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State Water Resources Control Board

NOTICE OF INFORMAL CONSULTATION WITH RESPONSIBLE AND TRUSTEE
AGENCIES REGARDING AN ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT

KERN RIVER NO. 3 HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT RELICENSING
FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION PROJECT NO. 2290

To: Responsible and Trustee Agencies, Tribes, and Interested Parties

The State Water Resources Control Board (State Water Board) plans to prepare an
environmental document for the continued operation of Southern California Edison
Company’s (SCE) Kern River No. 3 Hydroelectric Project (Project) under a new license
issued by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC). The environmental
document will be prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
(Pub. Res. Code, § 21000 et seq.) and the CEQA Guidelines (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14,
§ 15000 et seq.).

The Project is licensed by FERC. FERC issues licenses for the operation of projects for
30 to 50 years. The existing Project license expires on November 30, 2026. SCE
applied to FERC for a new license for the Project on November 22, 2024. FERC is
expected to issue a Notice of Ready for Environmental Analysis in compliance with the
National Environmental Policy Act. In accordance with section 401 of the Clean Water
Act, SCE must apply for a water quality certification (certification') for the Project’s
relicensing.

NOTICE OF INFORMAL CONSULTATION

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15063, subdivision (g), notice is hereby given that
the State Water Board is conducting informal consultation with the responsible and
trustee agencies (Agencies) to solicit input on the Proposed Project’s CEQA process.
Recipients of this notice are encouraged to inform other representatives of Agencies
who may be interested. In addition, the State Water Board will accept similar input and
supporting information from California Native American Tribes and other interested
entities and persons.

The CEQA analysis will, among other things, evaluate potential impacts associated with
the proposed project (i.e., relicensing of the existing Project with the changes noted in
the Proposed Project Description section below). The State Water Board would like to
obtain recommendations, rationale, and supporting information regarding
whether an Environmental Impact Report or a Negative Declaration/Mitigated
Negative Declaration should be prepared to support the Project’s FERC

1 A water quality certification is a permit that certifies that a project will comply with
applicable water quality standards, limitations, and any other appropriate requirements
of State law.
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relicensing and State Water Board’s certification decision. Recommendations and
supporting information are due by the deadline in the Deadline section of this
notice.

The State Water Board will use the CEQA analysis to support an informed decision
whether to issue certification and if so, under what conditions. Certification issuance
requires analysis of a Project’s overall effect on water quality and an analysis of whether
the designated beneficial uses identified in the appropriate water quality control plan(s)
(basin plan) are adequately protected and other appropriate requirements of State law
are met.

PROPOSED PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The 40.2-megawatt Project is located on the North Fork Kern River in Kern and Tulare
counties, approximately 18 miles north of the town of Kernville.

The uppermost portion of the Project includes Fairview Dam (a 60-foot-high concrete
dam) and its associated impoundment (approximately two acre-feet) on the North Fork
Kern River. Water diverted at Fairview Dam flows through an approximately 13-mile-
long flowline that crosses and diverts water from Salmon Creek and Corral Creek via
the Salmon Creek Diversion and Corral Creek Diversion, respectively. The flowline is
comprised of: 60,270 feet of tunnels, lined with concrete on the floors and sides and an
arched ceiling where rock is unstable; 4,600 feet of concrete flumes that are 8.5-foot-
wide by 8.25-foot-high; and 1,146-foot-long riveted steel pipe siphon that is supported
on concrete piers anchored to bedrock along the hillside on the eastern side of the
North Fork Kern River. The flowline ends at the Kern River No. 3 Powerhouse that
discharges back into the North Fork Kern River (approximately 15 river miles
downstream of Fairview Dam). Overflow from the flowline spills into Cannell Creek and
then the North Fork Kern River upstream of the Kern No. 3 Powerhouse. Overflow
events may occur when excess tunnel pressure must be relieved or when water in the
flowline needs to be drained.

In addition to continued operations and maintenance of the Project under a new FERC
license, SCE proposes the following:

e Modify the FERC Project boundary to include additional lands necessary for
Project operations and maintenance, exclude lands not necessary for Project
operations and maintenance and better align with modern spatial data, for a net
reduction of 1.17 acres.

e Adjust minimum instream flows below Fairview Dam to move higher flows from
July and August to May and June, conduct low flow sediment flushing of the
Fairview Dam impoundment, and provide a recreational boating flow in the
spring.

e Implement new or modified protection, mitigation, and enhancement measures
for environmental resource and tribal/historic resource management. These new
measures include: a stream gaging management plan; a recreation management
plan and recreational boating flows release schedule; measures for the
protection of rare, threatened, and endangered species during Project



Agencies, Tribes, and Interested Parties October 23, 2026

maintenance activities; invasive plant monitoring; and a historic properties
management plan.

