 
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