STATE OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC ¥NREKS
BEPORE THE STATE FHGINEER AND
CHIEF OF THE DIVISION OF wATER RESTTRCES

e )
in the imtter of QEE; eation 116&5 by Clyde, Irene and Vera Probert,
%@g%icatian 11760 vy Lela . Hose T, Drais, Avplication 120
y dobert M, Gruwell, gﬁg;icat%an 132%2 by Zarl Yott, and agg cation

170 by Milton 2, snd Coetia ¥, Hutcheson to Appropriate Water fyrom o

1tilejohn Creek in San Jomguin County for Irrieation and Stockwatering
Purnsses,

oo
Decision A. 11642, 11760, 12957, 12965, 17170 D. 738

Decided ____jordl lhe 3952

odo

In sttendance at Investigation Conducted by the Divislon of Yater
esources in Connection w Application 11642 and 11760 on July 22, 1948:

Clyde Prohert Representing the Applicants Ppohert
Leland %5, Drals Representing the Applicants Drais
Le B Rand Represeating the J, ¥, CGoodwin

Company, Protestant

he B, Yheeler Associnte Hyiraulic Engineer,
Division of Yater Resources,
Department of Public ¥orks, -
Representing the State Englnesy,

In 4ttendance at Investigstion Cond
n _Connection with Applieat

ucted by

Robhert M, Gruwell toplicant
Tarl ¥att Anmlicant

Mltmn 3, Futcheson Repnresenting the Apnlicants Matehesnn

Elner ¥, Forslund ~ Apnlicant Gruwell's Attorney
£+ Do Goodwin ) {Reurescnting the J, 7. faodwin
fuy L. Soodwin) {Company, Protestent

e




Le B Raad Protestant's Enginesy

Ts 5. Hodges Protestant's Ranch “anager
Joe# Schumid Protestastts Lescee
Le G Jopson Supervising Hyiraulice Engineer,

Uivision of waler Resources,
Departuent of Public ¥orks,
Representing the 3tate Englneer,
Supplewenting the shove 1lsted investigations, enginesrs of
the Division visited the territory 7o July 20 and Kovesber 15, 1949, and
on July 26, July 27, migust 14, Aurust 27, September 12 and September 28,
1951, During said visits additional information was secured and varioug
individuals interviewsd,
000
EINTON
Gengrel Description of the Projects
fgplication 11642 contemplates an appropriation of 2.0 cubic
feat nor second from Iittle John <reek for the irrigetion of 140 acres
of »lfaifn. Mversion fs to be effected by means of & £ inch punn,
1ocated wvithin the NANMME of Sectlon 25, TIN PBY, “IB&%. The water 1s
ta be delivered by means of 5000 lineal feet of earth dltch and 2000
Hnesl feet of 16 inch concrete pipe. The place of use lies within
Sectlom 27 and 26 of the township naumed. Use is to extend from about
April 1 to about October 3i. The spplicants clalm also a riparisn right,
Application 11760 contemplates an appropristion of 1.0 cudle
foot per second, year-round, from Little John Cresk at a point within
the Sulliv: of Sectlon 20, TIN ROE, MIBAM. It is proposed to divert by

means of & 4.5 second-foot pumping plant and to deliver by meane of a
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12 inch pipe line, 1000 feet long., 2ighty acres of clover are 1o be
irrigated and 500 head of cattle walersd, the pisce of use belng located
within Sections 19 and 20 of the township mentisned. Irrigetion is to
gxtend frow sboul April 1 to about Novewber 1., The applicants claim alaseo
a rivarian right,

Application 12987 is for an appropriation of Z.25 cubic feet
por second from Iittlejohne Creek from April 1 to September 0 of esch
senann, for irrigati~n. The water is to be dlverted at s noint within
the I3 of Section 29, TIN 3BE, MDB&M, by meene nf o 2000 grllonsepop-
minﬁta mmning nlant apd delivered throug: an 18 inch concrete nine line,
1600 feet long. The place of use, 1RO acres in extent and planted to
general crops, llss within the same Section 25, The anplicant claims no
other water right or smurce of water supply.

Avplicatisn 12965 {s for an appropriation of 0.25 cubic foot

peyr second from April 1 to November 1, the water io be pumped from
ILittlejohns Creek at a point within the S54:SE; of Section 213, TIN RSE,
MDB&M, and dellvered through 17380 lineal feet of open ditch to e Ed

ascre pastore within Sections 23 mnd 26 of the same township., The applicant
c¢laimg no other water right or source of water supply.