DEADLINE

The State Water Board will accept written input until 5:00 p.m. on Thursday
November 20, 2026. Written input should specifically identify that it is provided as part
of the “Kern River No. 3 Informal CEQA Consultation” and include recommendations as
to the type of CEQA document, and rationale and supporting information for the
recommended CEQA document type. Written input may be submitted by:

Email (preferred) to: WR401program@waterboards.ca.gov

or

Hard Copy Mail to:
State Water Resources Control Board
Division of Water Rights — Water Quality Certification Program
Attn: Annabelle Long
P.O. Box 2000
Sacramento, CA 95812-2000

KEEP INFORMED OF PROJECT MILESTONES
To receive emails related to the Project, interested persons should enroll in the “Water
Rights Water Quality Certification” e-mail notification service. Instructions on how to
sign up for the State Water Board’s Email Subscription List are outlined below:

1. Visit the State Water Board’s Email Subscription webpage at:
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/email_subscriptions/.

2. Click on “State Water Resources Control Board” and on the next page provide your
email address and click “Submit.”

3. Below Subscription Topics, select “Water Rights,” then “Water Rights Water Quality
Certification provide your email in the required fields, then click the “Submit” button.

4. On the next page, below Subscription Topics, in the “Water Rights” section select
“Water Rights Water Quality Certification” and click “Submit.”

5. An email will be sent to you. You must respond to the email message to confirm
your membership on the selected list(s).

By enrolling in this email list, you will receive notices for the Project’s certification
process and other current projects in the Division of Water Rights’ Water Quality
Certification Program. If you do not have internet access or do not wish to participate in
the email subscription list, you may contact Annabelle Long by phone to:

(916) 327-8555 to request to receive notices by mail. You can enroll or un-enroll from
the email subscription service at any time.
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QUESTIONS
If you have questions regarding this notice the best means of contact is by email to:
Annabelle.Long@waterboards.ca.gov or phone call to: (916) 327-8555.

Parfer 7halon October 23, 2026

Parker Thaler Date
Water Quality Certification Program Manager
Division of Water Rights

Attachment 1: Kern River No. 3 Hydroelectric Project Location Map
Attachment 2: Distribution List
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Project FERC Docket
Via e-file to Project Docket for P-2290

Sahrye Cohen

United States Environmental Protection
Agency, Region 9, Water Division
R9cwa401@epa.gov

Dawn Alvarez

National Hydropower Program Manager
United States Forest Service
dawn.alvarez@usda.gov

Tristan Leong

Hydropower Program Assistant Manager
United States Forest Service
tristan.leong@usda.gov

Joshua Rider

Office of General Counsel
United States Forest Service
Joshua.rider@usda.gov

Kellie Whitton

Fisheries Biologist

United States Forest Service
Kellie.whitton@usda.gov

Patrick Redmond

Attorney

United States Forest Service
Patrick.redmond@usda.gov

Abimael Leon

Senior Environmental Scientist

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Abimael.Leon@wildlife.ca.gov

Gerald Hatler

Environmental Program Manager
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Gerald.Hatler@wildlife.ca.gov

Rick Kuyper

Sierra-Cascades Division Supervisor
United States Fish and Wildlife Service
richard kuyper@fws.gov

Elizabeth Menchaca

Fish and Wildlife Biologist

United States Fish and Wildlife Service
Elizabeth_menchaca@fws.gov

Nancy Chapman

District Ranger

United States Forest Service
Nancy.chapmani1@usda.gov

Kerry O’'Hara

Attorney of Record

United States Department of the Interior
SOL-FERC@sol.doi.gov

John Gomez

Deputy District Ranger
United States Forest Service
John.Gomez@usda.gov

Catherine Brown

Outdoor Recreation Planner
National Park Service
Catherine_Brown@nps.org

Stephen M. Bowes

Hydropower Assistance Program
National Park Service
stephen_bowes@nps.gov

Barbara Rice

Regional Program Manager
National Park Service
Barbara_Rice@nps.gov

Patrick Pulupa

Executive Officer

Central Valley Regional Water Quality
Control Board
Patrick.pulupa@waterboards.ca.gov

Reid Nelson

Executive Director

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
rnelson@achp.gov

Elizabeth Kipp

Chairperson

Big Sandy Rancheria of Western Mono
Indians

chairman@bsrnation.com

Yolanda Cortez

Chairperson

Big Pine Paiute Tribe of Owens Valley
Yolanda.cortez@bigpinepaiute.org

Meryl Picard

Chairwoman

Bishop Paiute Tribe
Meryl.Picard@bishoppaiute.org
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Blossom Garcia

Chairperson

Cold Springs Rancheria of Mono Indians of
California
chairperson@coldspringsrancheria.gov

