




 

 
1220372.1  

State Water Resources Control Board, Cachuma Project Hearing 
 

Mary Lou Cotton, Kennedy/Jenks, Surrebuttal Witness, Cachuma Member Units 

to CALTROUT Heather Cooley’s Testimony 
 
 

1) Integration of the water conservation requirements of SBx7-7 into the water 
demand projections utilized in the FEIR.   

“Demand projections in the FEIR fail to integrate mandated water conservation and 
efficiency improvements, particularly a requirement to reduce per capita demand by 20% 
by 2020.”  (Cooley Revised Outline, p. 1) 

a. SBx7-7 requires urban water suppliers to increase water use efficiency by the year 
2020, with a statewide goal of reducing per-capita urban water use by 20%.     

b. SBx7-7 does not mandate that each individual water supplier actually achieve a 
20% reduction in per-capita water use.  Instead, each “urban retail water supplier” 
must calculate its own baseline water use and demand reduction targets, which for 
water-conserving communities such as Goleta and Santa Barbara may be 
significantly less than 20%. 

c. SBx7-7 allows water suppliers to re-assess their baseline and target calculations in 
2015 (at the time 2015 UWMPs will be prepared) and make adjustments to those, 
and also includes the option to change the selected target methodology.   

d. SBx7-7 applies to per-capita use based on specific mandated calculation 
methodologies; it does not apply to the gross demands of the urban water supplier.   

e. The water demand projections utilized in Goleta Water District’s 2010 Urban 
Water Management Plan integrate water conservation and efficiency 
improvements expected to occur, including general rates of per-capita water 
reductions expected to occur under SBx7-7.    

2) The FEIR’s Inclusion of Cost-Effective Urban Water Conservation Measures.   

“The FEIR does not include cost-effective urban conservation potential available to 
water contractors, . . .” (Cooley Revised Outline, p. 1) 

a. There has been a continuum of long-term conservation programs implemented by 
the City of Santa Barbara (City) and Goleta Water District (GWD), as well as all 
CCRB members, and built into water supply planning since the late 1980s.  
Current demand projections already take into account assumptions arising from 
new technologies and the saturation rates for those and other technologies, 
including technological improvements since 2003.  In addition, several statutes 
and state policies are now in place that “build in” conservation technologies 
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through time:  AB 407 (“universal retrofit”), AB 1881 (Model Landscape 
Ordinance), and the state Green Building Code. 

b. The Memorandum Regarding Urban Water Conservation in California (which has 
been incorporated pursuant to AB 1420 into the Urban Water Management 
Planning Act) calls on urban water agencies to institute all cost-effective best 
management practices for water conservation, including the adoption of a rate and 
revenue structure that meets certain criteria.  The City and GWD are 
implementing all cost-effective water conservation best management practices, 
including the water conservation BMP governing rate structures.     

3) Other surrebuttal testimony 

To the extent that Ms. Cooley or other CALTROUT or NMFS witnesses are allowed to 
testify concerning other matters relating to water supply and demand not specifically 
identified in the witness outlines, the Cachuma Member Units reserve the right to present  
additional surrebuttal testimony from Ms. Cotton in response thereto.   

  

 






