Application 13170 contewplates an appropriation of 0.5 cubic

foot per secmd from Littlejohn Creek, from Harch 1 to Decesder 1, for
irrigating, the point of diversion to be within the SRSY¥E of Section 3,
T14 RBE and the pl-ee of use 40 acres of genersl crave lylng pertly within
Section 23 and nartly within Seetion 26 of the game township., The project
includes = 400 gallons~per-zinute vumning plant and 1750 lines) feet of

npen diteh.  The applicantz also claim a rivarisn right,.

=
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The J. F. Goodwin Compeny proteets Apnlicatioms 11642,

11760, 12057, 12065 and 17170, It claizs & right under Apnlications

10864 and 1176L to the use of water from the source filed upon by the
aprligenta, With veference to jopllcations 11642 snd 11740 it asserts

that the diversions proposed thereunder are upstpesm from its own voints

of diversion, that the summer flow of Little John freek is nractieally

211 return flow from nermanent vesture irrigation, that severzl large
irrigators are installing or have installed pugps to recover thelr veste
water, resulting in the reduction of supvly, that there is no indication
that there is sufficient water t» sunply all of the applications made in
the past, that for 3 consecutive years the sunply has been insuf®cient to
-per®l continuous pumping under Application 10864 and that in one stmmer it
was neceasary to waste frox a well 2 miles upstream in order to reinforce
Little John Creek. 1t agrees that its protests sgainst Applicatioms 11642
and 11760 may be disregarded and dismissed 1f it can be proved thst the flow
of the source during dry years will supply all »rior applicants with ‘he
amounts to which thsy are entitled. ¥ith reference to Applications 12957,
12965 and 13170 the protestant arguss that the approval of those
applications wyould tnly cause additions) confusion and create false hopes,
It asserts that during ccrtain sumaer months the supply Lz lmsufficlent
to meet in full the requirementa under Application 10865, under which

shout 130 acres (in 1949) are being irrigated (by the protestant) from 3




sources, nasely, from 2 wells supplied by Zittiejohn Creel, and from
wvells several milez unstresa, the water from which is intentionally
spilled into JAttlelohn Oresk and lster recovered. It asserts further
that (as of 1540) no use of water hee bheen anda under Apnlication 11%a
g, much of the time, as flow veachoes the point of dlversinon desiznated
in that epplicstion. It 1s stlent as %o terms under which its protests
seainet Appileation 17087, 10665 and 13170 way be disregerded and disatssed,
neve

ihe Apclicants Drale sosver the nroteat ogsinst Application
11740 by siating that there is eufficlent flow of water in the source in
qaestisn vhen used corefully and without woste, by the nrotestant and
prior applicaents, to sapply watsr to nartles 3o entitled, They argue that
if the present sumply appears insufficient dartng certaln 2mths under
present conditione, 1t may be that the supnly will incresse in future;
they nsk therefsre that their annlication de not diemissed in order that
they 2ay =aintaln priority over apniications filed later. They request
further that if the supply 1s deensed insufficient during certaln azonths
they he nllioved to appropriate during wsonths in which the supoly is
considerad ample,

Joplicant grawell answers the protesi against Apnlication 12957
by stating that the surnly passing his proposed voint of diversion s
aapla o supply the recuirements of all presont users fros the source,.

Applicent Hatt and the Applicarnts Hutcheson ansver the protests
agatnet Applicationg 17065 and 17170 respectively by denying that the
appronriatiome which they proanoss will injure the protestant, denyine that

there ie no wore than enueh watar in the rource to satisfy the rrotegta-tis




. perzits end denving that approval of the apnlicatiang would only cause
sdditional confusion »nd create fslse hones, On the othes hend thess
applleante allege that no use of water has daen meda under Applicatian
1134% »nd that the Tight to apnroprinte thereunder hae theref re been
1x t. They allcge that they {the snplicants) heve pamped out of the
source Mled upen to the extent of thelr neods and to the extent spocifled
in thelr applications, for the £ years 1nst pmet withmat complaint op
objection having heen raised to 2uch uge. These apnlicants furthermors
agzert rivarien rights to purs from Iittledohn Mreek,

Tleld Investicontions

Tha parties having stipuinted fo an infarmal hezring as provided
far in Fection 733(d} of the California sdinistrative Cods, a field
investigation wae ernducted mt the site of the developments vronosed under

. _ fpplicntions 11622 and 11760 on July 23, 1948, by en engineer of the
- ﬁ'@iﬁian. and 2 like investigntion was cnnducted in connectiosn with
Arpilestiong 12957, 17945 mnd 17170 on June 173, 1050, At t° sse 1Mﬁﬁtigatif3m
the amliemugthemin concerned es well as the proteatant were present )
or renrcrented,