Mary Wuester

Chairperson

Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone Tribe
chair@lppsr.org

George Gholson

Chairperson

Death Valley Timbi-sha Shoshone Tribe
george@timbisha.com

Kenneth Kahn

Chairperson

Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians
Chairman@chumash.gov

Michelle Heredia-Cordova
Chairperson

Table Mountain Rancheria
mhcordova@tmr.org

Tina Braitewaite

Chairperson

Utu Utu Gwaitu Tribe of the Benton Paiute
Reservation
t.braithwaite@bentonpaiutereservation.org

Robert Martin

Chairperson

Morongo Band of Mission Indians
abrierty@morongo-nsn.gov

Jonathan Koteen

President, Quechan Tribal Council
Quechan Tribe of the Fort Yuma Indian
Reservation
executivesecretary@quechantribe.com

Carl Dahlberg

Chairman

Fort Independence Community of Paiute
Indians
businesscommittee@fortindependence.com

Leo Sisco

Chairperson

Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut
Isisco@tachi-yokut-nsn.gov

Lynn Valbuena

Chairwoman

Yuhaaviatam of San Manuel Nation
iga@sanmanuel-nsn.gov

Octavio Escobedo

Chairperson

Tejon Indian Tribe
oescobedo@tejonindiantribe-nsn.gov

Neil Peyron

Chairperson

Tule River Indian Tribe
neil.peyron@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov

Kristen Beall Watson
President and CEO

Kern Community Foundation
kristen@kernfoundation.org

Chris Shutes

Executive Director

California Sport Fishing Protection Alliance
cshutes@calsport.org

Gary Ananian

President and Founder

Kern River Conservancy
gary@kernriverconservancy.org

Chris Brown

Owner

Whitewater Voyages
chris@whitewatervoyages.com

Matt Volpert

Owner

Kern River Outfitters
Matt@kernrafting.com

Kevin Richard Colburn
National Stewardship Director
American Whitewater
kevin@amwhitewater.org

Theresa L. Lorejo-Simsiman
California Stewardship Director
American Whitewater
theresa@americanwhitewater.org
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Jeffrey Venturino

Regional Coordinator

American Whitewater
jeffventurino@americanwhitewater.org

Katharine Edmonson
Representative

Kern Valley River Council
katharine4@gmail.com

Tom Moore

Owner

Sierra South Mountain Sports
tom@sierrasouth.com

Chuck Richards

President

Kern River Ouftfitters / California Recreation
Foundation

office@kernrafting.com;
chuck@chuckrichards.com;
fallingwaters@chuckrichards.com

Rex Hinkey

President

Keepers of the Kern
keepersofthekern@gmail.com

Rhonda Stallone

Owner

Mountain and River Adventures
rhondas@mtnriver.com

Louis Medina

Director of Community Impact
Kern Community Foundation
louis@kernfoundation.org

Evan Moore

General Manager

Sierra South Mountain Sports
evan@sierrasouth.com

Elizabeth Duxbury
President

Kern River Boaters
lizbrackbill@gmail.com

Jim Ahrens

President

Kern River Fly Fishers Council
jimahrensmt@gmail.com

Brett Duxbury
Secretary-Treasurer

Kern River Boaters
kernriverboaters@gmail.com

Timothy McNeely
Kern River Fly Fishers Council
tim@lifestoneco.com

Thomas Livingstone
Kayaker
tiphoto@frontier.net

Ronald Martin Stork

Senior Policy Staff

Friends of the River
rstork@friendsoftheriver.org

Nicolas von Gersdorff

Chief Dam Safety Engineer
Southern California Edison Company
nicolas.von@sce.com

FERC Case Administration
Southern California Edison Company
ferccaseadmin@sce.com

Mary Schickling

Senior Specialist

Southern California Edison Company
mary.schickling@sce.com

Stephanie Fincher-DeMillo

Hydro Licensing, Regulatory Sr. Advisor
Southern California Edison Company
Stephanie.Fincher@sce.com

Kelly Henderson

Attorney

Southern California Edison Company
kelly.henderson@sce.com

Mary M Richardson

Regulatory Affairs Senior Advisor
Southern California Edison Company
mary.m.richardson@sce.com
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Brittany Arnold
Southern California Edison Company
brittany.arnold@sce.com

Patrick B Le

Engineer

Southern California Edison Company
patrick.le@sce.com

Russell Ragsdale

Managing Director

Southern California Edison Company
russell.ragsdale@sce.com

Krishna Cherukuri

IT Engineer

Southern California Edison Company
krishna.cherukuri@sce.com

Cornelio Artienda

Senior Advisor

Southern California Edison Company
Cornelio.Artienda@sce.com
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