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February 16, 2010 
 
Division of Water Rights 
State Water Resources Control Board 
Attn: Phillip Crader 
P. O. Box 2000 
Sacramento, CA 95812-2000 
 
Re: Delta Flow Criteria Informational Proceeding 
 
Dear Mr. Crader: 
 
The City of Antioch has been diverting Sacramento River water for drinking water use 
from the western Delta since the 1860s, and as such, has information and data directly 
relevant to the SWRCB’s current proceedings to establish Delta flow criteria.  The City, 
because of its position in the western Delta, is also concerned with the ecological health 
of the Delta and the long-term viability of the City’s historic freshwater fishing and 
recreational opportunities. 
 
Please find attached the City of Antioch’s exhibits and supporting documents describing 
the historical salinity conditions at Antioch.  The City of Antioch believes that it is vitally 
important to consider historical salinity and flow conditions when establishing flow 
criteria and water quality standards that will affect the future biological and ecological 
integrity of the Delta, and we believe that the SWRCB should not allow flow to be 
reduced below, or salinity to be increased above, levels currently allowed by both D-1641 
and X2 requirements.  In fact, the City asks the SWRCB to establish flow and salinity 
standards in line with the Delta’s historic fresh condition. 
 
We appreciate your consideration in this matter.  Please feel free to contact me with any 
questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Phil Harrington 
Director of Capital Improvements and Water Rights 
City of Antioch 
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Attachments:   

• City of Antioch’s Witness List 
• City of Antioch’s Exhibit Identification List 
• City of Antioch’s Response to Key Questions 
• City of Antioch’s Written Summary 
• City of Antioch’s supporting document – a powerpoint presentation on historical 

salinity conditions  
• City of Antioch’s supporting document – A report by Thomas Means (1928): 

“Salt Water Problem” 
• City of Antioch’s supporting document – Excerpts from the DWR (1931) Report: 

“Variation and Control of Salinity in Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta and Upper 
San Francisco Bay” 

• City of Antioch’s supporting document – DWR (1960) Report: “Delta Water 
Facilities” 
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