Supplementary feld investigations in conncetion with Applicatiomg
116&? and 11760 were msde on July 20 and on ¥ovember 15, 1949 and a
supplementary field dnv~tigation bearing upnn all ammlicetione to divert
fram I1tile i Creek vas made on July 76 and 27, 1951, The flow of
Littlejrhn Creal was watched durlne the lste summer af 1951, flald visits

for that turnogs helng weds on wmst 1k, Kusust 27, Sentemder 12, and

Septomber 28,




gzscussigg

fLittle John Creelc®, "Little Johns Creek®, ¥Littlejohn
Creek!, and MLittlejohns Creek¥, as the source filed upon is varlously
galled in the applicatinns and related papers, are one and the szane
streanm that is designated on the USGS gquadrangles as Wlittle Johns
Cresk®, It i3 located between the (alaveras and Stanislaus Riwers,
flows westerly end is tributary to San Joaquin Mver, vis French Camp
a1 ngho

Among references bearing upon the streas in question ie a
report by the Sacramento District, Corps of Enginsers, U. 5. Army,
entitled “Nffice Heport on Review of Flans for Control of Floods in the
Littlejohn Creek Croup Area®, dated Novesber 2§, 1946. According to
that report Littlejohn {(or 1ittle Johns) Creek drains 222 sguare mlles
of Sierra Yevada foothill watershed, According to the report dameging
flonds sometimes occur ms & result of heavy rainfall within thet watershed.
Ags to irrigation vractice and needs however the report states:

“inder prezent conditions there 1s no reliiable

atresan flow during the irrigstion seasnn and

econseguently the mnjor source of irrigation

supply 1¢ ground water, Howvever 1n recent

years the level of the ground water (below

the tight surface soils) has lowered %o an

extent which precludes further large scale

irrigation develonment unless o new water

summly is developed.®
The army enginesrs also have seasured and recorded the flow of Littlejohn
Creel at a location avprovimmtely 1.5 miles east of Tarzington. Their
record, which dates from June 11, 1948, indicates recent monthly mesn

discharges in cubic fest per secnnd to have been as follows!



- A 5
February 2
Mapeh * 108 & 166
Appil * 5 18 18
May * 9 5 9
June 9 9 5 3
July 10 7 L 3
Agaet 10 8 L 3
Sevtesher 11 g 3 2
Ocinber 6 1 k.1 3
Yavenhey 1.2 L3 249 2
Deganber . 1 59 998
o record

Beyond the éeasuremants mentinned in the »receding peragravh
no satisfactory continuous record of the flow of Littlejohn Creek
appaars to exist. Scattering measurewsnts and esti:antes have howaver
been umade, chiefly in connectinn with the mpplicatins now at {ssue,

According to the report of the investigatinn of July 23, 1648,
the flow of Littlejohn Creek at Tugene was estizated to he 10.0 cubic
fect per second, Fugene is some 8 mlles sbove Paramington but below the
point 2t which drainapge fron the taidsle Irrigation District enters
Littlelohn Creek. n the same date the flow of Littlejohn Creek at
Van Allen Bridge (on vest Youndary of the zipplicants Drails! proposed
place of use) was estimatad to he 8 cudle feet pey second. The sane
report states that the flow in the stream during wost of the {rrieation
seagon ig largsly composed of runoff from irrignted aress and waste from
the Jekdale Irrigation District and is therefore erratic. A continuation
of the sane investigation disclosed a flow of 5,6 cublc feet per second
on June 20, 1582, st Yan Allen Bridee and np the sane date a flow of

approximately 5 cuble feet per second at the proposed Paraington Resepvoly



dan {some 3 miles above Farcington), On Hovember 15, 1940 it deweloped
that n weir had been instolled on Little)~hn Creek atl Hariposs Rond
{upstranm from the nrotestont's diversions, and dovnstresa from all of
the anplicsnts?! vroposed diversions), thnt through 2 slsundersianding
anly dates of zero flow had been recnrded during 19249 (these dntes belng
Jaiy 25, 27, 2R and 91, Serteer 15, 28 and ¢ and Dctober & nnd 25,
but thet setual flow records would be ¥ept during 1950 and furnished,

On July 20 and 21, 1990 2n engineer of the ﬂivisinn visited the welr
Just referred t» and notad that sdrut 0.5 cuble fool per sec nd was
leaving magt the wely, By letter dated Nc¢inber 70, 1950 Hr, L. B. Rasb,
ensinecr for the protestant, transmitied s record of welr ssasurenments
during 1950, The record 1s dlscontinume, discherges delng shown for
tut 5 days in April, 6 daye in May, & days in June, 7 drys in July,

17 daye in Awoust, 10 deys in Sentember and € dave ip Dctoher, The
recort susests that on sversge the flow of Littlejohn Ureek may hove
hean of the order of 7 cubic fest per gecnnd up untll June 15, dut seldon
in excesg of 1 cuhie fant wér secnnd theresfter, Becsuse of the
&iﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁiﬂﬁi%g af the reaord and the facl that the welr was ohserved to
leak, thezs fimurez mast be ressrded as very rough.

