STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF PUELIC ¥WORKS
BEFORE THE STATE ENGINEER AND
CHIEF OF THE DIVISION OF WATSR RESCURCES

In the Matter of Application 12767'by Oscar V. Acton to Appropriate
Water from Doane Canyon Tributary to Tujunga Canyon in Los Angeles
County for Domestic and Irrigation Purposes.
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Decision A. 12767 D. _ 668

Decided = anpil 2E 1030
000

IN ATTENDANCE AT INVESTIGATICH CCNDUC“ﬂD 2Y¥ THE DIVISION OF VWATER

RESQURCES AT THE Si7.0 OF ThE ERQUOSED Ar“ﬁJPRIRL¢b i JAMUARY 6, 1950:
Oscar V. Acton. Applicant
Wm. H, Ensign ' Appliecant's Surveyor
Hal B. Hayes o Protestant and representative of

Louise Fortune and Riverwood
Ranch Mutual Water Compary,
Protestants.

F. Thomasson Pr331dent, Riverwood Ranch Mubual
Water Company.

J+ J+ Heacock" Associate Hydrau*lc Engineer,
Division of Water Recources,

Department of Public Works,
Representing the State Engineers
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OPINION

General Description of the Project

The application contemplated the appropriation of 14,400 gallons
per day,; year round,_ffom Doane Cznyon, tributary td Tujunga Congeon, in
Los Angeles County, for domestic and irrigstion purposes. Diversion is
to be.éffected,by means of a pump, 10 galloné per minute in capagity,
drawing from a sump in the stream bed, locafed within.lot 7 of Sec. 2,
T 2N, R14 VW, S.B.B&M. The conduit is to be a 2 inch galvanized pipe
line, 100 feet long. The place of use includes lots 7 and 10 of the
same Section 2, where it is proposed to irrigate 0475 acre of general
crops and to supply domestic requirements at 6 homes with 0.5 acrs of
garden and lawn per home. Irrigation is to commenée about April 1 and
eﬁd about November 30._.. | |

| Protests

‘Louise Fortﬁne protests the application claiming to divert at
a point within Lot 1 of the West portion of Rancho Tujunga, as a2 ripar-
ian owner, use haﬁing begun some 20 yeafs ago. She states that there

are now 6 houses on 12 acres and that 500 gallons per day are used at

- each house for domestic purposes and 1000 gallons per day for irrigation,

ﬁhe use extending all year round. She apprehends that the amount soﬁght
by the ﬁppiicanﬁ exceeds the entire amount available but states that her
protest may be disregarded and dismissed if a fair apportionment of the
water is made, ' |

Hal B. Hayes claims to omn over 100 acres of land fiparian to

Doane Canyon and to obtain water from a well fed from that canyon, his

‘use amounting to 1000 gallons per day for domestic purposés and 20,000

gallons per day for_irrigation.' He objects to the amount which the.

-, .



épplicént proposes to divert, apprehending that it may'exceed the entire
amount available. His diversion point {(a well) is downatream with respect
to the applicant, being located within Lot 1 of West pdrtion of Rancho
Tujunga. He is willing that his protest be disregarded and dismissed

if the availabie water is apportioﬁed fairly.

Riverwood Ranch Mutual Water Company c¢laims alsc a riparian
right as well as beneficial use which at present approximates 9000'gallons
per day. Its diversion point (a well) is also described as being located
below the applicant's projected point of diversion, and within Lot.l of
West portion of Rancho Tujunga. It claims a servige area of approximatélﬁ

600 acres with service at present to 27 users. It apprehends that the
amount which the épplicant seeks'to.appropriate will exceed the entire
amount availaﬁle bu£ statés.that its protést may be disregarded and dis-
missed if a fair apportionment of water is made.

