
 
Attachment	D	

PCWA	POU	
   



Attachment D1-PCWA Petition for Change Involving Water Transfers 
February 2014

P C W A  P l a c e o f  U s e  U n d e r  P e r m i t  1 3 8 5 6

PCWA’S Place of Use
Under Water Right Permit 13856 



bbarker
Text Box

bbarker
Text Box



bbarker
Callout
Placer County Water Agency Sacramento County Place of UseWater Right Permit 13856



French Meadows
Reservoir

Hell Hole
Reservoir

Ralston
Afterbay

American
River Pump 

Station

Folsom
Reservoir

Lower American
River

Middle Fork
American

River

Auburn

Sacramento

North Fork
American

River

South Fork
American

River

Rubicon 
River

Middle Fork
Interbay

Lake Tahoe

Folsom
Diversions

Rediversion 
for 
consumptive 
purposes currently 
occurs at two locations  
- American River Pump 
Station and Folsom Dam

PCWA’s Middle Fork Project 
seasonally stores and releases 

water to meet consumptive 
water demand and generate 

power for California’s 
electric gridPCWA’s Middle Fork 

American River Project



0 1 2

Miles

Fo
re

st
hi

ll

Fo
re

st
hi

ll

RoadRoad

Ridge 

Ridge 

Ro
ad

Ro
ad

MosquitoMosquito

ForesthillForesthill

Ralston
Ralston

Ridge
Ridge

Fo
re

st
hi

ll

Fo
re

st
hi

ll

RoadRoad

Fo
re

st
hi

ll

Fo
re

st
hi

ll

RoadRoad

Road
Road

PCWA HeadquartersPCWA Headquarters

193

89 

80

Fo
re

st
hi

ll

Road

Ridge 

Ro
ad

Mosquito

Foresthill
PCWA Headquarters

Ralston

Ridge

Road

Fo
re

st
hi

ll

Road

Fo
re

st
hi

ll

Road

FRENCH MEADOWS FRENCH MEADOWS 
POWERHOUSE POWERHOUSE 

HELL HOLE DAMHELL HOLE DAM
POWERHOUSEPOWERHOUSE

MIDDLE FORKMIDDLE FORK
POWERHOUSE

RALSTON RALSTON 
POWERHOUSE 

OXBOWOXBOW
 POWERHOUSE POWERHOUSE

FRENCH MEADOWS 
POWERHOUSE 

HELL HOLE DAM
POWERHOUSE

MIDDLE FORK
POWERHOUSE

RALSTON 
POWERHOUSE 

OXBOW
 POWERHOUSE

Dun
ca

n 
Cre

ek

Dun
ca

n 
Cre

ek

R
ub

ic
on

 
R

ub
ic

on
R

iv
er

R
iv

er

Long Canyon Creek

Rubicon RiverRiver

North Fork

Lo
ng

Can. Cr.

South Fork Rubicon River

Nor
th

  
 F

or

k 
 American    

 R
iver

Middle    Fork  

Am
er

ic
an

 

River

M
idd

le 
   

Fo
rk

  
Am

er
ica

n 
  

R
iv

er

South Fork 
Long C

an
yo

n 
Cre

ek

North

 F
or

k 
   of 

 th
e 

M
id

dl
e

Fork   Americ
an 

River

Dun
ca

n 
Cre

ek

R
ub

ic
on

 R
iv

er

South Fork Rubicon River

Long Canyon Creek

North Fork

Lo
ng

Can. Cr.

