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executed. The criteria in the draft agreement were recommended 

by Fish and Game and endorsed by the Department, and were exten- 

sively analyzed by the Board staff. Based on our most current 

assessment, the fishery standards provide significantly higher 

protection than existing basin plans. The Striped Bass Index 

is a measure of young bass survival through their first summer. 

The Striped Bass Index would be 71 under without project condi- 

tions (i.e., theoretical conditions which would exist today in 

the Delta and Marsh in the absence of the CVP and SWP), 63 under 

the existing basin plans, and about 79z1 under this decision. 

While the standards in this decision approach without project 

levels of protection for striped bass, there are many other 

species, such as white catfish, shad and salmon, which would not 

be protected to this level. To provide full mitigation of project 

impacts on all fishery species now would require the virtual 

shutting down of the project export pumps. The level of pro- 

tection provided under this decision is nonetheless a reasonable 

level of protection until final determinations are made concern- 

‘ing a cross-Delta transfer facility or other means to mitigate 

project impacts. 
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31 There is some indication that factors other than those con- - 
sidered in the Board's analysis of without project levels 
may also affect striped bass survival. The effects of these 
factors are such that the without project levels would be 
greater than 71. However, the magnitude of this impact is 
unknown and cannot be quantified at this time. 
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