


















ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION FOR PETITIONS

Attachment No.1
Project Description

Forbearance of Water

River Garden Farms (RGF) proposes to forbear diversion of a portion of the water supply under its Sacramento
River Settlement Contract. Under the proposal, RGF would forbear the diversion of up to 2,000 acre feet of
Sacramento River water that it would otherwise be entitled to under the terms of its Sacramento River
Settlement Contract with USBR; and which, in the absence of the forbearance, would be diverted during 2008
for use on lands within RGF's service area. Under the proposal, the forborne water would be deemed to be
comprised of base supply water. This forbearance would be undertaken in a manner that allows USBR to
deliver the forborne water supply to I) Semitropic Water Storage District (SWSD) via Kern County Water
Agency (KCWA), 2) Rosamond Community Services District via the Antelope Valley-East Kern Water Agency
(AVEK), and/or 3) Valley Mutnal Water Company (VMWC) via AVEK. Water made available would be
delivered to USBR at the RGF's points of diversion on the Sacramento River, with control of such water
accruing to USBR at its upstream reservoirs or exported in the Delta.

Under the proposal, USBR would operate the Central Valley Project so as to deliver water made available as a
result ofRGF's forbearance of diversions to SWSD, RCSD, and/or VMWC. Dnring balanced conditions in the
Delta (as defined in the Coordinated Operations Agreement), USBR would, to the extent possible, directly
divert the water forborne at Tracy or Banks Pumping Plants (assuming there is unused pumping capacity and all
conditions necessary for joint point of diversion are met), or would, to the extent that operational conditions
upon the Sacramento River permit, back the forborne water into USBR's upstream storage so that it can be
released and diverted in the Delta at a later time when export capacity becomes available. Dnring excess
conditions in the Delta and when the CVP reservoir release is controlled by a downstream flow objective,
USBR would, to the extent possible, store water forborne in an upstream CVP reservoir for later release and
diversion in the Delta. Such operational conditions would be identified by USBR's Central Valley Operations
Office (CVO) which would keep daily records of the volume of the forborne water as it becomes available for
export and/or storage. Forborne water made available under conditions that do not permit its diversion from the
Delta and/or storage in upstream reservoirs would be considered lost. Water backed into storage pursuant to
this proposal would be delivered to SWSD, RCSD and/or VMWC as soon as possible after its storage in an
upstream reservoir. SWSD, RCSD and/or VMWC would pay for such storage at the rate determined by USBR.
Water stored in an upstream CVP reservoir pursuant to this forbearance proposal would be the first water to
spilL The delivery of forborne water outside normal delivery schedules would require authorization from
USBR via a Warren Act contract.

If the delivery of water does not match available conveyance capacities of KCWA and/or AVEK or if it does
not match SWSD, RCSD, or VMWC demand, then it may be stored at existing facilities of the Semitropic­
Rosamond Water Bank Authority.

RGF would make up to 2,000 acre-feet of water available for sale as a result of groundwater substitntion
programs. The sources of this water would be a portion of RGF's base supply under its Settlement Contract
with USBR. Base supply available to RGF under the terms of its contract is pursuant to post-1914
appropriative claim to water by RGF for diversions from the Sacramento River. RGF would petition the State
Water Resources Control Board to temporarily change the place and purpose of use of the forborne water.
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