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Wastewnater Treatment

Public Comment
Bay-Delta Fact Finding Issues
Deadline: 8/29/08 by 5:00 p.m.

September 29, 2008

S - INEGEIVE @
| | |
Ms. Jeanine Townsend ‘ - SEP 29 2008

Clerk to the Board '

1001 I Street, 24" Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Sent via e-mail to: commentletters@waterboards,ca.gov

Subject: Bay-Delta Fact Finding Issues i
(Request for Written Input on Factual Issues regarding the Bay-
Delta) ,

Ms. Townsend:

This letter is written to provide recommendations developed by Sacramento

Regional County Sanitation District (District) regarding factual issues that the
SWRCB should consider during upcoming evidentiary hearings. The
information provided has been developed in response to the request for written
input dated August 29, 2008.

The District owns and operates the Sacramento Regional Wastewater
Treatment Plant, which provides treatment for municipal wastewater produced
in the cities of Sacramento, West Sacramento, Folsom, Elk Grove, Rancho
Cordova, Citrus Heights, and surrounding communities in the metropolitan
area. The District has participated in the series of hearings held by the
SWRCB in the development of the July 2008 Bay-Delta Strategic Plan work
plan. The District appreciates the opportunity to provide factual, science-based
information into the process to enable the development of sound policy
determinations for the management of the Bay-Delta system.

Information provided herein is divided into three sections: (1) New topical
categories that the SWRCB should consider in its evidentiary hearing process,
(2) the order that the SWRCB should consider the topical categories and (3)
factual information regarding studies (completed or underway) that the
SWRCB should review and consider in its strategic planning effort for the
Bay-Delta.

New Topics that the SWRCB shouid consider in evidentiary hearings
The August 79 notice lists six topical areas for the evidentiary hearings.

e Sources of salt to the Bay-Delta estuary
¢ Biological impacts of constant or variable salinity on fisheries

S$acramento Regional County Sanitation Districk
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* Biological benefits (if any) of fish screens in the legally defined Delta
TTET @ Biologieal 1mpaCts‘of ammonia discharges
. ‘Bislogical-ifpdcts of toxic substances (other than ammonia)
* Biological impatis of net outflow objectives

S

5 -

" The District requests tl;at'ﬂzle following three topical areas be added to the evidentiary hearing process
by the SWREB- -~~~ o a

L AT e T T i e £ % i

o Export pump fish écreen_entmirzment and impacts

The entrainment of fish on existing fish screens serving the export pumps in the South Delta
is a recognized stressor that is likely impacting the health of Delta fish populations. It is important
that the SWRCB develop and document the facts surrounding this factor, including the significance
of fish losses at these screens on specific fish populations.

» Invasive species impacts

Invasive species have caused significant, well documented disruption of the aquatic food web -
in the Bay-Delta system over the past 20 years. It is important that the SWRCB develop and
document the facts surrounding this factor to better understand the significance of this stressor and its
role in the Pelagic Organism Decline. This understanding may lead to extraordinary efforts by the
SWRCB to address the adverse effects of invasive species on the Bay-Delta.

¢ Impact of mutrients in the Delta
* Nutrients are an essential component of the Bay-Delta ecosystem, vital to the product’iﬁty of

the system. Information presented to date would encourage the SWRCB to limit nutrient sources to
the Delta to address water supply taste and odor coneerns and nuisance growths of plants and algae
through nutrient source control. Information is available to indjcate that control of nutrient
concentrations in the Delta would not be an effective approach to dealing with either of these
concerns. In fact, nutrient control in the Delta could have an overriding adverse impact on the
system. The need exists to examine the nutrient question holisticaily to understand the complexities
of the nutrient management question prior to setting policies or taking action that could produce -
significant unintended consequences.
Recommended order that topics should be considered in the SWRCB hearing process
The following order is recommended for use by the SWRCB in its hearing process.

1. Export pump fish screen entrainment

2. Net outflows

3. Invasive species.

4. Salt loadings
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5. Salt biological impacts
6. Ammonia
7. Toxic substances (other than ammonia)
8. Fish screens in the Delta
9. Nutrients
Studies that should be reviewed and censidered by SWRCB
The August 29 notice requests that commentefs inventory and summarize the results of well-

documented data-based scientific analysis. The District has assembled information on the following
topics in response to this request. That information is contained in the attached table.

1. Export pump fish screen entrainment
2. Invasive species
3. Ammonia

4. Nutrients

The District anticipates participating in the evidentiary hearing process and is hopeful that the

'SWRCB can design a process that provides adequate opportunity for stakeholder input and yet avoids
unnecessary and time-consuming legal or quasi-legal processes. We encourage the SWRCB to
develop a streamlined process that achieves the goal of developing an essential assemblage of facts
that will guide future policy determinations by the SWRCB, Regional Water Boards and other
agencies.

Sincerely,

Wendell H. Kido
District Manager

cc: Mary Snyder — SRCSD
Stan Dean — SRCSD
Terrie Mitchell - SRCSD
Debbie Webster - CVCWA

Attachments
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