The J, ¥, Goodwin Company se allesed in 18 proteste holds
inolientions 10864 and 117364,  Asmlication 10PAN was approved and vae
subsequently licersed 1n the =umant of 3 ouble fret per second to be
diverted year.round, The diversion coversd by Aprlication Y0846 hends
gome 3 miles downeiream from the welr =entioned 1o the oreceding parasra-h,
In the penart of lnsvection for license on July 71, 1948 the insrecting

enzingey ceblonted the flow of the zource to be 5,0 cuble fert ver sscond,



scenrding to the record the protectantte experience with tpnlication
11364, Perait 6550, slso for 3 cublc feet ner second, to be dlverted
year-rmund, has been less satisfectory, In 1ts nrogress report for

1950 4t states 1n answer to the guestlon as to construction work done,
"inne « nnl encugh water available”, In harmmmy =ith itz apparent
uelief thet the flow resching the rrojectad intske under Application 1136k
15 insufficient the J. ¥, Condwin Company under dete of November 15, 1950
has vetitinned to change the paint of dlversion unier that application
ta 2 polnt within the 759wl of Tectler 20, TIE ROE, WE&H, - & point
some ¥ milse upsiresm frou 1ts vresent location = stating o2 2 Teason
for the provosed chasge, "Toe meny unauthorized diversionz detween

the old end the new volnts of diversion®,

. geenrding to the report of the investigation of June lj?.,_i‘}SO
1t was estineted that on that date the flow of Littlejohn (reek above

the arplicsnts’ vroposed points of dlversion was S cuble feet per sscond
and that aruroximately %.5 cuble feet per secomd was reaching and being
diverted by the nrotestant under Application 10864, According to the
same report the applicants were af the oplnion that the flow of Littlejohn
creekx on June 13 represented adout the seasonsl ninlmur and that
incressing development upstream will meke mave water avallable, It
develoved fron the investigntion that Applicents Motl, Hutcheson, Provert
and Drels have been using some weter frow Littlejohn Creelr for several

years evan though no permits have been lssued to say of them and that

in some cases varties may be diverting without having filed an spplication.




The flow 2f Listleichsn Sreek necessary %o satisfy the protestant
and the 5 analicants (Prodert, Drals, 2rall, ¥ott and Hutcheson) is 12
gubic Tert per sseond ss may he nxted froz the frllowing table in which
for eomventonce of roference cortsin date ralating to the =pollcationg

haye heen re-stated.

irep

fzount pistancss

spplicstion  Owner ; Renarics
10864 Goodwin Co. 1.0 0.0 Protestant
11365 Gondwin Co, 0 3.0 Protestant
11642 Probert 2,0 7.0 spmlicent
11760 Drais 1.0 a,5 Applicant
12957 Gruwell 2e28 7e5 Avpliesnt
12065 Hott (.28 £.6 Applicant
13170 Hateheson 0.5 £.5 ioviicent

#Sealed upstrean from intske of lowermost »narty

The 1949 and 19%0 welr measurements (previously mentlonead)
glve weight to the protestant's comtentinn that the flaw of the stream
{2 Lnsufficient st timee 1 not prevelently, in swmer time, to swpply
arprovriations under approved &pﬁ;icatianm 10864 and 11364 and that the
pending apnllentione under consideration should therefore be disaprroved.
The recort of discharges 1,5 miles sast of Farmington {set forth in
an eariler paragranh) indicates that supnly is ordinarily plentiful
from Januery through fpril of most year: outl not thereafter. However
other circumstances warrant consideration before a decision may be

arvived at, These circurstances are that, nllegedly, some of the



spplicants are mlvesdy Clwertling the gavante thet they orly now

epply £av; thet, allegedly, unmathorized dlverzions are Batng neda

sy mariles other than the arplicrats; and that allegedly, fhe irend is

'Y

tyrerd move extensive Lrrigatls upsirens, which,lt ix argod, will
incrense the nmount of return flov cerried in littlej-hn Creek snd
annble dlverelons therefrom to be incressed, o recure bore definite
tnforaation in yezard to the circumst-nces Jusc wiated, »e vell ar
v socuwmalate more dat; as to the flow of Iittlejsha Creek, the
saprlexentsl Lnvestisetions of 1951 were underteken.
tivited informiion as to the cliroumsbuices Just mentiozed,

apmrt from the suprlementary lnvestlgations, 1s as follove!