South Fork 
Long C

an
yo

n 
Cre

ek

Rubicon River

Nor
th

  
 F

or

k 
 American    

 R
iver

Middle    Fork  

Am
er

ic
an

 

River

M
idd

le 
   

Fo
rk

  
Am

er
ica

n 
  

R
iv

er

North

 F
or

k 
  of 

 th
e 

M
id

dl
e

Fork   Americ
an 

River

DUNCAN CREEK-

DUNCAN CREEK-

MIDDLE FORK TUNNEL

MIDDLE FORK TUNNEL

FRENCH M
EADOW

S-

FRENCH M
EADOW

S-

HELL HOLE TUNNEL

HELL HOLE TUNNEL

FRENCH M
EADOW

S-

FRENCH M
EADOW

S-

HELL HOLE TUNNEL

HELL HOLE TUNNEL

HELL HOLE - 

HELL HOLE - 

MIDDLE FORK TUNNEL

MIDDLE FORK TUNNEL

RALSTON TUNNEL

RALSTON TUNNEL

MIDDLE FORK -
MIDDLE FORK -

RALSTON-RALSTON-
OXBOWOXBOW
TUNNELTUNNEL

DUNCAN CREEK-

MIDDLE FORK TUNNEL

FRENCH M
EADOW

S-

HELL HOLE TUNNEL

HELL HOLE - 

MIDDLE FORK TUNNEL

RALSTON TUNNEL

MIDDLE FORK -
RALSTON-

OXBOW
TUNNEL

DUNCAN CREEKDUNCAN CREEK
DIVERSIONDIVERSION

FRENCH MEADOWSFRENCH MEADOWS
RESERVOIRRESERVOIR

HELL HOLEHELL HOLE
RESERVOIRRESERVOIR

NORTH FORK/NORTH FORK/
SOUTH FORKSOUTH FORK

LONG CANYONLONG CANYON
DIVERSIONSDIVERSIONS

MIDDLE FORKMIDDLE FORK
INTERBAYINTERBAY

RALSTONRALSTON
AFTERBAYAFTERBAY

DUNCAN CREEK
DIVERSION

FRENCH MEADOWS
RESERVOIR

HELL HOLE
RESERVOIR

NORTH FORK/
SOUTH FORK

LONG CANYON
DIVERSIONS

MIDDLE FORK
INTERBAY

RALSTON
AFTERBAY

Middle Fork Project Facts and Figures 

PROJECT SUMMARY 
Project Completed 1967 
Total Energy Production Capacity: 223.7 MW
Average Annual Energy Production: 1,039,078 MWh  
Total Gross Water Storage: 345,560 acre-feet (af) 
Earth and Rockfill Dams: 11,900,000 cubic yards 
Concrete Dams and Diversions: 94,000 cubic yards 
Tunnels and Penstocks: 23.2 miles 

RESERVOIRS AND DIVERSIONS 
Duncan Creek Diversion 
French Meadows Reservoir 
Hell Hole Reservoir 
North Fork Long Canyon Diversion 
South Fork Long Canyon Diversion 
Middle Fork Interbay 
Ralston Afterbay 

POWERHOUSES 
French Meadows Powerhouse 
Hell Hole Powerhouse 
Middle Fork Powerhouse 
Ralston Powerhouse 
Oxbow Powerhouse 

TUNNELS 
Duncan Creek-Middle Fork Tunnel 
French Meadows-Hell Hole Tunnel 
Hell Hole-Middle Fork Tunnel 
Middle Fork-Ralston Tunnel 
Ralston-Oxbow Tunnel 

Elevation 
5,265´ 
5,244.5´ 
4,630´ 
4,716´ 
4,640´ 
2,529´ 
1,179´ 

4,630´ 
4,240´ 
2,529´ 
1,175´ 
1,089´ 

- 
- 
- 
- 
- 

Storage 
Capacity 

20 af 
134,993 af 
207,590 af 

0.39 af 
0.83 af 
175 af 

2,782 af 

Production 
Capacity 
15.3 MW 
0.73 MW 

122.4 MW 
79.2 MW 

6.1 MW 

Discharge 
Capacity 

400 cfs 
400 cfs 
920 cfs 
836 cfs 

1,088 cfs 

\\Sac1\Staff\PROJECTS\PCWA Hydro\PCWA Maps and Figures\MFP_map_17i11i_NaturalColor_07_PADversion.ai   wurgler

Rev. Date: 1/27/11

Placer County Water Agency
Middle Fork American River Project

Middle Fork Project and Vicinity
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Middle Fork American River
Watershed*

*Modified from Calwater Ver. 2.2 to represent
drainage above high-water mark of Folsom Lake
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