
Preliminary Comments of Restore Hetch Hetchy on the 
Lower San Joaquin River Substitute Environmental 

Document (SED): 
March 20, 2013 



Environmental needs on the upper Tuolumne River. 



San Francisco gets very little water in dry years 



San Francisco accounts for only about 1/5 of Tuolumne diversions 



State Board flow objectives rarely overlap San Francisco’s 
water rights threshold 



State Board flow objectives rarely overlap San Francisco’s 
water rights threshold 



SWRCB objective overlap with SF water rights is imperceptible in 
dry and critical years, under 5% in above normal and below 
normal years 



Restore Hetch Hetchy recommendations to State Board 
 

 

1. Consider water needs upstream in Yosemite National Park.  

2. Flow objectives for lower Tuolumne River should be met in 
their entirety or very nearly so by senior water rights holders. 

3. Anticipate a future proceeding to determine future of Hetch 
Hetchy Valley in Yosemite National Park. 
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