a, ime iavestigation report of July 23, 1948 in comnection
with spnitostiome V1642 mud 11760 conteins the following ¢laterments

dspulicouts e contend that a further increase in
£1aw in fature years will resulil from increesing
irrigetion agtivities withia the orea through the
drilling of new wells nnd the nopthward exnansion
af Meldale Irrigation District watsr deliveries.
It is also expected by them that, Lf and vhen the
3. 8. Army Fnginesrs copsiract a dma at the
Yermlogton feservolr site, séditiosel walsr will
e availsble.®

The sane Tovord also states:

e situation of the cresk is further complicated
by the fmet that soue land owners olong the creek
nave inwtalied -umps snd heve been taklne water from
the eresk without, apparently, any coler of rlihi.
This was the cause of considersble discuseion st
the investigation and there was some thought niven
to commencisg court astion sgainst such dlverters®s

B. The inventigation peport of June 13, 1950 in connection
with Anplicatione 12097, 12965 and 1717C contalus statoments as
followss

1t appesrs that ipplicanis Mott and Butcheson have
heen using some water from littlejohns Creek for

seversl years and that spplicants under dpplications
11642 apd 11760 probably have been dolng likewise




mere ney be ather narties diverting whe have not
PLied an ampiication.¥

X x x X x x

"*he applicants and probably others alony the sirsan
heve heen ueing a nortion of this water for several
years vrior to the filiing of the appiications now
wdar nrotest.?

x X ¥ 4 x

81t is poseidble that =t times thers i upeppropriated

water in Litilejchns Ureek ofter Jume 1, and increasing

{rrigation setivitics within the vatershed will tend

to provide move unsnpropristed waler » = e« -, o

c. secoming to office memorandum deted sarch 20, 1951,
Applicent (lyde Probert stated on sarch 5, 1951 that an additional 310G
acres was belpg vlaced under irrization from wells just ahove Faramlngton
and that the Oakdsle Irrigation Pistrict was now serving additional
lands within the Littlej-hin Creek watersbed. This he anticipated wonld
further lncresse the flew during 1051 and, he felt, supplied sufficient
fustification for apnroval of his grmlication and elso Applicatinn 11760,
d. Ty letter deted Mey 7, 1940 sprlicant Clyde Probert stated,

in vert, in regerd ta so called ' wtisgzerst:

Ve e = = Lhers ore e helwéen ne ﬁﬂd ‘bheﬁ“

By letter dated Septesher 12, 1948 the same applicant stated:

“ere are three ranches bootlegglng water from -

tAttlefohn Creek above me and an equal number

helow, 1t seems to me the protestant should

stop them 1f he contends theve len't sufficlent

water, My attorney ssys I haven't apy right te

en to Suzerior Crurt spd ask for an injunction

vhen [ haven!t been granted m permit, There

has been a zood Plow going by all suanmer and

the J. ¥, Coodwin Compeny hasn't sede any attempt

tn use it = = = «, 1 am wondering how long they

hnve to either uss it or let someé one else have
a charce to exiet,t




e, In thelr answeps t5 nrolests agalwnst their aprlications
hpplicente Jintt apd Jutcheson allege that they have pusped frouw itlle
John Creck to the sxtent of thelr scede and to the exient specified
in thelr applications for s psried of five years last poste

f, By letier received Mapch 21, 1951 {filed with pplication
11365} tpplicant Clyde Probert siates: |

¥l would say thers i3 frnozm 12 Lo 20 feet goling
by my ploce in aumer - = = which the bontleggers
et sand 1y land goes dry. There 1s going to De
more water in Little John this year than ever
hefors on acemnt of wrre land in alfslfz and
elover.