The applicant answers the protests bylstating that the diver-
Qion which he proposes will in no ﬁay diminish or affect the wmater now
being usgd by the protestants. He asserts that he has used water from -
the source in question for a longer period of time than either Protes—.
tant Fortﬁﬁe or Protestant Hayeé and argues that the prospective use
mentioned by those protestants is uncertain and.should not affect the
application. | ' | | |

o Field Investigation
The parties having stipulated to an informal hearing as pro-

vided for in Section 733(b) of the California Administrative Code a

- fleld investigation was conducted at the site of the proposed appropria-

tion on January 6, 1950'by an engineer of the Division: The applicant

and the protestants were present or repreéented at the investigationes

=3




Records Relied Upon

Application 12767 and all data and information on file therew

withe.
Discuesion

According to the report of investigation Protestants Fortune
and Hayes are members of the Riverwood Ranch Mutual Water Company and
gecure their water from that company, which in turn cbtains its water
from a well in Tujunga Canyon, to which canyon Doane Canyon is tributary.
According to the same report the Riverwood Ranch Mutual Water Company
well is a short distance downstream from the'mputh of Doane Canyon and
within about 200 feet from the thread of the much largér Tujuriga Washe
While ﬁhe water company.présumes its well to be supplied by underflow
from Doane Canyon the investigating engineer inclines to the opinion
that thé.flow of Tujunga Waéh is the main source. According to that
engineer £he flow in Tujunga Wash.is perennial, it was approximately
3 cubic feet per second in amount at the time of the investigation, and
records over a 30 Year period indicate dischafges'at a watef.stagq
recqrder station some 4 miles upstream to have ranged from 0.8 cubie
foot per second to 50,000 cubic feet per second. Obviously:if the pro-~
testantts suﬁply is derived from Tujunga Washiand not from Doane Canyon
thej cannot. be injured by the applicant's proposed development. |

A positive determination as to whether the mrotestants' supply
comes from Doane Canyon or from Tujunga Wash was rendered unnecessary by
the protestants' offer, after the inspection and a discusslon of the
entire matter,.to withdraw their protests on conditlon that the applicant
reduce the.amount applied_fcr to SOOO_gallons per day and agrée to a

further limitation of diversions within any one yeaf toa total of.
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440 acre feet; and the applicant's oral acceptance of that offer.

Protestant Hayes on behalf of himself and Protestant Fortune forthwith

| signed and tendered to the investigating engineer withdrawals of those

two protests, and ¥r. Thomasson on behalf of Riverwood Ranch.Hutual
Water Company tendered a withdrawal of thaﬁ company's protest also.

In keeping with the protestants! offer the applicant requested by letter
dated November 11, 1950 that the amount named in his application be re-
duced to 5000 gallons per day, but'his request was silent as to the addi-
tional limitation of his abpropriation to 4 acre feet per annum. This
omission was ecalled to the applicant's attention by office letter of
March 1, 1950 which also advised him that the omission was presumed to

be unintentional and that in the absence of a stateﬁent from him to the

contrary within the next fifteen days action would be taken to include
 a provision in any permit issued in the matter, limiting the total

amount of water to be diverted in any one year to 4 acre feet. In reply

to the letter just mentioned the applicant's attorney advised on behalf
of the applicant, by letter dated March 14, 1950, that a restriction of
diversions under the application to a total of L acre feet per #nnum.is
agreeable to the applicant.

Inasmuch as the applicant and the protestants have reached

an agreement as to the conditions under which water may be diﬁerted'and

~‘the protests against Application 12767 have been withdrawn, no bar

remains toc the approval of that application. Application‘12767 should
therefore be approved, for an appropriation of 5000 gallons per day
subject to the usual terms and conditions and subject also to a special
provision limiting diversions in any one year to # got#l of I, acre feet._

olo

o




ORDER
A;ﬁplic ation 12767 for a permit to approprizte water having
been filed, a field investigation having been made, a s't.ipulate.d hearing
having been held in accordance wit: Article 733(b) of the Administrati've
.Ciod.e and the State Engineer now being fully informed in the premises::
IT IS HEHEBY ORDERED that Application 12767 be approved for
5000 gailons per day and that a permit be issued to the applicant, sub~
jéct to such of the usual terms and conditions as may be appropriate |
and subject also toc the following special term and conditiop' to wit:
Diversions under this permit shall not | |
- exceed a total of 4.0 acre~feet in any
one years. | _ |
WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Department of Publie Works
. of the State of California this 2%th day of . April s 19504

AL éfi?’f!/'; ~ g
hAe Do Edmonston
State Enginsar.
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