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OUR FILE NO. 17.06

Rick Hanson

PBS&J

1410 Rocky Ridge Drive, Suite 190
Roseville, CA 95661

Re:  Water Right Application No. 30166 (EI Sur Ranch): Applicant’s Analysis of
Potential for Cumulative Development Water Supply Impact Within the Big Sur
River Watershed

Dear Mr. Hanson:

In the scope of Work 3.0 proposed by your letter of February 22,2010, and in our meeting on
March 29, 2010, PBS&J requested additional information from the applicant concerning, among
other subjects, the potential for future intensification of upstream riparian water uses that could,
when combined with the subject project, potentially result in cumulative water use impacts within
the Big Sur River Watershed.

Specifically, you asked for data, if available, concerning the potential for other new riparian
uses (beyond those which would already be reflected in the measurements and data collected by SGI)
to occur in the watershed which might, when combined with the pending application, be
cumulatively considerable. We discussed what method should be employed to identify potential for
cumulative water use impacts within the Big Sur River Watershed and it was agreed that the most
appropriate measure would be the list of projects approach, which is described in CEQA Guidelines

Section 15130(b)(1)(A).

As a threshold matter, it should be noted that a large majority of lands within the Big Sur
River Watershed are state or federal lands designated as parks, open space, National Forest or
Wilderness Area. The potential for intensification of riparian water use on such lands appears remote
by their nature. The majority of the remaining land with any potential for water intensifying
development, whether or not riparian, lies within the Big Sur River valley in the lower watershed
illustrated on Exhibit A. This exhibit is also found in the 2005 SGI report in your possession titled
Hvdrogeologic Investigation and Conceptual Site Model within the Lower Reach of the Big Sur
River.
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Searches for past, present, and probable future projects were conducted both through the
records of the SWRCB and the County of Monterey.

For the SWRCB records, a search of the e-WRIMS database yielded no water rights where
the search criteria were broadly set to find “Water Right Status = Pending OR Permitted OR
Licensed OR Cancelled OR Inactive OR Revoked OR Claimed OR Claimed - Local
Oversight OR Rejected OR Adjudicated OR Registered OR Certified OR Closed OR
Temporary OR Waste Water Change Order OR Active OR State Filing; Water Right Type =
Pre-1914 Claim of Right OR Riparian Claim of Right OR Post 1914 OR Not Determined OR
No Right Required; County = Monterey,; Watershed is (Big Sur).” See attached search output
attached as Exhibit B.

The applicant’s representatives have examined the Monterey County databases for all
Monterey County Planning Department development project application files for properties located
within the Big Sur Area Land Use Plan area from 2003 to present. A total of one hundred and six
(1006) project file records were identified and reviewed.

In order to encompass all past, present, and probable future projects, every Monterey County
file record found was placed into the cumulative impact study attached as Exhibit C, regardless of
present project status. Thus, the list includes project applications which are approved, conditionally
approved, incomplete, inactive, and withdrawn. Some of these projects were approved as long ago as
2003, and may have already been developed at the time the SGI studies were completed.
Consequently, to the extent that the effects of these past projects would already be in the baseline
hydrogeological data evaluated in the EIR, they should not be considered for cumulative impact
purposes. However, the past projects identified were nevertheless included in the cumulative impact
study. Similarly, other projects have been incomplete for periods of time up to seven years and may
not be active but were nevertheless assumed to be probable future projects.

All one hundred and six (106) of the project records were assessed for any potential to
intensify riparian water use within the Big Sur River Watershed, the boundaries of which are
illustrated on Exhibit A. For the purpose of this analysis, it was assumed that a project has the
potential to intensify riparian water use within the Big Sur River Watershed if: 1) it has any potential
for water use intensification (including if that potential is unknown and could not readily be
determined); and 2) the water supply for the such intensification is a riparian source within the Big
Sur River Watershed (regardless of whether the project itself may be located outside of the Big Sur
River Watershed).

499 VAN BUREN STREET
MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA 93940
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Applying these criteria, no past, present, or probable future projects were found to have
potential to increase riparian water use in the Big Sur River Watershed. The details are found in the

attached cumulative impact study.

I hope this information is helpful in preparing responses to comments on the DEIR.
After you have had an opportunity to review this letter and enclosures, please do not hesitate to
contact me with any questions or comments you may have.

Sincerely,

/ ({éfﬂ/&{ C;gw  —

Mark A. Blum

MAB:mh
Enclosures
CC: Paul Murphey

Client
Client representatives

499 VAN BUREN STREET
MONTEREY, CALIFORNIA 93940
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e-WRIMS Water Right Search Results

Criteria: Displaying Water Rights where Water Right Status = Pending OR Permitted OR Licensed OR Cancelled OR
Inactive OR Revoked OR Claimed OR Claimed - Local Oversight OR Rejected OR Adjudicated OR Registered OR Certified
OR Closed OR Temporary OR Waste Water Change Order OR Active OR State Filing; Water Right Type = Pre-1914 Claim
of Right OR Riparian Claim of Right OR Post 1914 OR Not Determined OR No Right Required; County = Monterey;

Watershed is (Big Sur).

Search Hesults: previous oonext
Appl ID | Peroit I | License 1D Wa%?p?‘gm Statos | Holder Name | Date | Face Amt Couniy | Source 5&2‘::;2/ Map It E
; Return to Water Right Public Search Form | [ Download to Excel | D

© 2009 State of California. Conditions of Use Privacy Policy
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