2. By vetition dated Joveuder 173, 1950 the J. F. Goodwin
Comeany, protestant sgainst Avnlication 11642 and releted applications,
seeks pervigsion {(as mentioned in an earlier parsgraph) to change the
point of diversion described in Applieation 11364 1o a polnt within
Section 20, TLi ROE, HIRAM,, alleging as & reason i'or the proposed
change that there are “too many uneuthorized diversione betveen the
old and the now woints of diversiont,

Suring the suppleaental investigatlon of July 24 and 27, 1951
consideration was given io ipplication 117366 rermit 6551 and to
spplication 173401, as well as to the applications considered ln the
earlier investigations. Applicetion 11366 verait €551, in the mage of
J. ceorge Senguineitd, authorlzes the diversion of 0.5 cudic foot per
second fron Little John Creek at = point soze 2.5 miles above Farwington
{that point be.ng sbove the 1IHI0 gage), froa ¥arch 1 to Xovember 1, for
the irrigation of 27 acres of generel crovs, spplication 13UCL, by
J. J. 3inet, seska to divert % cubic feet per secon? from ipril 1 to
Sentether 30, from Little John Creek, at a point about 3/4 mile upstream

froa the proteetant J, F. Coodwin Company's uover intake (4sclicatinn




11964 veralt 6550) ior the irrization of 250 zcres nf slfelfe snd
clover,  Helther fpoilestion 1194 per polication 19401 was pratested,
Paring the investigation sprliceai Clyce Probert wes interviewsd,
Sewernl prgeacnlicast land owners ilong the creek were alss intervicwed,

accordiug to the report of the investigation just mentioned
ou2rvatl me of strear fiow durlns thet investigation were:

Location flow {cfs)

Five 2iles above Faraington he(
At USED page 2,50
Ak Somty rosd soutkh of Faraington FRe
At Yen Allan road {2 mlles west of

Faroad ggion) 1.0
At Satth pump (4.5 miles west of

Fapruington) 1.1G
At Maripossa road (6.5 miles west of

aruington) Geb
AL Rondwin ranch (9 smiles west of

Tarpington) 0.7

In regsrd to the measuremenis the repnrt siates:

The decrease 1n flow from the uppermsst point
down Lo the Ven Allsn rosd cun only be accouated
{for as chennel loss on the detrituz cone of the
eroek ms no use vas observed in this mection ~ =t

In regard o use the report siates further:

"Littiejohn Creek flows through cultivated

lznds throughout the section covered = = w,
Partions of thess lsnds are nlanted to none
ivrizeted crope but wuch of the area is irrigated
elther from the creek or frow deep wells, imring
= oo 1651 = - - & ngers were trrigating from
the creak on lande as followe:

Liner Application dn. icreage Irriscied
Jo G. Tmnguinettl 11366 10
Earl dntt 17965 10
H. snd H, Hott Kone 10
e Be and . . Hutcheson 173170 ' 7.5
Ge A. and B. H, Smith dnne 40
J. F. Sreeves ¥rne 20

15




Tn weorg orisgr 4n the 951 season several obhar
parties have irrigntea zome land froa the ereek

Wt thrae {[netell-tiome Save 51% bewn disasantied
except the J, T, Goodwin pump = = = -,

*The elze and estizatled cepacities of the various
ereek cymee st i lege sre sy follousd

Torge Mo and Tyoe Approvigste
Capacity (cofs)

Jo Go Sanginetti 1.7%
Yarl #att 2l Lae = Centrifand 0.33
Hy By, opd v, ¥,

Hntrhewnn 2 in. -~ Centrifasal 50
e &, Bnd B, A,

Smith 6 in, = Centrifugsl 2,00
Je ¥. Oreavass 5 in, - Centrifugel 1.40
Jo Fo foodwin Mo, Atch roamn 4,50

“¥ater 18 used by the various diverters for the irrlgation
of orchard, alfslifa, clover, rice and gorden crops with
the dally diversion, eyciusive of the J. F. Soodwin Co.
pamy, prabably averaging sbout 1.50 cublc feel per second.
water from the Joadwin oumy i used for rice irrigstion
and operation ig nragtically continuous whenaver it {s

in usa. (%et used in 10%1),.4

The same revort aleo containg the fllaving clgndficant nresages:

H1t has hean clzimed by the rrmlicanls « ~ = that use
- = = by pereors hoving no valid right therets has
been the ceuee of o deficicncy in supply for the J. 7.
Onodwin Omy w w w,  The instent investleatlion indiestesx
thnt such i not the case w w w o,

“Anather clelnm of the wnplicintes §s that incressed
use alang the ereek Hoth rhove and below FTarmington
wlll =244 ta the woter sumly {0 the oreck hecause
0f the drainsre enlloctings thepein.,  Intersitiecnt
estimntes »f flmw ovrr the nast thres yesrs together
with the petimatas coptalined herein ludleate that
the incresse hns not nocurred o d2te and in fact
all evicfesce polnte to & dscrense in flow probhadly
e tn the {erizatars sbove iusteliine pusmps to
recaniure thelr ocwn drainnge,”

turing the investipatlon, flovw conditione at the TiSED
station ware ~hgerved and it was Tound that the c¢oatrol
wag overgrown with tules mnd other aguailc grovih which
changes fron week to week, These records, therefore,
cannol be depended upon as z measure of the lov season
water sumply.®




The sunplemental inveatigniione of jwuss L&, fusast 27,
Sentenber 17 and Septesgbey 28, 1051 vieloed nesgurssents of flow inp

Littiejohn Creer, ip cublc feet cer secqnd, ns follows:

Flrce A cust 1 fagmust 270 Boctoaber 320 Zeolaubep gg

At Sonara hoad, 5 cdies
ahave Farainglon

Abowe jusciion of Hoow and
TAittiefshn Cresks, 2 2ilus
phove Faraington

TN station, 1.5 milsze aspt

of Faral ngi‘.’m 30 1 5 tm ? ::]’. ¥
At Sounty Load south of

Farmington Gab D5 0.0
4t Mobley (Stsanley) Road,

1.5 miles wast of Faraington 3.2 2445 2.0
At Ven Allen %oad, 3 uwlles

vest of Varnington 043 1,67 T.14
At Smith Pusp, 4.5 alles

wvest of Farsinglon a2 0.0
At Marlposa Haad, 5.5 wlles

- west of Farnington G0 (€9 1 Cel

The following statesents apvear in the report covering the
1mst nentioned invesiigetione:

furing the crurse of the invesiigatiions nede m
Byzast 14, Suenet 27 and Sevtesber 17 the only
enrprant diversion from Iittisjiohn Creek thrsughout
the ares investigated w23 by the Harl Hnill puap
vhieh osn the first snd sec-nd vielt wes vaoming
an sstianted 0,773 cubic fool pey second for the
irrigntinn of ammroviuetsly 20 acres of pasture,
d#npy seetinps of the chenuel were checked in

an atiewmt o ascerisin to whal sxtent dralaoge
water from ionds adjreent 10 the cresk was
contribating &n the flsw, [t wae found thet
asgereliion to the flow in the Farainglon ares
from this source was very silght and had ns
aporecizble offect n the {lov of the sireas,
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#om the last visit the writer had the opportunity

to interviev J. Ceorge Sanguinettl = - «» who wag

found to be pumping an estimated 3 cudic feet per
sscond from the creek at a polnt located approximately
one guarter mile upstrean from the USED geglng statlon
- - =, Nr. Sansuinettl was irrigating a 58 acre

traect of newly developed land which he had just placed
ander irrigation for the first time, It was apparent
that this divereion cansed the low flov conditions found
further downstresm on thiz date, The Ssnguinetil
developnent also includes another newly developed 15
acre tract just above the junction of Hock and
Littlejohn creeks and an older developuent of pasture
on the opposite side of the creek from his 58 acre
tyect., His irrisation is effected dy seans of three
pumping ingtellatione located on the creek and

having rated canacites of 1500, 700 and 1000 gallons
per winnte, The 1500 gallon per minute pump was

in operation at the time of the visit, ¥

Applicatime 10B4L and 11364 (by the protestant Goodwin Compeny),
for 9 cublc feet ver second each,sre both senior to 21l of the 5
anplicati-ne eurrently awaiting decision. Obvisusly the flrst 6 cuble
feet per second flowing in Littlejohn Creek are required for the
IFEQtiafactian of those twn applicatione and only such flow ss may occur
in excess of 6 cublc feet per second may he considered to be now
subject Lo aﬁprnpriaﬁian.

The applicetions currently awaiting declision are as follows:

Apniication Applicent Amount {cfu) Sgasons
11642 Provert 2 /1 - 10/31
11760 Drais 1 /1 = 11/%
12957 Gruvell 2.2% LAY - %/30
12045 Hott 0.25 L/l - 11/1
19170 Hutcheson 0.5 31 - 121

1f chennel losses Detween the USED gage and the protestant
flandwin Company's lower intake be i;nored the USYD record indicaten
that excesses, in cublc fest ver second, beyond the & cubic feel per
second coversd by the protestant's prior rights, wmild have heen as

fallows:
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#io record

1f chanrel losses in Llttlejohn Creek are negligidle the
apparent excesses just tabulated would have satisfied the & applicants
to the following extent:

Probept and Dreig: in 2 sprils out of 3, 2 Mays out of 3, 2

Junes out of &4, 1 July out of 4, 1 Augnet out of 4, 1 Septecder out of
iy, na dctober cut of 4; s total of © months out of 26,

Gruwell: in 2 Aprile out of 3 and 1 September out of &; &
total of 3 anths out of 22,

Hott: in 2 #tprils out of 3; 2 total of 2 months out of 26,

Hutcheson: in 3 Harches out of 3, 2 aprils out of 3 and 1
Novesher out of 3; s total of £ months ont of 38,

Channel losses in Littlej-hn Creek however are not nsgligible.
Channel losses betwsen the USED gage and the county road leading south
from Faralngton, aceording to the reports of investlgation, vere measured

{during 1951) as follows:

-

Zate | ? o n Flnwnag point Channel ?ﬁigzzfggg
‘?"“%%%E o  (cFeT

July 26

and 27 2.50 1.0 1.50 605
August 27 3.? 0.5 302 %
septeuber

iz 3.0 0.0 3.0 100%
Septenber

2B 0.1 GeO 0.1 1008

)G




On famst 14, mngust 27 and Septouber 12, 1951 fchamnel lose® includes

opg dlversion (by Matt) of 0.33 cudlc font ver second, Evidently
channel loases in Littlejrhn Creek are ton iarge, relatively, at

low stages, to be ignored. It 1s to be remembered that the channel
losses herein considered have sccurred in a reach of approxiaately 1.5
mles. Channel loss data for the reach extending from the USED grge
to Mariposa Road (the approximate location of the protestant's upper

diversion), a distance by creek of roughly 8 miles, sre as follows:

Flow at shannel Parcentzge
Date Tariposa Lose Toss
Hoad (cfs) (c¥s)
July 26
Aagast 14 .15 0.0 3.15 1004
Sentember 12 1.0 Cel 2.9 97%
Septerhar 28 0.1 0.0 0.1 100%

As bef-re, no surface diversion was deing mede except the Nott diversion
of 0,33 cublc foot ner second, Evidently, during low stagen all or
nearly all of the flow pessing the USED gsge wp o about 3.7 cuble feet
per second, at least, is dissivated by natural causes, before reaching
Hariposa Rond. 1% appears also that amoat of the flow passing the USFD
gage up to about 3,7 cublc feet per sscond, is lost hetween that gu08
and s polnt south of Faraington,

Channel losses occurring at stages (at the USED gage) of over
5.? cubic feet per second cannot de calculeted from the data at hand,
It may be presumed however that such losses will be «t least 3.6 cudble
feet per second in the USED gage = Mariposa Hond reach, since that is
vhat they are reported to have been on ‘ugust 27, 1951, when flow at
the USED gage according to the sems report was 3.7 cublc feet per second,
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it follows then that for & cuble feei per second to reach even the
yprotestantts apper intske the flow at the USID gage must de of the
order of 4 plus 3.6 or 9.6 cublc feet per second. Average flows of
9.6 cusic feet per second op wore st the USED geage occurrad in July
and in seast of 1948 but, fros jmy to October , Both inclusive, in
no other wonth of any yesr of rec-rd, Except daring those 2 isnlnted
months, wsppropriated water In Littlejohn Creek sbove Meriposa Road
appears Lo have been non-existent from sbout day 1 to aboul Oclober 31
af the ceriod of record, the latter exfending from early June, 1948,
through 1951,
Summary and Conclusion

peailable styeas flow dest= include a recnrd of dally discharges
anintained ny the Arsy Fnglneere since June, 1948, supplemented and
extended by wensurenents My enginesrs of the Division of Yater Resources,
nrincipelly durine 1951, The trend of the sumwer flow of Littlejshn
nreek 18 downwerd and no likelihand of a reversal of that trend lg appsrent.
' The dsts indicnte that unspproprieted vater im Littlejohn Creek occurs
uaueily during Jemary, Vebrusry, sarch, fpril and Decesbar dut that
. during the mantha of ¥Ry 1o Novemher, bhath inclusive, vhen water ls
-mést needed for irfigati@n, the ocgurrence nf unsporoprinted water is
ton infrequent to wvarrant the mpproval of any of the rending apnlicat;nns
to approprinte from that strean, In view of the infreguency of
noearrence of smerprovrioted water in Littlsjohn Creek 1t {5 the opinion
af this office that fpolicetiens 116472, 11760, 12957, 12965 and 17170
should be denied,

oo
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spplications 11642, 11760, 12957, 17965 and 13070 for
persite to eppropriate water havisg yeen filed with the "dvislon
of Water sesources os above sialed, protesis having been Tlled,
neerings having been held and the Stale Taglneer nov deing fully
jnformed in the presizes!

07 16 ey WDNEED thet ipplications 11642, 11760, 12997,
12965 and 17170 be rejected and cancelied upen the records of the
Mrision of “ater Hesources.

YTEESS my “and and the senl of the Department of Public
warks of the “tate of Califorala this 1hth day of April 1952.

/8/ ie De Edmonston

T Bl Famonstnn
State Tnginesr




